
100th Anniversary of the Great October  
Socialist Revolution

The Greatest Revolution that 
Shook the World

- Statement of the Communist Party of Canada (Marxist-Leninist) -
The greatest revolution that shook the world and 

ushered in the era of imperialism and proletarian revolution 
took place one hundred years ago on November 7, 1917. 
The Communist Party of Canada (Marxist-Leninist) salutes 
this revolution with full conviction that the transition from 
capitalism to socialism is inevitable. We are confident that 
the working and oppressed peoples of the world will find 
their emancipation only with a repeat of the Great October 
Socialist Revolution. The conditions of imperialism which 
gave rise to the Great October Revolution still exist at this 
time. There is still the contradiction between imperialism, 
and the oppressed peoples and nations; among the 
imperialist countries and monopoly groups; and between 
the bourgeoisie and the proletariat. As long as these 
conditions exist there will be struggle to resolve them.

Today the reactionary forces that overthrew the first 
state in the hands of the working people are in profound 
crisis. To divert from their crisis and the need for solutions, 
they continue to use a Cold War portrayal of communism 
to deprive people of an outlook on the basis of which 
they can bring about the changes they require. For these 
reactionary forces, communism is a brutal dictatorship 
because it deprives them of all their privileges and smashes 
inhuman relations based on ownership of property. They 
consider the corrupt and defunct liberal democracy to be 
the End of History. Attempts are made to divert from the 
deep crisis in which the bourgeois democracy is mired to 
make sure the working class does not formulate what can 
be done to change the direction of the economy and create 
new arrangements that favour the working class and people. 
Meanwhile, the liberal democracy has been reduced to its 
police powers. This requires the criminalization of speech 
and dissent at home and war and aggression abroad.

The Soviet Union played a crucial role in the defeat 
of Nazi-fascism and Japanese militarism. The victories of 
World War II were such that the peoples the world over 
were marching to the drumbeat of peace, freedom and 
democracy, looking towards communism to affirm their 
rights and win national liberation. Following World War II, 
in Asia, Africa, Latin America and the Caribbean as well 
as the imperialist heartlands, the reputation of communism 
was very high. People were making great advances in 

their struggles for emancipation and to end colonial and 
imperialist domination. To stem this advance, the Anglo-
American imperialists launched the Cold War to snuff 
out the peoples’ struggle for their rights. Institutions of 
international subversion and aggressive military alliances 
were set into motion to stop any attempts at progress. A vast 
international campaign of lies and distortions was launched 
to sow doubt about communism and the Soviet Union which 
had given great hope and inspiration to all peoples fighting 
for national liberation and social emancipation all over 
the world. The imperialist agencies introduced bourgeois 
politics into the workers’ and communist movement. Based 
on gossips about personalities and events, the aim was and 
continues to be, to deprive the working class of its own 
outlook.

To this day, the reactionary forces continue to claim 
that socialism failed in the Soviet Union because there is 
some inherent flaw in it. What that flaw is, they do not 
say. This speculation leads some to suggest that scientific 
socialism is fine in theory but does not work in practice. 
How can it be that what is sound in theory does not work 
in practice? This is an unsound proposition and again they 
do not explain. The speculators also go to great lengths to 
convince themselves that socialist revolution and socialist 
construction are phenomena of the past. Socialism and 
communism, according to them, are finished once and for 
all. They suggest that the complete restoration of capitalism 
in the Russian Federation and elsewhere is an irreversible 
trend.

These speculators overlook how life unfolds. Dialectics 
teach that the advance of something necessarily involves 
overcoming the resistance of the old, and ushering in the 
new on this basis. Capitalism is old while socialism is new. 
Only socialism can resolve the contradictions inherent to 
the present conditions and create the new society.

The bourgeoisie, nonetheless, does not wish to admit 
that not only do the same conditions of imperialism exist 
at this time, but that the situation has become worse. The 
collapse of the Soviet Union contributed to the crisis of 
capitalism in a big way. All the claims that shock therapy 
would eliminate the problems of the capitalist system have 
nothing to show, despite putting much of the blame for these 



problems on socialism and communism. The conditions 
in the countries which formed the Soviet Union as well 
as the former people’s democracies in eastern Europe 
are worsening with the rise of poverty, unemployment, 
dislocation of the economy and all manner of crime and 
chaos in political and cultural affairs. This is also the case 
in the so-called western democracies where the destruction 
of the social contract and welfare state arrangements and 
all the ills of modern capitalism are destroying the fabric 
of the societies. The vain hope dangled in front of the eyes 
of the working class that the “benefits” of the so-called 
radical reforms would one day reach the working masses 
vanished long ago. The living and working conditions of 
the people continue to steadily deteriorate.

The Communist Party of Canada (Marxist-Leninist) is 
of the opinion that socialism suffered a setback because of 
the failure to bring about the social and political reforms 
necessary to develop the leading role of the working class 
in the economic, political, cultural and other affairs of the 
society. In place of socialist reforms, capitalist reforms 
were introduced as of the mid-1950s. The content of the 
relations between people in the process of production was 
transformed from one which favoured the people into one 
that favoured a ruling caste which systematically usurped 
power by destroying the organs of people’s power. A new 
bourgeoisie arose from the upper echelons of the party, 
state, army, police and the overthrown exploiting classes.

As the period of retreat of revolution set in worldwide 
and the initiative passed into the hands of the reactionary 
forces, even the conception of society was withdrawn 
by Margaret Thatcher. Along with this retreat, a vicious 
anti-social offensive was unleashed which has destroyed 
the arrangements of a civil society whereby the aim 
of society is to look after the well-being of the people. 
Nation-wrecking has become the order of the day. Private 
interests organized into oligopolies have taken over the 
functions of the state power and run rampant all over the 
world. It is incumbent upon the working class to take 
up its leading role by beginning all over again. Starting 
from the present, the working class is working out a plan 
of action which serves its own interests and those of the 
society. It is striving to give rise to a pro-social trend. 

It has to involve the masses of the people  in discussion 
and debate as to the kind of system which should replace 
the present rotting system of capitalist wage-slavery and 
imperialist enslavement, destruction, aggression and war. 
In this regard,  the experience of socialist revolution and 
construction during the 20th century is crucial to achieving 
success.

At this time of retreat of revolution, when the inter-
imperialist contradictions are sharpening, when more and 
more peoples and nations are awakening to the dangers 
posed by imperialism to their countries, and when the 
working class is raising the banner of the pro-social trend 
against the bourgeoisie, it is incumbent on all revolutionary 
Marxist-Leninist forces to work out the theory and practice 
of the revolution. This is the time to prepare, to get ready 
for the time when the conditions will be ripe for the 
decisive battles. During this preparation and while dealing 
with the problems of theory and practice, the working class 
must not lose sight of the strategic road, the road opened 
by the victory of the Great October Revolution guided by 
Marxism-Leninism. This road is still valid and mandatory 
for all under the present conditions.

The Communist Party of Canada (Marxist-Leninist) 
takes this opportunity to send its revolutionary greetings to 
the Communists of all lands, to the workers of all countries, 
to the Cuban people who are fighting in defence of their 
revolution and to the people of the Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea who are fighting for their independence 
and the reunification of their homeland, to the Vietnamese 
people and all peoples fighting for the rights of all, all over 
the world. We salute all fighting forces and call upon them 
to carry on with confidence for the tide will change and 
the surging days of a revolutionary flow will come again. 
Things will turn around and our successes of today will be 
transformed into final victory.

Guided by the theory of Marxism-Leninism, workers 
of all countries will be able to work out their own theory 
and practice according to their own concrete national 
and international conditions, and mount the barricades of 
struggle for the victory of world revolution. The working 
and oppressed peoples of the world will open the path for 
the progress of society and the emancipation of humanity.

Hail the 100th Anniversary of the Great October Socialist Revolution!
Support the Struggle of All Working and Oppressed Peoples and Nations for Their Rights!  

Workers of All Countries, Unite!  
Glory to Marxism-Leninism!
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