Conference Speakers
Ms. Clarizza Singson Dagatan
Ms Singson is from Negros Island,
where the main sugar plantations in
the Philippines are found, and
landless farmers make up the
majority of the population. The area
is highly militarized and has been
the site of several massacres and
extra-judicial killings, including the
latest slaying of 14 peasant farmers
in coordinated police operations on
March 30, 2019.
Claring Singson is a front-line
human rights defender and holds
several positions in grassroots
organizations. She is Chairperson of
GABRIELA Negros, and SecretaryGeneral of KARAPATAN – Negros.
She is also the coordinator of Sugar Workers’ Solidarity Network.

Ms. Angie M. Gonzales
Angie Gonzales is Global Coordinator of
the International Coalition for Human
Rights in the Philippines (ICHRP).
Angie, an MD by profession decided to
tread the less travelled path of serving
remote rural communities after she
graduated in 1991, and of training
students and doctors who want to
practice medicine in the underserved
communities of the Philippines.
Angie Gonzales has been based in the
Netherlands since 2006, where she is
currently Chairperson of the board of
Stichting voor Filippijnse Kinderen, an

organization promoting the rights and welfare of Filipino children both in the
Philippines and in Europe.

Rev. Marma C. Urbano
Rev. Marma Urbano is an ordained minister of the
United Church of Christ in the Philippines (UCCP),
and has served the UCCP in various capacities,
including Executive Secretary of the General
Secretary from 2002-2006.
Under threat of abduction, Rev. Urbano went to the
United States in 2007 at the height of the extrajudicial killings during President Gloria Macapagal
Arroyo’s term. Thousands of community leaders
were killed between 2003-2007, including twenty-six of Rev. Urbano’s colleagues.
While in the US, Rev. Urbano participated in forming the US Chapter of the ICHRP.

ATTY. Edre U. Olalia
Edre Olalia is President of the National Union of People’s Lawyers (NUPL), the largest
private organisation of pro bono/pro deo human rights lawyers in the Philippines.
Olalia has handled many high-profile
cases of extra-judicial killings, torture
and detentions, as well as challenging
the “Hero’s Burial” of Ferdinand Marcos,
and Martial Law on the island of
Mindanao.
He has filed successful complaints
against extrajudicial killings before the
UN Human Rights Committee and
numerous other international bodies,
including against President Rodrigo
Duterte for crimes against humanity
before the International Criminal Court
(ICC).
Edre Olalia has also acted as Legal
Consultant of the National Democratic
Front of the Philippines (NDFP) in the
peace negotiations between the
Government of the Philippines and the NDFP.

Coni Ledesma
Coni Ledesma has been a political activist since the 1970's. It was while working
among sugar workers and peasant settlers in Negros Island that opened her eyes to
their exploitation and oppression that led to her politicization.
She was one of the founding members of the Christians for National Liberation
(CNL) and was elected to the National Executive Board in its founding Congress in
August 1972.
She went underground when martial law was declared in September 1972, was
arrested together with Luis Jalandoni in 1973. Both were released in 1974 through
the intercession of Church people from the Philippines and abroad.
In 1976, both Luis Jalandoni
and Coni Ledesma, now
married, were assigned by the
National Democratic Front of
the Philippines to do
international work. They were
given political asylum in the
Netherlands, the first Filipinos
to be given the status. They
have been based there ever
since.
Coni is a member of the
Negotiating Panel of the
National Democratic Front of
the Philippines (NDFP) in peace
talks with the Government of
the Republic of the Philippines
(GRP). She also heads the
NDFP Special Office for the
Protection of Children and is the International Representative of Makibaka, a
women's organization and allied member of the NDFP
The National Democratic Front of the Philippines (NDFP) is the revolutionary united
front organization of the Filipino people fighting for national freedom and for the
democratic rights of the people. It was established on 24 April 1973. It seeks to
develop and coordinate all progressive classes, sectors and forces in the Filipino
people's struggle to end the rule of US imperialism and its local allies of big
landlords and compradors and attain national and social liberation.

At present there are 18 allied organizations in the NDFP. These include the
Communist Party of the Philippines, the New People's Army, trade unions, a peasant
organization, women, youth, cultural activists, Christians, indigenous peoples,
lawyers, government employees, and the most recent addition, overseas Filipinos
and their families.

