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75th Anniversary of Victory Over Fascism in Europe

On May 9, 1945, Nazi Germany surrendered to the Soviets in Berlin. Since then, May 9 is
celebrated as Victory Day, recalling the massive sacrifice of the peoples of the world, led by the
then Soviet Union, to defeat nazi-fascism in World War II.

On this occasion, the Communist Party of Canada (Marxist-Leninist) salutes all Canadians who
contributed to the victory against fascism. It salutes the peoples of Europe, Asia, Africa and the
entire world who contributed to this historic victory. CPC(M-L) pays deepest respects to the
memory of all those from the occupied countries who fought and died as a result of the Nazi
onslaught and thanks the resistance fighters who worked as one to defeat the fascist occupier.
Most importantly, CPC(M-L) recognizes and salutes the courage and sacrifice of the Soviet Union
under the leadership of J.V Stalin. The peoples that made up Soviet Russia and the Soviet
Republics rose as one and broke the back of the Nazi war machine at tremendous cost. All of
them fought for peace, freedom and democracy so that humanity would never again know the
scourge of fascism and war.

Canada, joined by then-British colony Newfoundland, played its part by sending 1.1 million
troops to fight in the war, including more than 130,000 Quebeckers. They distinguished
themselves in many battles and campaigns, particularly in the Normandy landings, the Italian
campaign and the liberation of Holland.

Today, this anniversary is held under conditions of the COVID-19 pandemic when it is not
possible to have the celebrations the occasion calls for. But the peoples of the world are
nonetheless striving to affirm the same things in today's conditions -- peace, freedom and
democracy. Even as humankind unites to defend itself in the face of the coronavirus, the U.S.
imperialists and their henchmen in various countries, including Canada, continue heinous attempts
to arouse animosity towards China and to isolate Russia, going so far as to deny the Soviet
Union's role in the anti-fascist war. This is a continuation of Britain's "Operation Unthinkable" by
which the British ruling class tried to get the Germans to surrender to U.S. General Eisenhower in
a deal that violated the "Terms of Surrender of Germany" drawn up by the three allied powers --
Britain, the U.S. and the Soviet Union -- on July 25, 1944. The U.S. imperialists and their
unscrupulous adjuncts also continue sanctions against Cuba, Venezuela, Iran, the Democratic
People's Republic of Korea and others, and the occupation of Palestine and deprivation and
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imprisonment of its people. They either actively instigate or condone other acts of war. Their
rendering of what was at stake in World War II is an Anglo-American chauvinist and
anti-communist attempt to promote the anachronistic liberal democratic institutions as the pinnacle
of human freedom, even as they show their utter contempt for the well-being of the people and
their mission to use the state to pay the rich.

The 75th anniversary of the magnificent victory over the Nazis is an occasion to relaunch an
impassioned defence of the cause of peace, freedom and democracy in today's conditions. Today
more than ever, it is necessary to oppose wars of aggression and occupation and the use of force
to resolve conflicts between nations, so that the dangers of another world war and other calamities
that threaten humanity in the most profound ways can be stemmed and prevented. The role
Canada is playing internationally as a henchman for U.S. imperialist aggression, as seen today in
its role to foment regime change in Venezuela and appease U.S. policy against other countries, and
actively participate in the NATO war machine is not acceptable.

Let us dismantle the U.S.-led warmongering alliance NATO and NORAD, demand that all troops
on foreign soil return home, and end the wars of aggression and occupation, coups d'état to
achieve regime change and imperialist sanctions, which are criminal acts of war and violations of
human rights.

On May 9, 2020, we profoundly honour the memory of all those who fought to defeat fascism by
working to make Canada a zone for peace, opposing Canada's political and economic integration
into the U.S. war machine and opposing the use of force to resolve conflicts between nations and
within nations.

All Out to Humanize the Natural and Social Environment
and Make Canada a Zone for Peace!

The Financial Oligarchy and the Coronavirus Pandemic

The ruling elite and their media are full of talk of reopening the economy. Most of the chatter
centres on how to put workers back to work producing, transporting and circulating the goods
and services the people and society need for their existence.

Of course, the talk does not include the opinions, views and concerns of those who do the work.
Absent as well is any serious discussion of what "closed the economy" in the first place. The
pandemic is not a reason to "close the economy." What structurally or fundamentally is wrong
with the way the economy is organized that leaves it so vulnerable, fragile and subject to regular
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broad economic crises and the periodic collapse of specific sectors, such as energy? This lack of
serious investigation and discussion of the root cause of crises and shutdowns means that the talk
to reopen is flawed and will merely repeat or reassert the original conditions for the crisis and
closure without solving any of the real problems and contradictions that exist.

Reopening without bringing into being a new
beginning that takes into account the causes of the
shutdown is bound to fail and inevitably lead to
yet another crisis. This happened after the serious
economic crisis in 2008 when no fundamental
change was initiated because no serious
investigation and discussion took place as to why
the crisis happened resulting in no positive action
taking place to initiate a new direction.

As in 2008, when the working people and small
and medium-sized businesses were forced to bear
the burden of the crisis, such is the case today.
Back then, governments at all levels bailed out the
biggest companies facing collapse; many
consequently became even bigger, with those in
control and ownership becoming even richer and
more powerful. The refusal to investigate, discuss
and take action to deal with the causes of the
economic crisis in 2008 created the conditions for
an even worse crisis in 2020.

In the current crisis, the situation is worse for the working class because workers are being told to
go back to work as if no pandemic danger exists. Even in the midst of the hurricane, so to speak,
workers in virus hot spots such as retail, health care, education, transit and agribusiness with few
exceptions have been ordered to work without any serious attention paid to their well-being and
safety and that of the people they serve and the communities where they live. A number of cartel
politicians are even blathering in the media that the stipend certain workers are receiving should
be discontinued because it deprives them of the incentive to work, as if they have a cushion to
raise their concerns about health and safety and possibly only return to work with their consent
when their fears have been allayed. Meanwhile, the federal government is increasing the wages of
those it defines as essential workers for the pandemic period only, hoping that after the emergency
everything will "return to normal." 

Meanwhile, public funds are being doled out right and left to the rich and their private enterprises
as if there is no tomorrow or accounting for such corruption, because for the ruling elite a world
without the privilege and control of the financial oligarchy is too horrible to imagine. The ruling
elite are determined to continue their lives of wealth, power, privilege and control and they want
the working class to agree and even work to make it so.

They are directing the reopening as if the crisis and shutdown were an act of god or the fault of
someone else or some other country against which war may be necessary to make them pay, and
not a consequence of their refusal to bring the political and economic forms, institutions and
social relations into conformity with modern socialized industrial mass production.

The ruling elite refuses to allow any official investigation and discussion as to the causes of the
economic crises that regularly occur, and their attendant war preparations to attack others and the
endless actual wars, sanctions and blockades now compounded by a pandemic and economic
crisis that are bringing misery and possible starvation to millions worldwide. The elite stands in
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"No to the dictate of large private interests over
our lives and our resources."

the way of change and bleats, "just get back to work" and "trust us."

The modern world and socialized economy are
caught in the old political and economic forms
and social relations from the past that are in
fundamental contradiction with a completely
socialized economy of industrial mass
production that needs to be brought under
control by those who do the work, through
cooperation, science, planning and a new aim to
serve the people and society and to humanize
the social and natural environment. The
working peoples' opposition to the old aim of
private profit and its hostile competition and
violent infighting amongst factions of the rich
will give way to the New. The striving of the
working class for a new direction, devised,
acted upon and brought into being by the
people, will replace the striving of the rich for
greater and greater wealth and power at the
expense of the people.

The refusal of the official cartel politicians in
power, the media and those in control of the
economy to take the crisis seriously is yet

another reason why the working class must take matters into its own hands. An investigation,
discussion and exchange of views on why these regular crises occur will favour the workers, and
their allies from other affected social strata, and embolden them to imagine an alternative. It will
help them to build organizations and forms that allow new content to take shape and gather a large
following. They can mobilize their collective strength and social consciousness into an opposition
force that becomes unstoppable and that cannot be diverted with the idle chatter of the rich.
Official disinformation seeks to divert attention in such a manner that the ruling elite and their
outdated economic and political system prevail. Far from it, they must be held to account for the
failures and crises by making sure a new authority, affirmed by the working people, brings into
being modern arrangements that are consistent with the conditions today. 

The necessity for a new direction stares society in the face. The time is now to forge a new
direction and bring it into being.

- K.C. Adams -

The financial oligarchy has directed governments at various levels to distribute money to
businesses and individuals and to borrow money from the private institutions of the rich. Every
country within the imperialist system of states has followed this directive from the financial
oligarchy. In Canada this dual policy has resulted in upwards of $300 billion in state handouts in
various ways to businesses and individuals and a similar amount of government actual or
projected borrowing from global institutional holders of private wealth. As of May 7, 2020 the
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federal and provincial and territorial governments have committed over $820 billion. The
Department of Finance breaks this down into the following categories: Measures for Protecting
Health and Safety, Direct Support Measures, Liquidity Support to businesses and individuals, and
Business Credit Availability Program.

The state handouts to individuals are meant to sustain the circulation and realization of goods and
services at a minimum level. The handouts to businesses are said to meet debt, rent or other
obligations, and to pay certain workers 75 per cent of their wages in order to make businesses
viable given the conditions and to keep a number of other workers available when work resumes.
The government handouts to businesses are an extension or generalization of the more normal
practice of state pay-the-rich schemes to specific cartels and big business.

State borrowing from the private global
institutions of the financial oligarchy is to pay for
the handouts to individuals and businesses but
also to provide a safe place to park massive
amounts of private money during the crisis and
even gain some interest profit. Institutional
lending of private wealth to various government
agencies within the imperialist system of states is
a normal practice of the financial oligarchy, which
greatly expands during crises.

The financial oligarchy hopes these two broad
economic measures will allow the imperialist state
to weather the economic crisis and prevent an
uprising of the working class demanding a new
pro-social direction and aim for the economy and
country under its control. The financial oligarchy
is using its vast private wealth and the state it
controls to defend its narrow interests during the pandemic. The financial oligarchy owns and
controls the main financial, industrial and other cartels in the country and their means of
production and circulation. The imperialist state, with its economic, political, police, judicial, and
social institutions, is the crucial and essential weapon for the financial oligarchy to defend and
preserve its private wealth, power and control over the economy and people.

The Canadian state is one within the U.S.-led imperialist system of states. The financial oligarchy
in Canada is an international social class and exists as a faction of the global financial oligarchy,
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with private business and personal interests and connections throughout the imperialist system of
states. Members of the financial oligarchy engage in fierce competition to expropriate maximum
value from what workers produce.

The imperialist economy operates in a vast socialized way with production, financing and
circulation of goods through just-in-time supply chains worldwide. The pandemic has disrupted
operations of the imperialist economy and the production, financing, circulation and realization of
means of production and consumption.

An immediate necessity for the financial oligarchy during the crisis is the realization of at least a
minimum of already-produced goods and payment for financial and other services. With the
interruption of circulation and realization of means of production and articles of consumption, the
availability of cash for businesses to buy the capacity to work of the working class, to service debt
and pay for other obligations has emerged as a serious problem. This has become extremely acute
in certain sectors, such as retail, tourism and the airline industry, and in energy with the attendant
oversupply of oil and the collapse of prices. Bankruptcy looms as a real threat, especially for small
and medium-sized businesses.

When the pandemic began, it caused China to shut down much of its manufacturing of means of
production and articles of consumption. This immediately disrupted production and consumption
around the world, which require Chinese-made goods and their realization.

As the pandemic spread globally so did the severity of the economic crisis, which falls on the
backs of the people. Workers were laid off and the realization of means of production and articles
of consumption were curtailed. Businesses began to lose the means to service their outstanding
debts and rent and to buy the capacity to work of their workers, resulting in further layoffs. The
big private financial institutions started to lose income from the servicing of outstanding loans
and, increasingly, lost possibilities to invest their money, as private lending slowed or became too
risky.

The circulation and re-division of already-
produced value as money within stock and
commodity exchanges was disrupted as traders
began to sell their holdings. Since February 19,
the market value of shares on the U.S. stock
exchanges alone has decreased by $11.5 trillion.
Throughout the imperialist system of states,
value has come out of traded shares to be held as
cash or simply evaporated as prices fell.

All of it shows that to forestall the collapse of the
imperialist economy and the possible loss of
control of the financial oligarchy over the
political and economic affairs of the countries
within the imperialist system of states, the ruling elite has unleashed the power of the state to
manage the crisis in a way that favours their private interests.

This week's TML Weekly supplement looks into the government's borrowing, who it favours and
the consequences.
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- Peter Ewart -

In the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic, trillions of bailout dollars in the U.S. and Canada are
about to be fire-hosed into particular areas of the economy. Given that this is public money held
by governments, who decides where and to whom these funds should go?

It is logical that workers, professionals, and small
and medium-sized businesses should have a
central role in this, given their critical
involvement in the creation of value in the
economy and that they constitute almost the entire
population of North America. But they don't.
Instead, key power and authority has been
handed over to a small group of private
mega-banks and financiers.

For example, the U.S. Treasury, which will be
providing the bailout funding in the U.S., is a
public institution that is supposed to answer to
Congress. Yet, for much of the bailout, the
Trump administration has taken the authority
away from the U.S. Treasury and given it to the
private banks of the Federal Reserve. In turn, the
Federal Reserve banks have appointed
BlackRock -- the largest private asset manager and "shadow bank" in the world -- to oversee
whole sections of the bailout and to decide which corporations and institutions are to live or die.

However, neither the Federal Reserve nor BlackRock will be liable for any of the risk associated
with the bailout loans no matter their quality. All the risk and backstopping of corporate defaults
will fall onto the U.S. Treasury and, by extension, the people of the U.S.[1] This is not a minor
issue. With BlackRock and other financial institutions at the helm, who is going to benefit from
these bailouts to selected corporations, which will amount to $4.5 trillion (or by some estimates
even more)? Will it be the highly leveraged "zombie" companies which have been bailed out
before or who have connections with the Trump administration or BlackRock? Will it be those
corporations who took advantage of low interest rates to spend trillions on stock buybacks (thus
enriching CEOs and shareholders) instead of investing in their workers and production facilities?
Or will it be those oligarchs who have outsourced much of their operations to other countries or
have issued billions in junk bonds? It looks like many of these chosen entities and their CEOs
stand to be rewarded handsomely, while the people of the U.S. try to survive on a paltry $1,200
handout and limited employment insurance payments.

In regard to BlackRock itself, it currently manages a colossal $7 trillion in assets, along with
another $20 trillion through its financial risk monitoring software. Despite being by far the largest
asset manager and "shadow bank" in the world, BlackRock is not subject to the same regulatory
scrutiny as other financial entities.[2] Both Democrat and Republican administrations, including the
current Trump one, have allowed this situation to persist for years.

BlackRock accumulated much of its fortune in the 1990s and early 2000s by playing a key role,
along with other financial institutions, in promoting mortgage-backed securities. It was these same
toxic securities that poisoned the banking system and resulted in countless housing foreclosures,
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bankruptcies and evictions in the 2008 financial crisis, and much hardship for the people of the
U.S. To their disgrace, both Democrats and Republicans then allowed BlackRock to "clean up"
this toxic mess by giving it authority to hand out trillions of dollars of public funds to chosen
banks, hedge funds and other financial institutions, and, in the process, pocketing millions of
dollars.

In 2020, once again it seems history is repeating itself but on an even more massive scale. Private
financial interests, not the people of the U.S., are deciding what to do with trillions of dollars of
public money. Yet the people of the U.S. will be liable for any and all the loans that default, and
any and all junk bonds and risky securities bought.

It is interesting to note that following the 2008 bailouts and the others that followed, BlackRock's
managed assets skyrocketed from $1.3 trillion to $7.4 trillion today, while the net worth of the
majority of the people of the U.S. either stagnated or fell.[3]

Speaking to BlackRock's notorious practice of selling investors junk bonds and misrepresenting
these as "high yield" Exchange Trade Funds (ETFs), Wall Street oligarch Carl Icahn called
BlackRock "an extremely dangerous company" and claimed that the mafia "has a better code of
ethics."[4] Other Establishment observers have expressed fears that there is danger of huge conflict
of interest in handing over to BlackRock the power to decide which corporations and which
sectors will receive bailouts, given that it will likely have interests and investments in the very
same corporations and ETFs that are to be bailed out (as it did in 2008). Some have tried to argue
that BlackRock will charge relatively low fees for the transactions it will provide. But that misses
the point as it is in BlackRock's discretionary powers to pick winners and losers where the real
bonanza and clout lie.[5]

So what does this have to do with Canada? On March 27, the Bank of Canada announced that it
would be introducing a Commercial Paper Purchase Program to "help support the flow of credit
to the economy" by buying up "asset backed [commercial paper] issued by Canadian firms,
municipalities and provincial agencies." As an update to this announcement, the Bank of Canada
announced that BlackRock will be providing "advisory services" to support the Bank of Canada
program. In addition, TD Asset Management will be the asset manager and CIBC Mellon the
custodian.[6] It should also be noted that earlier last year, BlackRock and the Royal Bank
announced a partnership to establish a new ETF in Canada.

What conflicts of interest will arise from all of the
above remains to be seen. But it reveals how much
the financial oligarchy in Canada, as well as the
Canadian state itself, has become integrated into a
North American economy dominated by U.S.
global corporations.

The situation also shows how the economic system
in both Canada and the U.S. is not classical
capitalism but rather state monopoly capitalism,
where giant enterprises are regularly backstopped
with public funds and the boundaries between the

state and the financial oligarchy are virtually non-existent.

This is amply demonstrated when the political parties in the U.S. Congress and the Canadian
Parliament allow the oversight of these massive public-funded bailouts to be put squarely in the
hands of BlackRock and other private financial institutions with little or no objection.

Questions need to be asked. Firstly, why should BlackRock of all institutions be given such
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authority and influence by Congress and Parliament, given its track record? And secondly, to
address the broader picture, why should the private big banks and financial oligarchs, both in the
U.S. and Canada, be given so much power over where public funds go, especially when we are
possibly facing an extremely severe recession which could shake the world economy to its
foundations? Where does the will of the people come into this? Should private interest trump
public good?

Once again, it looks like the foxes are being put in charge of the henhouse. We need a better way
forward.

Notes

1. "Weimar America, here we come! Virus hysteria adds $10 trillion to the national debt," by Mike
Whitney, Information Clearing House, April 12, 2020. 

2.  "BlackRock takes command," by Joyce Nelson, Counterpunch, April 8, 2020. 

3.  "Why BlackRock has a role in the Fed bond-buying spree: Quick take," by Annie Massa,
Bloomberg, March 25, 2020. 

4. "Icahn called BlackRock 'An extremely dangerous company'; the Fed has chosen it to manage
its corporate bond bailout programs," by Pam Martens and Russ Martens, Wall Street on Parade,
March 30, 2020. 

5. "Fed releases details of BlackRock deal for virus response," by Matthew Goldstein, New York
Times, March 27, 2020. 

6. "Updated: Bank of Canada to introduce a commercial paper purchase program," Bank of
Canada, March 27, 2020. 

Supplement

End the Attacks on Cuba

- Bruno Rodríguez Parrilla -

Good afternoon:

As the Ministry of Foreign Affairs informed in a prompt manner, at around 2:00 o'clock today,
that is, in the early hours of the morning on Thursday, April 30, 2020, a terrorist attack was
perpetrated against the embassy of the Republic of Cuba to the United States in Washington. An
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unidentified individual shot at the building of the Cuban embassy in the U.S. using an assault rifle.

None of the members of the staff of the mission, who are safe and protected, were injured, but
some material damage was caused to the building as a result of the numerous gunshots.

Cuba's diplomatic mission in Washington has a security and protection system in place against any
threat that may jeopardize the diplomatic officials, their family members and the facilities.

The individual, whose identity has not been reported
to the Cuban government, was arrested by the local
authorities and remains in their custody.

We appreciate the professional behaviour of the law
enforcement agency officers who very quickly
arrived at the scene of the incident.

Today, at noon, I summoned the Chargé d'Affaires of
the U.S. embassy in Havana, Mrs. Mara Tekach, to
discuss this serious incident.

I protested in the strongest of terms the grave terrorist attack perpetrated against the Cuban
embassy. I asked her: How would the U.S. government react to such an attack against any of its
embassies? I recalled the unfair actions and threats made by the U.S. Government, without the
least explanation or evidence, about the so-called acoustic attacks against American diplomats.

It is the obligation of all States to take all appropriate steps to protect the premises of a diplomatic
mission accredited to that country against any intrusion or damage and to prevent any disturbance
of the peace of the mission or attack on its dignity or its normal functioning, as established by the
Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations of 1961.

I demanded the utmost cooperation from U.S. government authorities to clarify the facts and
assure that such incidents, including the one that just occurred, do not happen again or remain
unpunished.
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Damage done in terrorist attack on the embassy of the Republic of Cuba to the United States in
Washington, DC, April 30, 2020.

This attack against the Cuban embassy in the United States has in any case been encouraged by the
increasingly hostile rhetoric against our country that has both publicly and systematically involved
the U.S. Secretary of State as well as high officials of that Department in charge of Western
Hemisphere relations, and even of the U.S. embassy in Havana.

It is impossible not to see the connection between such actions and the strengthening of the
aggressive and hostile policy that the U.S. applies against Cuba, or the tightening of the blockade,
which includes non-conventional measures even in times of the COVID-19 pandemic, which
affects the whole planet.

The actions to instigate violence against Cuban medical personnel in third countries, as was the
case recently in Bolivia, with U.S. officials even participating; the slanders and demonization of
our health staff, also encourage violent actions.

At the moment of the attack, as I told the U.S. diplomat, there were ten Cuban officials and
diplomats inside the building, who were in grave danger.

It is likewise impossible to dissociate this type of action from the effect of hate-filled policies and
speeches that promote division and social violence.

There have been serious historical antecedents of violent and hostile actions, including terrorist
acts, against Cuban diplomatic officials assigned to the United States, both at the Washington
mission and at the Cuban Permanent Mission to the United Nations in New York.

I also recalled that several groups and individuals who have in the past committed terrorist acts
against Cuba have operated for many years and are still operating inside U.S. territory with
impunity, something well known by the law enforcement agencies of the government of the
United States.

I am surprised to see that more than 15 hours have elapsed since the attack against our embassy
and neither the official U.S. government authorities nor the State Department have contacted our
authorities; there has been no official statement, not even tweets that are so frequent when any
officials of the United States or its Embassy refer to Cuba.
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I urge the State Department to adopt, with the utmost urgency, the measures necessary to ensure
full compliance with its responsibilities under the Vienna Convention and to guarantee the security
and safety of the Cuban embassy, the Cuban Permanent Mission to the United Nations, and the
staff that works at both missions and their accompanying family members.

Finally, I offer the cooperation of the Cuban authorities to carry out the appropriate investigation.

Thank you, very much.

(Minrex, April 30. Slightly edited for style and grammar by TML. Photos: Minrex)

The following letter was sent on May 8 to the Prime Minister, Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister of Canada as well as the leaders of all other parties in Parliament and local
MPs as a follow-up to a resolution passed at the online April membership meeting of the
Windsor and District Labour Council.

Honorable Justin Trudeau
Prime Minister

Several times in recent weeks the United Nations Secretary General António Guterres has called
for the lifting of sanctions against countries so that they can obtain the resources needed to fight
the COVID-19 pandemic. The same call was given by Pope Francis in his Easter address on April
12, echoing the demand of affected countries, the majority of UN member states, and
organizations and personalities around the world;

Despite these pleas, the United States has maintained and in some cases actually increased its
unilateral, illegal sanctions and blockades against Cuba, Venezuela, Iran, Syria, Nicaragua and
other countries it has targeted for this form of economic warfare -- unconscionable at a time when
the peoples of the world are standing together as one against the pandemic;

Canada also continues to maintain its illegal sanctions against Venezuela, Iran, Syria and other
countries, causing direct harm to and costing the lives of the people of these countries.

The Windsor and District Labour Council adds its voice to the UN Secretary General, Pope
Francis and all others calling for an end to sanctions and blockades by all those, including Canada,
who are engaged in this inhumane activity, depriving the people of sanctioned countries of access
to the equipment, supplies, including food, and medications they need to bring the pandemic
under control and save lives. Lift Canada's sanctions now. End all Canadian support, whether
active or passive, for illegal U.S. sanctions and blockades against other countries.

Brian Hogan
President
Windsor and District Labour Council
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Hands Off Venezuela

Information released by Vice President of Communication, Culture and Tourism, Jorge Rodríguez,
May 5, 2020, stated that Guaidó hired mercenaries for terrorist raid into Venezuela to attack the

lives of President Maduro and other executive cabinet members.

On Sunday, May 3, in the early morning hours, the first of two attempted maritime incursions
against Venezuela by a mercenary operation known as "Operation Gideon" was intercepted at the
coastal city of Macuto in La Guaira state where a number of its participants were killed and others
arrested by Venezuelan police and military forces. The boats that attempted to land at Macuto
under the cover of darkness set sail from La Guajira, in the north of Colombia headed for La
Guaira  on Venezuela's northern coast under the command of Robert Colina, alias "Panther," a
former Captain who deserted from the Bolivarian National Armed Forces (FANB). Colina, who
had recorded a video that went out on Twitter the same morning calling for "liberating" Venezuela,
was among the six who were killed. An accomplice arrested in the vicinity as he awaited their
arrival confessed to being a drug trafficker and an agent of the U.S. Drug Enforcement
Administration (DEA). The aim of the failed raids as confirmed by several of those involved was
to insert a force of over 50 paramilitaries into the country who would be provided with vehicles
and weapons to make their way to Caracas allegedly to kidnap President Nicolas Maduro and
other top members of the Bolivarian government and force them onto a waiting plane at an airport
they would "secure" for their removal to the U.S.

On Monday, May 4, another boat was detected and its eight occupants also captured and held, this
time by fishermen and members of the local Bolivarian militia in the coastal fishing village of
Chuao in Aragua State, until they could be handed over to members of the regional police and the
FANB. Antonio Sequea, a former captain of the Bolivarian National Guard who participated in
Juan Guaidó's failed coup attempt of April 30, 2019 and was in command of the second attempted
landing, and two U.S. mercenaries, were among those apprehended.

In its reporting on the two failed raids, Misión Verdad emphasizes that "the crucial element has
been the organization of the people and their own intelligence networks," saying that the
emblematic photo of a villager and a militiaman in Chuao stopping the boat occupied by eight
paramilitaries it says were sent by the governments of the United States and Colombia "has been
incorporated into the deeds of the Chavista era as a concrete example of civil-military union." It
explains, "When [Hugo Chavez] became president of Venezuela in 1999, in addition to calling for
a consultative process for a National Constituent Assembly, he implemented a social care plan
called Bolívar 2000 that included state institutions and the then Armed Forces, which sought to
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shape an army that was not separated from society.... [I]n 2002, the combined mobilization of
civilian and military sectors defeated the coup d'état against Chávez financed by the Bush
administration and the national business community."

Terrorists are captured and held by fishermen and members of the local Bolivarian militia in Chuao,
May 4, 2020 till they are handed over to regional police and the FANB.

During the May 3 operation Venezuelan police seized 10 rifles, a Glock 9mm pistol, two AFAG
machine guns that were part of the Federal Legislative building's arsenal stolen during the
failed April 30, 2019 coup attempt, six pickup trucks outfitted with machine gun mounts, two
notebooks with details of the planned operation, satellite phones, identification, uniforms
(including a helmet with the United States flag) among other things.

Villager and a militiaman in Chuao stop boat occupied by paramilitaries.

The first disembarkation attempt at Macuto came one day after the Associated Press reported that
former U.S. Special Forces soldier Jordan Goudreau, said to be Canadian-born, and owner of a
private security company based in Florida known as Silvercorp, was in charge of training a
contingent of 300 Venezuelan army deserters planning to enter Venezuela in a heavily armed
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Copy of contract with Silvercorp signed by
Juan Guaidó

caravan and seize Caracas within 96 hours.

In a video he released on social media, Goudreau
confirmed that the amphibious landing attempt
had been launched from Colombia and that
"other units" were active in the "south, west, and
east of Venezuela." By Sunday night Goudreau
was on television, being interviewed by the
Miami-based Venezuelan opposition propagandist
Patricia Poleo, whom he had provided with a
copy of a contract bearing the signatures of Juan
Guaidó and two of his associates, to retain the
services of Silvercorp for a fee of $212 million.
He also provided her with a secretly made
recording of a conversation he allegedly had with
the U.S.-appointed "president" of Venezuela as he
was about to sign the contract. Goudreau claimed
he had been stiffed by Guaidó and his people
who never came up with the money they agreed
to pay for his services. The contract was later
obtained by the Washington Post as well which
posted it in full, showing that it called for "an
operation to capture/detain/remove Nicolás
Maduro, remove the current Regime and install
the recognized Venezuelan President, Juan Guaidó."

Misión Verdad reports that after leaving Colombia the boats made a stop in Aruba before running
aground on the Venezuelan coast. It notes that Aruba, along with Bonaire and Curaçao, are part of
the Dutch crown colonies in the West Indies and that just last year, to appease the U.S., the
Netherlands recognized the imposter Juan Guaidó as Venezuela's president. Misión Verdad further
points out that Aruba and Curaçao house two U.S. bases, Reina Beatriz and Hato Rey, from which
the Southern Command coordinates a Forward Operating Location, spearheading its alleged
anti-drug operations in the region. It also recalls that on March 30 the cruise ship Resolute
rammed a Venezuelan Coast Guard vessel near Venezuela's La Tortuga Island, without having
requested permission to be in Venezuelan waters. The Resolute then took off for Curaçao. The
head of the FANB's Strategic Operational Command, Admiral in Chief Remigio Ceballos, stated in
mid-April that the Resolute was in the region to "plant mercenaries" in Venezuela.

At a press conference on May 3, Minister of the Interior, Justice and Peace, Nestor Reverol, and
Minister of Defence, Vladimir Padrino López, said that the Bolivarian forces' defensive operation
was ongoing and that further arrests of those involved could be expected -- which has in fact been
taking place. Padrino also announced that a new set of "Bolivarian Shield" military exercises
would begin immediately.

Since the arrests were made videos released by the Venezuelan government have been widely
circulated showing the two detained U.S. mercenaries, both former green berets, answering
questions about what they were hired to do, who they worked for, and more. Both said they were
employed under a contract signed between Silvercorp and Juan Guaidó and implicated the U.S.
government in the plot.

In a statement made before the accredited diplomatic corps and international media in Venezuela
on May 6, President Nicolás Maduro said the U.S. mercenaries had confessed their guilt and
would be tried, with full rights, for violating Venezuelan and international law. While denying the
U.S. had any "direct" involvement in the botched "Operation Gideon" Secretary of State Mike
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Pompeo said his government would use all the tools at its disposal to bring the two back to the
U.S. Regarding the owner of Silvercorp, Jordan Goudreau, who publicly took credit for the
criminal action, President Maduro said a request would be made for him to be extradited to face
justice in Venezuela.

President Maduro speaks to accredited diplomatic corps and international media, May 6, 2020.

TML Weekly denounces in the strongest of terms this latest episode in the dirty war the U.S. has
been waging against the sovereign government and people of the Bolivarian Republic of
Venezuela. The crimes against humanity of the U.S. imperialists are all the more reprehensible and
deserving of universal condemnation because they are aimed at taking advantage of the fact that
the Bolivarian government is fully engaged in battling the COVID-19 pandemic -- which it is
doing with exemplary responsibility and resourcefulness, achieving better results than any country
in Latin America in containing the virus, and doing so in spite of the stepped-up coercive
economic measures the U.S. is bringing to bear against it with the vain hope of finally achieving
its criminal aim of regime change.

While all this is taking place in front of everyone's eyes, not a peep has been heard from the
government of Canada which has all along done yeoman's service for the U.S. -- setting up and
leading its illegitimate Lima Group, voicing support for activation of the Cold War relic known as
the Rio Treaty against Venezuela[1]and promoting the U.S. puppet Juan Guaidó as the "legitimate"
president of Venezuela despite his lack of support inside Venezuela, and being exposed more every
day for the theft, corruption and violence he stands for. Meanwhile, Guaidó's fake "ambassador"
to Canada has taken to spewing out ugly rants against Cuba over Twitter in the style of the
anti-Cuba mafia in Southern Florida and its echo in the Trump administration. It is to its eternal
shame that in its efforts to appease the U.S. imperialists, the Trudeau government cannot bring
itself to speak against such infamy in a way that reflects the Canadian people's revulsion for the
criminal U.S.-led and incited assault against Venezuela and the role being played by the violent
coup forces it has helped to prop up and pass off as defenders of human rights and democracy.

TML Weekly calls on the people of Canada and Quebec to denounce the criminal machinations of
the increasingly desperate regime change forces and to show full support for the fight of the
Venezuelan people and their government led by President Nicolás Maduro, as they give expression
to the civil-military union that is a legacy of Commander Hugo Chávez and hallmark of the
Boliviarian revolution to safeguard their sovereignty and independence.

Note

1. "No to Imperialist Gangsterism! End the Brutal Siege of Venezuela!", Renewal Update, October
2, 2019

18



Rather than cancelling the meeting, the OAS
issues a press release stating it is inspecting the

meeting room. Click to enlarge.

What Canada Is Up To at the Organization of American States

- Sir Ronald Sanders -

On March 20, 2020, a reckless and irresponsible General Assembly (GA) was held by the
Organization of American States (OAS), putting the health of many at risk and giving an entirely
wrong example to the entire world. The meeting of at least 50 persons was held amid intense
concerns about the quickly spreading Coronavirus (COVID-19), and despite the strongest possible
recommendations by U.S. and international health authorities not to hold gatherings larger than 10
persons.

This dangerous act was done to hold the election for a Secretary-General of the Organization and
to gain an advantage for the incumbent, Luis Almagro, who was the declared candidate of the
U.S., Brazil and Colombia. Almagro's current term does not end until May 28. Therefore, the
meeting could easily have been postponed for at least a month, allowing time for greater control
of COVID-19.

Despite logic and good sense, many member
states of the Organization were coerced into
holding what was, at best, a wrongful meeting.
At worst, the meeting was illegal.

The meeting proceeded, based on the advice of
the Legal Secretary of the OAS. He is an
employee of the Secretariat and is answerable
to the Secretary-General. He may be the most
independent-minded and fair person in the
world, but because all his opinions have
synchronized with the positions of the
Secretary-General and powerful states within
the Organization, healthy scepticism of his
advice is understandable.

Remarkably, the Permanent Council of the OAS -- the supposedly highest, day-to-day decision-
making organ of the institution -- has no legal counsel of its own, and no machinery for seeking
external and independent legal guidance. Therefore, the opinion of the Legal Secretary prevails.

In the week running-up to the GA, the U.S. was in a state of heightened concern over COVID-19.
The official advice from the Mayor of the District of Columbia, the Pan-American Health
Organization (PAHO), the U.S. Centres for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), and the
President of the U.S. himself, was to hold no gatherings larger than ten persons.

Three days before the meeting, 13 CARICOM countries sent a joint letter to all member states of
the OAS and to the Secretary-General, pointing out the dangers of the meeting, and the powerful
advice from all pertinent health authorities, to postpone it. Haiti was the only CARICOM country
that did not sign the official letter.

While the CDC was asked to examine the OAS building at which the meeting was held, there were
no other pertinent checks. No one, entering the room, was checked for their travel history, or for
the travel history of persons with whom they had been in contact. Anyone could have been
COVID-19 positive, but simply displaying no symptoms. The virus is known to take up to 14 days
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to incubate. The dangerous consequences of that meeting may yet unfold.

Up to the day prior to the event, meetings of representatives of the regional groups of the
Organization were held electronically to consider the letter from the 13 Caribbean countries, which
had the private backing of many other states, although some of them were silent publicly for
whatever reason.

On March 19, the Legal Secretary gave the opinion that the GA could only be postponed by the
Permanent Council since the decision to hold the General Assembly on March 20 was taken by the
Permanent Council and only the Permanent Council could change its own rules. When asked
whether the Permanent Council could hold an electronic meeting to consider postponement, the
Legal Secretary gave the further opinion, ex cathedra, that the rules of the Council did not permit
electronic meetings. It seemed not to occur to him that the rules were written prior to the
technological age in which circumstances, such as COVID-19, did not exist. He also casually
dismissed the notion that where rules are silent on a course of action, simple common sense
should prevail. In all the opinions he gave, the Legal Secretary was backed up by the
representatives of the countries determined to hold the GA on March 20.

What is important to note here is that a precedent has now been set. No meetings of the Permanent
Council can be held electronically since the rules do not provide for it. The Organization may yet
be hoisted by this petard in the weeks ahead.

Of further note is that the GA was held under new rules of procedure that were not approved by
the GA itself, although only the GA could change its own rules. None of the states that insisted on
holding it, nor the Legal Secretary, has explained on what authority the rules were changed.

All of this is a sad indication of what the OAS has become. It is an organization run by a few for a
few. In any event, Luis Almagro was elected for a second term with 23 votes. Ten countries voted
for Maria Fernanda Espinosa, the remaining contender, since the Peruvian candidate Luis de Zela
had withdrawn, and Dominica was the sensible absentee.

Over the last few years, the OAS has experienced a bitter period of division among its member
states that has left the Organization weakened and lacking in a coherent vision of its way forward
in the collective interest of the people of the Americas that it was created to serve.

If these divisions are not bridged and these wounds are not healed, the Organization will continue
to exist only as a cauldron for disagreement and discord. This would be catastrophic for the OAS
as an institution. It would also be calamitous for Almagro's record.

Majority is not consensus. To operate only based on satisfying a majority, however achieved,
neglects the interests of many others. The OAS will not survive in constant contention, vexation
and division. Almagro's second term provides him a great opportunity to leave a legacy of which
he could be proud and which all member states could honour. It will require him to be attentive to
the needs and aspirations of each group within the OAS, and to forge a common and vibrant
agenda on which there is genuine consensus.

The member states themselves also must be committed to that goal and act on it, or the
Organization will wither into a few states, using it as a bullhorn for their own positions, disdained
by others tired of being subjugated.

(Sir Ronald Sanders is the non-resident High Commissioner to Canada of Antigua and Barbuda
and Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to the U.S. and the OAS.)

(March 26, 2020. Photo: OAS)
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Meetings of International Financial Institutions and G20

New hospital set up to deal with COVID-19 in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, with the help of
Cuban medical brigade.

Sir Ronald Sanders, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Antigua and Barbuda to the
United States and to the Organization of American States as well as non-resident High
Commissioner to Canada, in an article published April 19, wrote about the plight of the Caribbean
countries as a result of the coronavirus pandemic. All the countries had forecast good growth rates
for 2020 but that has all gone up in smoke. Sanders explains the situation facing the Caribbean
nations and, more generally, all the countries in the clutches of the international financial
institutions. His article reports on current meetings of these institutions and the decisions they are
taking which do not favour developing countries.

With significantly reduced revenues and increased emergency costs to prevent and contain the
coronavirus, many of the Caribbean countries will find it extremely difficult to pay the pensions
and wages of their public service establishments, Sanders writes. On April 16, heads of
government of the Caribbean Community (CARICOM) asked the International Financial
Institutions (IFIs), particularly the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank Group
(WBG) to access "assistance to meet the financial challenges arising from the crisis." They all need
both an injection of money to help them meet budgetary costs over the next nine months at least,
and a suspension of debt service payments to other governments and private lenders from whom
they have borrowed, Sanders explains. He writes:

"But it is clear that the countries that control the levers of the global economy, including the
decision-making bodies of the IMF, the WBG, and the Paris Club, have no intention of allowing
suspension of debt owed by middle-income and high-income Caribbean countries, even though,
the criteria is a false measurement of development and financial capability.

"G20 Finance Ministers -- the representatives of the world's richest nations -- meeting on April 15,
issued a communiqué that was long on words, but short on commitment to deliver on the needs of
any but low-income countries. It is almost as if countries are being punished for better policies
and economic performance.

"The COVID-19 pandemic has once again highlighted not only inequality between nations but,
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more importantly, the damaging consequences of an unjust economic order. While rich nations
will suffer unemployment and economic decline, they have all the resources to recover from these
circumstances. Developing countries -- particularly small developing states -- don't.

"Globally, there is now the prospect of a serious debt crisis, and the Caribbean is engulfed in it. If
the problem is not addressed, there will be more than $100 billion in capital outflows from
developing economies. That figure, calculated by reputable organizations, is nearly five times the
level from 2008 when a global recession was started by the failures of major U.S. banks.

"At the end of the disastrous effects of the pandemic -- whatever unpredictable shape that takes --
small developing countries, for the most part, will be left poorer, highly-indebted and with little
fiscal space, after debt servicing, to return to their growth projections in January 2020. COVID-19
has created a storm much worse than any brutal hurricane that the Caribbean has ever suffered.

"The G20 leaders said that they will do 'whatever it takes' to stop companies and households in
their countries from taking a heavy loss of income. But despite declaring that 'global action,
solidarity and international cooperation are more than ever necessary,' they have given no such
undertaking to the countries outside their own nations, except to low-income countries, which, in
the Caribbean is Haiti.

"The United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), on March 30, called for
a $2.5 trillion coronavirus package for developing countries. UNCTAD argued that this figure
matches the sum of 0.7 per cent of their Gross Domestic Product that developed countries had
pledged to deliver over the last ten years but didn't. Only five of them -- all in Europe -- fulfilled
their undertaking.

"UNCTAD detailed the use of the funds in three ways: a $1 trillion liquidity injection -- a kind of
helicopter money drop for those being left behind; a debt jubilee for distressed economies,
including an immediate debt standstill on sovereign debt payments; and a Marshall Plan for health
recovery, largely in the form of grants.

"While every developing country should agitate for acceptance of the UNCTAD proposal, it would
meet strong resistance from the most powerful nations. Already, the IMF's board of directors was
restrained by the countries with largest voting rights from lending to Venezuela and Iran. Further,
the defunding of the World Health Organization (WHO) by the United States because of its
perception that China influenced the organization over the pandemic, indicate political
considerations and not humanitarian or even financial ones.

"What the response to the COVID-19 pandemic has demonstrated again is that the prevailing
policies of the IMF and WBG are unhelpful to the majority of nations of the world, including the
Caribbean, that are classified as middle or high income, disregarding the many other factors of
their underdevelopment and vulnerabilities. For instance, the IMF/Bank proposals did not address
rescheduling or forgiveness of multilateral debt or debt owed to private banks.

"Caribbean countries will get loans from the IMF and WBG after going through many hoops, but
the process will not be swift, and the conditions will be rough. In these circumstances, Caribbean
governments, the private sector, political parties, and trade unions need to collaborate on the
actions they can jointly take to weather the gathering storm that has not yet fully formed. They
also must prepare for a long haul."

("Prepare for a Long Haul: the Storm Is Not Fully Formed," Sir Ronald Sanders, April 19, 2020. Photo: E.M. Enrique)
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International Campaign in the Philippines

On April 25, the Toronto Committee for Human Rights in the Philippines and the International
Coalition for Human Rights in the Philippines in Canada (ICHRP-Canada) hosted an online event
to bring to light the struggle of the people in the Philippines in general, and Negros Island in
particular, against the violence of the Duterte regime. Negros is second only to Mindanao in terms
of military presence and perpetration of violence against the people by the U.S.-backed Duterte
regime. Negros, the fourth largest island in the Philippines, is the most important sugar producing
region in the country and a critical region in the people's struggle, led by the Communist Party of
the Philippines and the New People's Army, to liberate their country from the clutches of U.S.
imperialism and foreign domination, as well as the local rich and landlords.

Clarizza Singson, Secretary General of the National Alliance for Human Rights in the Philippines
and a leading activist in a number of other organizations, including the North Negros Alliance of
Human Rights Advocates, was the main presenter. Due to her work in defence of people's rights in
the Philippines, Clarizza is subject to state surveillance and she and her family have had their lives
threatened by the state. These threats are taken very seriously as a number of her colleagues have
been executed by paramilitary forces. She is currently in Canada to speak about the critical
situation on Negros.

She explained that Negros is the sugar bowl of the
Philippines, with 90 per cent of the population
engaged in sugar production. Of 28 sugar mills in
the Philippines, 12 are in Negros. More than half
of the Philippines' 750,000 sugar workers live in
Negros and more than half of all Philippines'
sugar is produced there.
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The entry of the Philippines into the World Trade Organization in the mid-1990s and the Structural
Adjustment Program introduced as a result had dire consequences for the sugar workers and the
industry. Foreign sugar began to be imported into the islands, which drove down wages and
working conditions. Sugar workers in Negros earn less than half the minimum wage level
recognized by the government. Ninety-five per cent of the work is done based on a piecework
system and workers, as individual contractors, are forced to hire their children and other family
members to meet the quotas needed to subsist. The piecework system and the low wages reinforce
the use of child labour. Poverty and hunger haunt a majority of people in Negros every single day.

During the off-season, sugar workers have to go to the city to earn some income -- in
construction, as domestics or in similar fields -- where they live on the margins of society.

In Negros, and elsewhere in the Philippines, the Communist Party of the Philippines and New
People's Army have introduced what is called "Bungkalan" as part of their land reform campaign.
After the sugar harvest, the peasants take possession of the land to grow their own food. Those
who work the land earn work points, their share in the bounty of their own labour. On Negros
more than 200 Bungkalan have been established and it has shaken the exploitative feudal hacienda
system on the island. The Philippine state, headed by Duterte, which represents the hacienderos
and warlords, has unleashed fascist violence -- so-called counter-insurgency programs patterned
on U.S. counter-insurgency programs -- to crush the people's resistance.

Several massacres by Duterte forces have been documented by rights organizations, including the
Sagay Massacre on October 20, 2018 when nine people were killed. Secretary General Ben Ramos
of the National Union of People's Lawyers of the Philippines was killed November 6, 2018, as
they were preparing legal campaigns seeking justice for the Sagay Massacre. Ninety-nine political
prisoners currently remain in detention.

Negros has been under a State of Emergency since
November 22, 2018 and "A National Task Force to
End Local Communist Armed Conflict" was
established in December 2018. This has increased
the number of extra-judicial killings and state
violence. Negros had the highest number of
extrajudicial killings in the Philippines in the first
year of the State of Emergency with eighty-seven
people brutally murdered.

At the same time, the military has conducted an
organized campaign to raid the offices of Bayan
and other people's defence organizations in order

to disrupt these organizations' work to defend the legal rights of the people.

A massive disinformation campaign of fake surrenders and confessions is also carried out against
the people's forces in order to disorganize and disrupt their growing strength. The ongoing
military presence and occupation of Negros and other islands force people to flee their homes in
the wake of threats, intimidation and judicial killings. Homes of suspected New People's Army
supporters are razed to the ground as part of the fascist violence and terror against the people.

Despite the ongoing terror and violence and every effort by the U.S.-backed Duterte regime to
subvert their struggle, the Philippine people's movement for self-determination and liberation in
Negros and other islands continues to grow. TML Weekly calls on everyone to support the
important work of the International Coalition for Human Rights in the Philippines in Canada and
step up support for the heroic Philippine people's struggle for emancipation, self-determination,
independence and peace.
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Action against killings on Negros Island held in Washington, DC, April 10, 2019.

(Photos: TML, Bayan, Negros 14)

COVID-19 Update

The United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) this week raised
the alarm about the need to support those countries with limited capacity to fight COVID-19. "The
peak of the disease in the world's poorest countries is not expected until some point over the next
three to six months. However, there is already evidence of incomes plummeting and jobs
disappearing, food supplies falling and prices soaring, and children missing vaccinations and
meals," states a May 7 UN press release.

Mark Lowcock, the United Nations' Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and
Emergency Relief Coordinator, called for swift and determined action to avoid the most
destabilizing effects of the COVID-19 pandemic in those countries. "The COVID-19 pandemic is
hurting us all. But the most devastating and destabilizing effects will be felt in the world's poorest
countries. In the poorest countries we can already see economies contracting as export earnings,
remittances and tourism disappear," said Lowcock. "Unless we take action now, we should be
prepared for a significant rise in conflict, hunger and poverty. The spectre of multiple famines
looms."

The OCHA is calling on countries to contribute an additional U.S.$6.7 billion to the COVID-19
Global Humanitarian Response Plan, to carry through its work to the end of 2020. The global plan
is the primary international fundraising mechanism to respond to the humanitarian impacts of the
virus in low- and middle-income countries and support their efforts to fight it. The plan brings
together appeals from WHO and other UN humanitarian agencies. The plan has been updated and
expanded to include nine additional vulnerable countries: Benin, Djibouti, Liberia, Mozambique,
Pakistan, the Philippines, Sierra Leone, Togo and Zimbabwe, as well as programs to respond to
the growth in food insecurity.

In a similar vein, the International Labour Organization (ILO) recently issued a report which
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informs that the pandemic and containment measures threaten to increase relative poverty levels
among the world's so-called informal economy workers (generally workers who are
self-employed or unorganized) by as much as 56 per cent in low-income countries.[1] In
high-income countries, relative poverty levels among informal workers is estimated to increase by
52 per cent, while in upper middle-income countries the increase is estimated to be 21 per cent. In
a May 7 press release, the ILO notes, "As many as 1.6 billion of the world's two billion informal
economy workers are affected by lockdown and containment measures. Most are working in the
hardest-hit sectors or in small units more vulnerable to shocks.

"These include workers in accommodation and food services, manufacturing, wholesale and
retail, and the more than 500 million farmers producing for the urban market. Women are
particularly affected in high-risk sectors, the report says.

"In addition, with these workers needing to work to feed their families, COVID-19 containment
measures in many countries cannot be implemented successfully. This is endangering
governments' efforts to protect the population and fight the pandemic. It may become a source of
social tension in countries with large informal economies, the report says.

"More than 75 per cent of total informal employment takes place in businesses of fewer than ten
workers, including 45 per cent of independent workers without employees.

"With most informal workers having no other means of support, they face an almost unsolvable
dilemma: to die from hunger or from the virus, the briefing says. This has been exacerbated by
disruptions in food supplies, which has particularly affected those in the informal economy.

"For the world's 67 million domestic workers, 75 per cent of whom are informal workers,
unemployment has become as threatening as the virus itself. Many have not been able to work,
whether at the request of their employers or in compliance with lockdowns. Those who do
continue to go to work face a high risk of contagion, caring for families in private households.
For the 11 million migrant domestic workers the situation is even worse.

[...]

"The countries with the largest informal economies where full lockdowns have been adopted, are
suffering the most from the consequences of the pandemic. Informal economy workers
significantly impacted by lockdown varies from 89 per cent in Latin America and the Arab States
to 83 per cent in Africa, 73 per cent in Asia and the Pacific, and 64 per cent in Europe and Central
Asia."

Unionized workers also face uncertainty and insecurity due to insufficient protective equipment
and health and safety measures being provided by employers and the lack of enforcement by
governments. The International Trade Union Confederations (ITUC) conducted its third
COVID-19 survey April 20 to 23, with the participation of 148 trade unions in 107 countries,
including 17 from G20 countries and 35 from OECD countries. It found that "[t]rade unions from
just one in five (21 per cent) countries would rate the measures that are in place to protect workers
from the spread of the virus at work as good. Most (54 per cent or 58 countries) would rate these
protections as fair. Twenty-six countries (24 per cent) would rate the protections as poor."

The ITUC also points out, "Workers need official recognition of COVID-19 as an occupational
disease and governments to require reporting and recording of work-related cases, as well as
compensation schemes and medical care for victims for work-related COVID-19 and for their
bereaved families."

As various countries move to "reopen economies" to some degree, the ITUC informs that
workplace safety is still sorely lacking around the world: "In the Americas 44 per cent of countries
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say measures for safe workplace are poor, and in Africa 41 per cent of countries say workplace
safety is poor. Only 25 per cent of countries in Europe rate measures to protect workers from the
spread of the virus as good.

"While many countries continue to respond to high levels of infections and deaths, shortages of
Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) for health and care workers is a serious issue in the majority
of countries.

"Under half (49 per cent) of countries said that they always or very often have adequate supplies
of PPE available for all health workers and care workers responding to the virus. Fifty-one per
cent of countries said PPE supplies are sometimes, rarely or never adequate, exposing the risks
faced by millions of frontline health and care workers responding to the pandemic."

Note

1. The definition of the informal economy varies, with the ILO itself giving a somewhat
complicated definition based on various national conditions. The organization Women in Informal
Employment Globalizing and Organizing provides this relatively concise and informative
definition: "The informal economy is the diversified set of economic activities, enterprises, jobs,
and workers that are not regulated or protected by the state. The concept originally applied to
self-employment in small unregistered enterprises. It has been expanded to include wage
employment in unprotected jobs."

Number of Cases Worldwide

As of May 9, the worldwide statistics for COVID-19 pandemic as reported by Worldometer were:

- Total reported cases: 4,005,655. This is 579,273 more than the total reported on May 2 of
3,426,382. The increase in cases compared to the previous week was 570,683.

- Total active cases: 2,353,895. This is 261,951 more than the number reported on May 2 of
2,091,944. The increase in total active cases compared to the previous week was 250,668.

- Closed cases: 1,651,760. This is 317,322 more than the number reported on May 2 of 1,334,438.
This compares to an increase in the previous week of 320,015.

- Deaths: 275,669. This is 35,181 more deaths than on May 2, when the toll was 240,488. This
compares to an increase in the previous week of 41,956.

- Recovered: 1,376,091. This is up 282,141 from the May 2 figure of 1,093,950 and compares to an
increase the previous week of 278,059 recoveries.

There were 96,262 new cases from May 7 to 8. This compares to the one-day increase in cases
from April 30 to May 1 of 94,550 new cases.

The disease was present in 212 countries and territories, the same as the week prior. Of these, 56
countries had less than 100 cases, as compared to May 2 when there were 63 countries with less
than 100 cases. There are eight countries/territories without active cases this week, up from four
the previous week. They are Belize (18 cases; 16 recovered; 2 deaths), New Caledonia (18 cases,
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all recovered); the Malvinas (13 cases, all recovered); Greenland (11 cases, all recovered);
Suriname (10 cases; 9 recovered; 1 death); Papua New Guinea (8 cases, all recovered); St. Barth (6
cases, all recovered); Anguilla (3 cases, all recovered).

The five countries with the highest number of cases on May 9 are noted below, accompanied by
the number of cases and deaths per million population:

USA: 1,318,686 (1,018,180 active; 222,008 recovered; 78,498 deaths) and 3,984 cases per million;
237 deaths per million
- May 2: 1,131,030 (903,714 active; 161,563 recovered; 65,753 deaths) and 3,417 cases per million;
199 deaths per million

Spain: 260,117 (65,410 active; 168,408 recovered; 26,299 deaths)
and 5,563 cases per million; 562 deaths per million
- May 2: 242,979 (75,714 active; 142,441 recovered; 24,824 deaths); 5,197 cases per million; 531
deaths per million

Italy: 217,185 (87,961 active; 99,023 recovered; 30,201 deaths) and 3,592 cases per million; 500
deaths per million
- May 2: 207,428 (100,943 active; 78,249 recovered; 28,236 deaths) and 3,431 cases per million;
467 deaths per million

UK: 211,364 (179,779 active; recovered N/A; 31,241 deaths) and 3,114 cases per million; 460
deaths per million
- May 2: 177,454 (149,600 active; recovered N/A; 27,510 deaths) and 2,614 cases per million; 405
deaths per million

Russia: 187,859 (159,528 active; 26,608 recovered; 1,723 deaths)
and 1,287 cases per million; 12 deaths per million
- May 2: 114,431 (100,042 active; 13,220 recovered; 1,169 deaths) and 784 cases per million; 8
deaths per million

The U.S. alone has about 33 per cent of all cases worldwide as compared to 33.28 on May 2.
Cases in Europe comprise 39.48 per cent of all cases worldwide, as compared to 41.16 on May 2.

A notable change is that Russia had a large increase in cases over the past week and is now the
country with the fifth highest number of reported cases worldwide.

Cases in Top Five Countries by Region

In Europe on May 9, the country with the fourth and fifth highest number of reported cases after
the three listed above are France and Germany:

France: 176,079 (94,067 active; 55,782 recovered; 26,230 deaths)
and 2,698 cases per million; 402 deaths per million
- May 2: 167,346 (92,540 active; 50,212 recovered; 24,594 deaths) and 2,564 cases per million; 377
deaths per million

Germany: 170,678 (21,468 active; 141,700 recovered; 7,510 deaths) and 2,037 cases per million;
90 deaths per million
- May 2: 164,077 (30,441 active; 126,900 recovered; 6,736 death) and 1,958 cases per million; 80
deaths per million

In Italy, the first country in Europe to apply a national lockdown, more than 4 million people were
allowed to return to work on May 5. They were also allowed to visit relatives for the first time
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since March, as long as they do so in small groups and do not travel outside of their home region.
Restaurants and coffee bars, until now limited to delivery services, were permitted to offer
takeaway options. Parks and public areas reopened. Mourners could attend funerals but only up to
15 people at a time. Social distancing rules remain in force. Prime Minister Giuseppe Conte's
government plans to further loosen Italy's lockdown in two-week increments going forward. But
he warned that if the coronavirus infection rates or death toll starts to worsen, that timeline could
be pushed back.

In Eurasia on May 9:

Russia tops the list as reported above, followed by:

Turkey: 135,569 (45,484 active; 86,396 recovered; 3,689 deaths) and 1,607 cases per million; 44
deaths per million
- May 2: 122,392 (65,326 active; 53,808 recovered; 3,258 deaths) and 1,451 cases per million; 39
deaths per million

Kazakhstan: 4,834 (3,172 active; 1,631 recovered; 31 deaths) and 257 cases per million; 2 deaths
per million
- May 2: 3,597 (2,650 active; 922 recovered; 25 deaths) and 192 cases per million; 1 death per
million

Armenia: 3,029 (1,768 active; 1,218 recovered; 43 deaths)
and 1,022 cases per million; 15 deaths per million
- May 2: 2,148 (1,138 active; 977 recovered; 33 deaths) and 725 cases per million; 11 deaths per
million

Uzbekistan: 2,325 (540 active; 1,775 recovered; 10 deaths) and 69 cases per million; 0.3 deaths per
million
- May 2: 2,086 (865 active; 1,212 recovered; 9 deaths) and 62 cases per million; 0.3 deaths per
million

In West Asia on May 9:

Iran: 104,691 (14,313 active; 83,837 recovered; 6,541 deaths) and 1,246 cases per million; 78
deaths per million
- May 2: 95,646 (13,237 active; 76,318 recovered; 6,091 deaths) and 1,139 cases per million; 73
deaths per million

Saudi Arabia: 35,432 (26,083 active; 9,120 recovered; 229 deaths) and 1,018 cases per million; 7
deaths per million
- May 2: 24,097 (20,373 active; 3,555 recovered; 169 deaths) and 692 cases per million; 5 deaths
per million

Qatar: 20,201 (17,819 active; 2,370 recovered; 12 deaths)
and 7,012 cases per million; 4 deaths per million
- May 2: 14,096 (12,648 active; 1,436 recovered; 12 deaths) and 4,893 cases per million; 4 deaths
per million

UAE: 16,793 (12,782 active; 3,837 recovered; 174 deaths)
and 1,698 cases per million; 18 deaths per million
- May 2: 13,038 (10,384 active; 2,543 recovered; 111 deaths) and 1,318 cases per million; 11 deaths
per million

Israel: 16,436 (4,962 active; 11,229 recovered; 245 deaths) and 1,899 cases per million; 28 deaths
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per million
- May 2: 16,101 (6,720 active; 9,156 recovered; 225 deaths) and 1,860 cases per million; 26 deaths
per million

While Iran continues to have the most cases in West Asia, its situation is generally improving
despite the brutal U.S. sanctions regime. It has brought the rate of new daily cases under 2,000
since April 8, compared to a peak of 3,186 new cases on March 30. The number of active cases
peaked on April 5 at 32,612 cases. The rate of daily deaths peaked on April 4 at 158 and has been
decreasing since then, remaining under 100 per day since April 14, and reaching the lowest rate in
11 weeks of 55 deaths on May 8. In spite of the inhuman sanctions, Iran has sent 40,000
COVID-19 test kits to Germany, Turkey and other countries.

In Qatar, the number of infections continues to rise. Qatari newspaper The Peninsula reported on
April 27 that "Most of the new cases registered are due to expatriate workers working in different
occupations who have been in contact with previously discovered cases, as well as recording new
cases of COVID-19 among groups of workers from outside the industrial area who were
identified through testing by the Ministry of Public Health." Out of Qatar's 2.8 million population,
only about 300,000 to 400,000 are citizens; the rest are migrant workers and expatriates. Some 60
per cent of Qatar's population are low-wage migrant workers living in "labour camps" where they
are not provided with dignified conditions. They are unable to maintain social distancing and
proper hygiene.

One of the most vulnerable countries worldwide is Yemen, news agencies report. Before the
pandemic, it was already affected by the war waged on it by Saudi Arabia with the connivance of
the U.S. and Canada, as well as starvation and cholera. The first cluster of coronavirus infections
was confirmed in Yemen on April 10, and humanitarian officials fear the virus will tear through
with unprecedented speed and severity. "The factors are all here: Low levels of general immunity,
high levels of acute vulnerability, and a fragile, overwhelmed health system," Lise Grande, the UN
humanitarian coordinator for Yemen, said in a statement last week.

In South Asia on May 9:

India: 59,693 (39,821 active; 17,887 recovered; 1,985 deaths) and 43 cases per million; 1 death per
million
- May 2: 37,257 (26,027 active; 10,007 recovered; 1,223 deaths) and 27 cases per million; 0.9
deaths per million

Pakistan: 26,435 (18,306 active; 7,530 recovered; 599 deaths) and 120 cases per million; 3 deaths
per million
- May 2: 18,092 (13,324 active; 4,351 recovered; 417 deaths) and 82 cases per million; 2 deaths per
million

Bangladesh: 13,134 (10,827 active; 2,101 recovered; 206 deaths) and 80 cases per million; 1 death
per million
- May 2: 8,238 (7,894 active; 174 recovered; 170 deaths) and 50 cases per million; 1 death per
million

Afghanistan: 3,778 (3,197 active; 472 recovered; 109 deaths) and 97 cases per million; 3 cases per
million
- May 2: 2,335 (1,957 active; 310 recovered; 68 deaths) and 60 cases per million; 2 deaths per
million

Sri Lanka: 824 (575 active; 240 recovered; 9 deaths) and 38 cases per million; 0.4 deaths per
million
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- May 2: 690 (521 active; 162 recovered; 7 deaths) and 32 cases per million; 0.3 deaths per million

In the case of India the statistics are not trustworthy due to the marginalization of the hundreds of
millions of migrant daily wage earners who have been displaced. The ruling elite and their state,
using the cover of the pandemic, have demanded that the work day be increased to 12 hours. Four
states have already issued notifications to that effect. Working people are fighting this latest attack
on their rights. Last December, around 250 million people went on strike to oppose these
measures. The Reserve Bank of India has revealed that it has forgiven Rs 68,000 crores
(CAD$12.56 billion) loans to a handful of defaulters, all big players of the ruling class. Meanwhile
hundreds of millions of daily wage earners have no food. The state has deployed the army, police,
paramilitary forces, parliament and courts to rob the labour and resources of the people. This is
the meaning of the proclamation that India is the "world's largest democracy" i.e., that it is most
efficient and advanced in the looting of public funds to the tune of trillions of dollars every year,
which is the model of the Indian ruling elite.

Also in India, many human rights activists have been arrested by the authorities under trumped up
charges like sedition for their postings on social media or speeches during protests against the
Citizenship Amendment Act, which was enacted in December 2019. Many journalists are either
arrested or threatened, students have also been picked up. Communal poison is being spewed out
by the affiliates of the ruling party and a section of corporate media inciting beastly hatred on the
basis of religion. Reports indicate that the ruling elite want to organize a blood bath, anarchy and
violence because it serves them very well. It wants to split the unity and solidarity of the toiling
people, Dalits (the so-called Untouchables), farmers, workers, teachers, office workers, health
workers etc. Thrown into unemployment by the pandemic, a majority of workers are walking to
their villages, along with their children, because they have no money to buy food or a train ticket.
The government is doing a huge public relations exercise to claim it is taking people home on
trains while the Air Force showers petals from the skies, with videos on social media portraying
this great image of India as "vishav guru" -- teacher of the world.

In Bangladesh, the international trade union federation IndustriALL is calling on Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina to immediately address the impact of COVID-19 on workers, and consult unions
including IndustriALL Bangladesh Council (IBC) on the way forward. IndustriALL reports that:

"Rushing to contain the spread of COVID-19 in Bangladesh, the government declared a general
holiday from March 36 to April 5, which was then extended until April 14. With some exceptions,
the lockdown was further extended until May 3.

"Confusion ahead of the general shutdown resulted in stress and panic, as large numbers of
workers, mostly women, were not paid, thousands laid off and many set off on foot and by
dangerous modes of transport to leave Dhaka.

"Despite the lockdown, many factories are now running, exposing workers to infection. There
have been protests of workers demanding payment of wages during the lockdown.

"According to the Bangladesh Garment Manufacturers and Exporters Association (BGMEA)
export orders of 982 million pieces, worth US$3.18 billion have been cancelled or suspended,
affecting 2.28 million workers in 1,150 factories. As the global action to support the garment
industry gets underway, the crisis is getting worse in Bangladesh.

"IndustriALL general secretary Valter Sanches, expressed serious concerns over the health and
safety, economic and social impacts of COVID-19 on Bangladeshi workers:

"'No worker in any industry should be laid-off/retrenched/fired during the lockdown period. All
workers must be paid in full without any wage deduction and Eid Bonus should be paid by May

31



15. The government should consult unions and set up a tripartite committee to monitor and assess
the situation and recommend steps as needed.

"'The government should ensure that factory owners provide hand sanitizers, soap, and PPEs for
workers. In case workers are diagnosed with the coronavirus, their treatment must be done free of
cost.'"

In a letter to the European delegation in Dhaka, the IBC underlined, "According to preliminary
reports, over 500,000 garment workers will not get any payment due to ongoing unjust lay-offs,
which will lead to a massive social crisis.

"'We urged the EU delegation to provide possible support Bangladeshi workers and ensure that no
brands, buyers postpone or cancels work order and they clear the dues to their suppliers. In order
to avoid the humanitarian crisis, the government, brands and employers have to take shared
responsibility to ensure that workers' wages and benefits are paid, jobs are secured and they
receive social protection.'' China Rahman, IBC general secretary said.

In Southeast Asia on May 9:

Singapore: 21,707 (19,647 active; 2,040 recovered; 20 deaths) and 3,710 cases per million; 3
deaths per million
- May 2: 17,101 (15,817 active; 1,268 recovered; 16 deaths) and 2,923 cases per million; 3 deaths
per million

Indonesia: 13,112 (9,675 active; 2,494 recovered; 943 deaths) and 48 cases per million; 3 deaths
per million
- May 2: 10,551 (8,160 active; 1,591 recovered; 800 deaths) and 39 cases per million; 3 deaths per
million

Philippines: 10,463 (8,033 active; 1,734 recovered; 696 deaths) and 95 cases per million; 6 deaths
per million
- May 2: 8,772 (7,109 active; 1,084 recovered; 579 deaths) and 80 cases per million; 5 deaths per
million

Malaysia: 6,535 (1,564 active; 4,864 recovered; 107 deaths) and 202 cases per million; 3 deaths
per million
- May 2: 6,071 (1,758 active; 4,210 recovered; 103 deaths) and 188 cases per million; 3 deaths per
million

Thailand: 3,000 (161 active; 2,784 recovered; 55 deaths) and 43 cases per million; 0.8 deaths per
million
- May 2: 2,960 (187 active; 2,719 recovered; 54 deaths) and 42 cases per million; 0.8 deaths per
million

The number of cases in Singapore continues to rise, due to the poor living conditions imposed on
its large foreign workforce. John Gee, a former president of Transient Workers Count Too noted
in an April 28 article that "The vulnerability of male migrant workers to infection is not primarily
due to anything that has happened since the outbreak began, but to a pre-existing condition: the
status established for them years before COVID-19 appeared. It was constructed from policies,
practices and attitudes that housed male migrant workers in crowded accommodation, kept their
wages low and made them dependent on keeping the goodwill of their employers in order to
remain employed. The workers tolerated poor conditions of accommodation and transportation
and other poor treatment, often including putting up with illness rather than seeking medical
attention and time off, as the price to be paid for retaining a job.
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"Simply tweaking the existing conditions will not be enough to put this situation right: a little more
living space and a few more showers won't fix it. An overhaul of migrant worker policy is long
overdue, but now at least, there may be stronger public support for it than ever before and a
readiness to accept that, no matter what pleas of cost or inconvenience may be made, there are
minimum standards for the treatment of these fellow human beings that must be affirmed, in
deeds as well as words."

In Vietnam, with the country going 21 days without any community transmission of COVID-19,
Prime Minister Nguyen Xuan Phuc has allowed localities to organize events with large gatherings,
including sports events and festivals, in public places, but people are still advised to wear face
masks and use hand sanitizers. Most non-essential services can resume, with the exception of
karaoke parlours and discos. The relaxation of restrictions comes two weeks after the Prime
Minister issued a directive asking localities to stop all religious gatherings, sports events and
crowded festivals in public places, and extending the closure of "non-essential" business services.
He also lifted the requirement for students to wear face masks while studying in class and physical
distancing measures in classrooms. Many schools had been splitting study times into morning and
afternoon slots with each class split between two rooms and only one student per table.

The Prime Minister ordered localities to continue implementation of measures to prevent the risk
of infections from abroad. All those returning from foreign countries will be placed under
quarantine for 14 days. The suspension of the entry for foreign nationals in place since March 22
remains in effect -- only those with diplomatic or official passports, or coming for special
economic projects, are allowed to enter the country under strict medical surveillance.

As of May 7, Vietnam resumed local transportation and lifted all social distancing restrictions on
buses, taxis, aircraft and trains. But all passengers are still requested to wear face masks.

Vietnam's main focus now will be to rebuild its economy. "Speeding up economic recovery and
building the country is an important priority task which needs to be focused on at all levels
without ignoring anti-pandemic measures," the Prime Minister said.

He asked localities and relevant agencies to help remove obstacles for businesses and speed up
financial support for poor people and businesses affected by the COVID-19 pandemic.

The government passed a VND62 trillion ($2.6 billion) financial support package to support 20
million poor people and those hit hard by the COVID-19 crisis. Of the package, VND12.4 trillion
($530.7 million) has been disbursed.

As of May 9, Vietnam reported a total of 288 cases, with 241 recovered, 47 active cases and no
deaths.

In East Asia on May 9:

China: 82,886 (260 active; 77,993 recovered; 4,633 deaths) and 58 cases per million; 3 deaths per
million
- May 2: 82,874 (599 active; 77,642 recovered; 4,633 deaths) and 58 cases per million; 3 deaths per
million

Japan: 15,575 (9,839 active; 5,146 recovered; 590 deaths) and 123 cases per million; 5 deaths per
million
- May 2: 14,305 (10,875 active; 2,975 recovered; 455 deaths) and 113 cases per million; 4 deaths
per million

South Korea: 10,822 (1,082 active; 9,484 recovered; 256 deaths) and 211 cases per million; 5
deaths per million
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- May 2: 10,774 (1,454 active; 9,072 recovered; 248 deaths) and 210 cases per million; 5 deaths per
million

Taiwan: 440 (79 active; 355 recovered; 6 deaths) and 18 cases per million; 0.3 deaths per million
- May 2: 429 (99 active; 324 recovered; 6 deaths) and 18 cases per million; 0.3 deaths per million

In North America on May 9:

USA: 1,318,686 (1,018,180 active; 222,008 recovered; 78,498 deaths) and 3,984 cases per million;
237 deaths per million
- May 2: 1,131,030 (903,714 active; 161,563 recovered; 65,753 deaths) and 3,417 cases per million;
199 deaths per million

Canada: 66,326 (31,811 active; 29,948 recovered; 4,567 deaths) and 1,757 cases per million; 121
deaths per million
- May 2: 55,061 (28,919 active; 22,751 recovered; 3,391 deaths) and 1,459 cases per million; 90
deaths per million

Mexico: 29,616 (8,874 active; 17,781 recovered; 2,961 deaths) and 230 cases per million; 23 deaths
per million
- May 2: 19,224 (5,942 active; 11,423 recovered; 1,859 deaths) and 149 cases per million; 14 deaths
per million

The political crisis in the U.S. -- a failed state whose ruling elite cannot govern with legitimacy nor
provide for the needs of its people -- continues to exacerbate the pandemic situation there. The
crisis of legitimacy and credibility of the whole status quo has deepened with the President
publicly suggesting people can drink and inject themselves with household disinfectants. People
are looking for solutions for the problems they face, based on the foundation of affirming the
rights of all.

While patting himself on the back for doing a "great job," President Trump admitted in a May 3
interview that the total number of deaths in the U.S. due to the pandemic could surpass 100,000.
Meanwhile, the disinformation, deception and fraud of the ruling elite continues. Secretary of
State Mike Pompeo claims that the government has "overwhelming evidence" that the COVID-19
virus was made in a lab in Wuhan, China. They do not want the people in the U.S. to look at their
own economic system, political process and inhuman conditions which are forced on them. Just
like before the 2016 presidential election when the Republican Party blamed China for
unemployment and immigrants for joblessness, it has instructed members and supporters not to
defend Trump for the hundreds of lies he tells, but to go after China. Trump is suggesting that he
may slap tariffs on China and Republicans are saying that the administration may not honour the
more than $3 trillion debt that the Chinese are holding in the form of Treasury Bills and other debt
instruments.

Workers in meat processing plants that have been opened by Trump's April 28 executive order, are
calling on people to join a campaign for Meatless Mondays to highlight the dangerous working
conditions, where they have to work without personal protective equipment. As of May 1, there
were COVID-19 outbreaks in at least 115 plants in 19 states, with 4,913 workers made sick and 20
deaths, figures that are considered conservative due to some plants not providing information.

One of the CEOs of these meat companies has blamed the workers and their "culture" for the
spread of the virus. Republican Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell  is bringing in legislation
so that the corporations cannot be held liable for violations of safety regulations at the place of
work. The corporations are using the cover of the pandemic to wipe out legal recourse for their
egregious conduct and lack of standards. This is the ugly reality of the liberal democratic
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institutions that the ideologues of the monopolies sing hosannas to. 

In Central America and the Caribbean on May 9:

Dominican Republic: 9,376 (6,710 active; 2,286 recovered; 380 deaths) and 864 cases per million;
35 and deaths per million
- May 2: 7,288 (5,588 active; 1,387 recovered; 313 deaths) and 672 cases per million; 29 deaths per
million

Panama: 7,868 (6,757 active; 886 recovered; 225 deaths) and 1,824 cases per million; 52 deaths
per million
- May 2: 6,532 (5,768 active; 576 recovered; 188 deaths) and 1,514 cases per million; 44 deaths per
million

Cuba: 1,741 (589 active; 1,078 recovered; 74 deaths) and 154 cases per million; 7 deaths per
million
- May 2: 1,537 (759 active; 714 recovered; 64 deaths) and 136 cases per million; 6 deaths per
million

Honduras: 1,685 (1,426 active; 154 recovered; 105 deaths) and 170 cases per million; 11 deaths
per million
- May 2: 804 (617 active; 112 recovered; 75 deaths) and 81 cases per million; 8 deaths per million

Guatemala: 832 (719 active; 90 recovered; 23 deaths) and 46 cases per million; 1 death per
million
- May 2: 644 (556 active; 72 recovered; 16 deaths)

In South America on May 9:

Brazil: 145,328 (80,081 active; 55,350 recovered; 9,897 deaths) and 684 cases per million; 47
deaths per million
- May 2: 92,109 (47,660 active; 38,039 recovered; 6,410 deaths) and 433 cases per million; 30
deaths per million

Peru: 61,847 (41,121 active; 19,012 recovered; 1,714 deaths) and 1,876 cases per million; 52
deaths per million
- May 2: 40,459 (28,206 active; 11,129 recovered; 1,124 deaths) and 1,227 cases per million; 34
deaths per million

Ecuador: 30,298 (25,211 active; 3,433 recovered; 1,654 deaths) and 1,717 cases per million; 94
deaths per million
- May 2: 26,336 (23,360 active; 1,913 recovered; 1,063 deaths) and 1,493 cases per million; 60
deaths per million

Chile: 25,972 (13,518 active; 12,160 recovered; 294 deaths) and 1,359 cases per million; 15 deaths
per million
- May 2: 17,008 (7,756 active; 9,018 recovered; 234 deaths) and 890 cases per million; 12 deaths
per million

Colombia: 9,456 (6,749 active; 2,300 recovered; 407 deaths) and 186 cases per million; 8 deaths
per million
- May 2: 7,006 (5,141 active; 1,551 recovered; 314 deaths) and 138 cases per million; 6 deaths per
million

In Brazil, the self-serving actions and corruption of the Bolsonaro government are the main factor
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in the worsening pandemic situation, where the daily rate of new infections and daily deaths
continues to rise sharply. President Jair Bolsonaro continues to reiterate his rejection of the social
distancing and self-isolation to contain the pandemic. Many specialists believe that the total
number of people infected by COVID-19 could be 15 times higher than reported by the authorities
because only serious cases are being tested.

On March 18, an impeachment request was filed against Bolsonaro by legislators of the Socialism
and Liberty Party, asserting the president was not following the necessary health procedures amid
the COVID-19 pandemic, making the Brazilian population more vulnerable to the coronavirus.
The impeachment request came two days after the president took part in a rally calling for the
closure of the House of Representatives and the return of military rule. The impeachment request
has been signed by more than one million people so far. In April, Bolsonaro fired the Health
Minister for following World Health Organization guidelines to stop the pandemic, and is also
accused of undermining attempts by governors and municipal authorities to implement social
distancing measures.

On May 1, in a video posted on social media, former president Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva said that
the post coronavirus pandemic world needs to transform the social relations in Brazil.

"History teaches us that huge tragedies tend to give birth to huge transformations. What we hope
for, what I hope for, is that the world that comes after the coronavirus will be a universal
community in which men and women, in harmony with nature are at the centre of it, with
technology and economics working for them and not the other way around, as has happened till
today. In the post coronavirus pandemic world that I hope for, let the collective will triumph over
the individual and let generosity and solidarity triumph over profit." 

Lula pointed to capitalism as responsible for the crisis and highlighted that it is the workers who
guarantee global production. "Three hundred thousand cadavers were necessary for humanity to
see the truth that we, the workers, have known since we were born. The coronavirus tragedy has
shed light on an immutable truth: what sustains capitalism is not capital. It is us, the workers. It is
this truth, long known to us, that is leading the major economic publications in the world, the
Bibles of the global elite, to claim that capitalism's days are numbered. It surely does. It is
moribund. Now the task of constructing the new world to come is in our hands, the hands of
workers."

When referring to Jair Bolsonaro, Lula suggested that great tragedies reveal "the true nature of
people and things," adding that "I am not only referring to the president's trivialization of the
memory of more than 5,000 Brazilians who have died from Covid. The pandemic has left
capitalism naked."

The former president also spoke of the importance of solidarity within the working class at this
moment in time. "Brazil has always been a land of hope. Regardless of the extreme difficulties, we
that were born and grew up here know how to face them, and how to reinvent ourselves in order
to grow. Hate and ignorance feed off each other and are the opposite of what's inside the Brazilian
soul. As a Brazilian, I am certain we will overcome this tragedy and enter a better world, a better
Brazil. It is now, in the middle of the storm that Brazilians are showing who they really are, what
we are: generous, tolerant and full of solidarity. It is with this spirit, this joy and this creativity that
we are fighting to leave the darkness and bring about, as quickly as possible, the dawn of social
justice, of equality and freedom."

Although the forecasts for employment in Latin America and the Caribbean were not good before
the spread of COVID-19, after the advent of the pandemic they only worsened.

"We are facing a massive destruction of jobs, and this poses a challenge of unprecedented
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magnitudes in the labor markets of Latin America and the Caribbean," the Regional Director of the
ILO Vinicius Pinheiro said. "From now on we know that at the same time that the health
emergency is overcome, we will have to face a true reconstruction of our labor markets."

The catastrophic impact of the pandemic on the region, according to the ILO, would entail the loss
of at least 14 million full-time workers, a figure that reflects both the redundancies and the
temporary reduction in working hours.

The so-called informal labour market is a problem in Latin America and the Caribbean. There are
at least 140 million people in the region working "informally," representing about 54 per cent of
workers, who lack recognized, registered, regulated or protected jobs under labour legislation and
social protection. Now all those people face even worse conditions with the crisis.

"Among workers in the informal economy significantly affected by the crisis," the ILO says,
"women are over-represented in high-risk sectors: 42 percent of women workers work in these
sectors, compared to 32 percent of men."

According to the Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Latin America and the
Caribbean (ECLAC) Alicia Barcena, the COVID-19 crisis could increase the number of poor in
the region to 220 million, while the number of people living in extreme poverty could reach 90
million.

For its part, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) warned that while
thousands are losing their jobs as a result of the COVID-19 measures, it is expected that hunger
and poverty will increase in the region that already had food security problems.

In Africa on May 9:

South Africa: 8,895 (5,564 active; 3,153 recovered; 178 deaths) and 150 cases per million; 3
deaths per million
- May 2: 5,951 (3,453 active; 2,382 recovered; 116 deaths) and 100 cases per million; 2 deaths per
million

Egypt: 8,476 (6,028 active; 1,945 recovered; 503 deaths) and 83 cases per million; 5 deaths per
million
- May 2: 5,895 (4,029 active; 1,460 recovered; 406 deaths) and 58 cases per million; 4 deaths per
million

Morocco: 5,711 (3,201 active; 2,324 recovered; 186 deaths) and 155 cases per million; 5 deaths
per million
- May 2: 4,569 (3,315 active; 1,083 recovered; 171 deaths) and 124 cases per million; 5 deaths per
million

Algeria: 5,369 (2,414 active; 2,467 recovered; 488 deaths)
and 122 cases per million; 11 deaths per million
- May 2: 4,154 (1,880 active; 1,821 recovered; 453 deaths) and 95 cases per million; 10 deaths per
million

Ghana: 4,012 (3,671 active; 323 recovered; 18 deaths) and 129 cases per million; 0.6 deaths per
million
- May 2: 2,169 (1,922 active; 229 recovered; 18 deaths)

As of May 9, the African continent as a whole has reported 58,528 total cases. The COVID-19
pandemic could "smoulder" in Africa for several years after killing as many as 190,000 people in
the coming 12 months, the World Health Organization has said, based on research in 47 countries
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in the WHO African Region with a total population of one billion.

The WHO warned last month that there could be 10 million infections on the continent within six
months, though experts said the pandemic's impact would depend on governments' actions.

A study released by the organisation this week predicts that between 29 million to 44 million
people could become infected in the first year of the pandemic if containment measures fail. This
"would overwhelm the available medical capacity in much of Africa" where there are only nine
intensive care unit beds per million people.

"While COVID-19 likely won't spread as exponentially in Africa as it has elsewhere in the world,
it likely will smoulder in transmission hotspots," said the director of the World Health
Organization's Africa region, Dr. Matshidiso Moeti said on May 7. "COVID-19 could become a
fixture in our lives for the next several years unless a proactive approach is taken by many
governments in the region. We need to test, trace, isolate and treat."

"Overall ... we are looking at community spread in some countries ... We are estimating that this
will peak in four to six weeks if nothing is done," Moeti told reporters.

Most countries have imposed lockdowns of varying severity that appear to have slowed the spread
of the virus.

"We have to recognise that African governments are doing a lot," said Stephen Karingi, a director
at the UN Economic Commission for Africa in Addis Ababa. "Projections were that we would be
in a war situation by now, but because of the measures taken by governments and communities,
transmission rates are lower than we've seen elsewhere."

In Oceania on May 9:

Australia: 6,914 (738 active; 6,079 recovered; 97 deaths) and 271 cases per million; 4 deaths per
million

- May 2: 6,767 (929 active; 5,745 recovered; 93 deaths) and 265 cases per million; 4 deaths per
million

New Zealand: 1,490 (122 active; 1,347 recovered; 21 deaths) and 309 cases per million; 4 deaths
per million
- May 2: 1,479 (208 active; 1,252 recovered; 19 deaths) and 307 cases per million; 4 deaths per
million

Guam:
- May 2: 142 (5 deaths)

French Polynesia: 60 (4 active; 56 recovered) and 214 cases per million
- May 2: 58 (7 active; 51 recovered) and 206 cases per million

New Caledonia: 18 (1 active; 17 recovered)
- May 2: 18 (1 active; 17 recovered)

(With files from UN organizations, the ILO, USA Today, Vietnam Express, Brasil de Fato, teleSUR, The Peninsula,
Transient Workers Count Too, The Wire and agencies)
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