
International Women’s Day 2018

All Out tO Affirm WOmen’s rights! 
– Communist Party of Canada (Marxist-Leninist) –

The Communist Party 
of Canada (Marxist-Le-
ninist) salutes the women 
of Canada, Quebec and 
the Indigenous peoples 
and women the world over 
on the occasion of Inter-
national Women’s Day 
2018. The fight waged by 
women and girls to af-
firm their rights is coura-
geous, heroic, inspiring 
and decisive in the fight 
for the rights of all. At a time counter-revolution has 
the initiative worldwide, with its vicious neo-liberal 
agenda, anti-social offensive, privatizations, aggres-
sions and wars, women stand in the front ranks of the 
struggle to affirm their rights in all fields of human 
endeavour. This is the struggle that opens society’s 
path to progress, especially since all these attacks 
are carried out, amongst other things, in the name of 
women and their rights! To the chagrin of the elites, 
women are not fighting for their rights to satisfy 
the agenda of elites but to make sure conditions are 
brought into being where even the notion of women 
as a legitimate target of attack is a thing of the past. 
On this occasion, CPC(M-L) calls on all members of 
the polity to stand as one to affirm a society which 
does not discriminate against women and girls and 
consider them fair game.

Women are also playing a leading role in the work 
to renew the democratic process. They are fighting 
for government of laws against the use of police 
powers which criminalize all members of the polity, 
turning them and their collectives into objects that 
allegedly threaten the national interest and national 
security. It must not pass!

On this occasion, we think the courageous stands 
taken by Indigenous women and their families de-
serve special commendation. Their voices rise ever 
louder against the conditions which permit their 
mothers, sisters, children, grandmothers and aunts 
to be murdered and disappeared. The fact that the 

state maintains colonial re-
lations which permit this 
to be done with impunity 
shows above all else that 
the people require the po-
litical power to change 
this and create a modern 
Canada which realizes the 
dream of nation-to-nation 
relations with the Indig-
enous peoples.

It is the voices of the 
women which represent 

this political power at this time. No number of at-
tempts to silence them or to hand over the fate of 
women and girls to an alien authority have silenced 
this voice which is getting stronger and stronger. It is 
our duty to help this voice be heard, to add our voic-
es so that those who commit the crimes and those 
who cover up the crimes, no matter who they are, 
are brought to justice. Once again it is the women 
who are inspiring all members of the polity to lay the 
claims which they must and take up social respon-
sibility to do whatever is required to open society’s 
path to progress.

By laying the claims which we must, resistance to 
all forms of oppression and humiliation gives rise to 
the new quality required today to bring into being a 
world where every woman, every child, every human 
being and their collectives flourish.

Nearly 50 years ago, a Royal Commission was 
held on the Status of Women. Its report amongst oth-
er things exposed the extent of wage discrimination 
against women and called for a national child care 
program. Today, nearly 50 years later, women still 
earn on average 73 per cent of the wages of men. Not 
only are the rights of women as members of a class 
which produces the wealth society depends on for its 
living not recognized but their role as those who re-
produce life and are the main caregivers of children 
is still not recognized. Governments do not even ac-
knowledge that in a modern society and socialized 
economy the care of children and elders is the re-
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sponsibility of society. Women and families cannot be 
left to fend for themselves. Declarations, promises, 
and pronouncements from the ruling circles are based 
on paternalism, a feudal trait. They not only aim to 
cover up the reality that the continuing oppression of 
women is integrally linked with capitalist exploitation, 
but to smash any attempt of the members of the pol-
ity to unite in action for political renewal. Today the 
working class is formulating a nation-building project 
which vests political power in the people. This will 
end the situation in which the “sovereign” represents 
private interests which act in the name of the people to 
keep the people disempowered.

Through their actions, women speak, organize 
and collectively take decisions which favour them 
and all matters which concern them. This is how 
they address problems of the present. This is how 
their actions in the present inform the kind of future 
which we leave all children. When women lay the 
claims which they must it contributes to the work for 
democratic renewal. It does not and will never pro-
vide legitimacy for institutions which work against 
them, be they governments, legislatures or social and 
political organizations no matter which or where.

One hundred and seven years ago, the first Inter-
national Women’s Day was celebrated to focus on 

the call for peace issued by communist women in 
Europe prior to the First World War. Since then, life 
experience has confirmed that women are the mighti-
est force for peace on the world scale. This is repre-
sented today by the work to Make Canada a Zone for 
Peace and to establish an anti-war government which 
gets Canada out of war alliances, coalitions and car-
tels of all kinds, including economic, military, cul-
tural or any other. Today, Canada is embroiled in 
all U.S. wars of aggression, occupation and regime 
change. It is a member of alliances and coalitions 
which are threatening all peoples who refuse to sub-
mit to U.S. dictate. On the occasion of International 
Women’s Day 2018, let us step up the fight to es-
tablish an anti-war government and make Canada a 
Zone for Peace.

Join events which celebrate International Wom-
en’s Day across the country! They get going on Sat-
urday, March 3. Join in laying the claims for more 
investments in social programs, adequate wages, 
childcare and senior’s care, against criminalization 
of speech and social action, for justice for Indige-
nous women and girls and nation-to-nation relations 
with the Indigenous peoples within a modern Canada 
and against aggression and war. All out to uphold the 
rights of women and girls!
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