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What It Means When America’s Two
Most Unwanted Vie for Election

- communist Party of canada (Marxist-leninist), 
november 5, 2016 -

November 8 is Election Day in the United States. Elections are 
taking place not only for the Presidency but all 435 voting-member 
seats in the U.S. House of Representatives and 34 of the 100 seats 
in the U.S. Senate.1 Together, the House of Representatives and 
Senate make up the U.S. Congress.

The 2016 election comes at a time when major concerns abound 
about the general crisis plaguing U.S. society as well as the coun-
try’s role on the world stage, especially their military involvement 
in global affairs, as war and violence to solve problems appear to 
have overwhelmed peace and any notion of positive neutrality. 
On the economic front, U.S. control of world production has gone 
down from 40 per cent in 1960, to 22 per cent today. The envi-
ronmental crisis and growing impoverishment of the American 
people are also taking a toll. The militarization of police, the po-
lice occupation of communities and violence against the people 
are major concerns. The consistently high numbers of prisoners 
throughout the U.S., who are increasingly held in private institu-
tions run for profit, the slave conditions within those prisons and 
use of indefinite solitary confinement and other forms of abusive 
treatment have provoked loud voices for change, including wide-
spread prisoner hunger strikes and rebellions.

The growing number of deportations and use of internment 
camps are also major issues, as is the refusal to deal with the Sioux 
Nation on a political nation-to-nation basis at Standing Rock. The 
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U.S. declaration of a permanent war against terror is now used 
to justify targeted assassinations, acceptance of torture and grow-
ing state repression of resistance movements. The U.S. working 
class needs its own independent institutions and voice to defend 
its rights and open a path forward.

None of these problems has been raised for discussion or solu-
tion during the election campaign. On the contrary, the level of 
political discourse has never been so low, starting with the pri-
maries. The hooliganism during the primaries sucked the oxygen 
out of the room so completely that henceforth it became impos-
sible to think. As of that point it became clear that the elections 
would not sort out the contradictions within the ruling circles 
as they are supposed to do. On the contrary, the campaign has 
revealed the extent to which the U.S. state and system of gover-
nance operate through corruption and coercion as well as how 
people are deprived of political power. This is the other very im-
portant aspect of the state power in the hands of the financial 
oligarchy. The ruling imperialist elite achieve this by depriving 
the people of an outlook, a way to look at the world and the prob-
lems that have arisen so that they can be calmly sorted out and 
provided with solutions.

This is the main content of disinformation, aimed at destroy-
ing the peoples’ mass movements against war, police violence, 
deportations, the genocide and expropriation of the hereditary 
rights of the Indigenous peoples, mass incarcerations and the de-
nial of rights. Disinformation and smashing the just resistance of 
the people for their rights are connected with depriving the people 
of a consistent outlook to build the new in accordance with the 
social conditions. In the name of security, a necessity is concocted 
to rid the country and indeed the world of “troublemakers” who-
ever they may be: resisters of every stripe, anti-war activists, trade 
union stalwarts, fighters for justice, etc. None are considered to 
be citizens with equal rights to be dealt with politically. The rid-
ding of “troublemakers” is another aspect of the state depriving 
the people of a modern outlook.

To disinform public opinion is not an aim that people can 
agree with. It leaves the American polity aimless. The promo-
tion of racism, sexism, warmongering, chauvinism, scandals and 
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mudslinging, which divides the American polity, and the smash-
ing of the peoples’ movements for their rights reinforce the ab-
sence of an outlook whereby the people could find their bearings 
and sort things out. The people are charged by history to turn the 
situation around. The antidote is to negate the negation, to build 
institutions and thinking that develop and provide a modern out-
look, and to deepen and broaden the resistance movements for 
rights and a pro-social future.

In the election, the people are supposed to pick either Clinton 
or Trump, the two most unwanted people imaginable, or possi-
bly a third party that has no chance, but regardless, none of the 
contradictions within the ruling circles are being sorted out.2 On 
the contrary, a state of civil war is evident for all to see. The po-
litical parties have been all but destroyed; the Congress no longer 
functions, and now the elections, far from re-establishing a new 
equilibrium within the status quo, are being used to complete the 
process of “change” towards ways of governing which bypass 
political parties and government structures, including the United 
Nations, and establish so-called direct relations with peoples at 
home and abroad and a wider use of police powers. This process 
known as the “Third Way” was promoted by the administra-
tion of Bill Clinton and further pursued by George W. Bush and 
Barack Obama.

Obama mobilized his own forces for “change” to power him-
self into the White House. Once there, he established web sites 
including “Change.gov,” a new White House site, a page for pe-
titions and various youth organizations. Abroad, he built direct 
links with so-called non-governmental organizations that bypass 
governments. The U.S. military has also established direct links 
with other militaries so that uncooperative politicians can be more 
easily removed. This is particularly evident in regions and coun-
tries where warfare is underway such as West and Central Asia 
and North Africa but also within the military alliances with Japan, 
south Korea, the Philippines and throughout South and Central 
America.

The kind of change the ruling U.S. imperialist elite are introduc-
ing strengthens a method of governing based on police powers. 
When Obama was elected, the rulers needed a saviour capable of 



6

actions that could unite the warring factions amongst the branches 
of the armed forces, including not only army, navy and air force 
but the police forces, Special Forces and covert agencies such as the 
FBI, CIA and Homeland Security. Based on the declaration of per-
manent war, the predominant role of Commander-in-Chief and 
police powers became a permanent rule by exception. Now the 
same is being done by declaring that the “Commander-in-Chief” 
is not just of the armed forces, but “of the people” as well. These 
ways of governing are an effort to establish an illusory direct rela-
tionship between every individual American and the Command-
er-in-Chief who, according to Hillary Clinton, is the only thing 
“standing between you and the apocalypse.” Within this way of 
governing, the leader becomes omnipotent and the existing struc-
tures are irrelevant or even a block to governing as Trump often 
says with his line that “the system is rigged.” The people are left 
feeling powerless as their choice between the two is meaningless 
as both are unacceptable. The important feature is that the people 
are not supposed to act on their desire for change by becoming 
political themselves and uniting with others to bring the economic, 
political and social structures into conformity with the modern re-
ality of socialized conditions.

In part, the challenges the U.S. ruling elite face worldwide are 
connected with the decline of the country’s previous overwhelm-
ing economic power, and unravelling first of the post-World War 
II order and secondly the New World Order of the 1990s. For the 
U.S. rulers it means their domination has to be defended even if 
it puts the entire system at risk both within the U.S. and globally. 
The Obama administration and the oligopolies and cartels push-
ing for the election of Hillary Clinton even seem willing to risk 
war with Russia to guarantee a Clinton election victory. However, 
disinformation, predatory wars and the smashing of the peoples’ 
resistance movements and the absence of a consistent modern out-
look amongst the people take the discussion surrounding the elec-
tion away from what is at stake.

Constant disinformation and pressure on the people to aban-
don their rights and resistance movements create a scenario where 
the polity appears not to have an aim and is reduced to choos-
ing between two bad choices instead of getting on with the job of 
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building the new. The absence of outlook takes the attention of the 
people away from the nature of the general crisis in which the U.S. 
system of governance is mired and taking a step forward on their 
own out of the muck.

What, for instance, is the relation of the general crisis to the po-
litical process? If the political process – elections, the role of politi-
cal parties, legislatures, courts and all other institutions of the state 
that constitute a government of laws – no longer can sort out the 
problems and contradictions inherent in the society and in the act 
of living itself, what is happening, and what is needed to resolve 
the dilemma? One thing that is certain is that the police powers 
that are being used to deal with problems at home and abroad are 
not those of a particular government institution but are acts out-
side of and in contradiction with a government of laws. They are 
not acts meant to sustain a government of laws either within the 
U.S. or anywhere else.

State of the U.S. Democracy

Depriving people of an outlook goes hand in hand with co-
opting, containing and destroying any resistance and opposition 
amongst the people and any thinking based on their movements 
for the new and in defence of their rights. The state of the U.S. de-
mocracy is such that out of a population of more than 320 million 
people, the two most detested people have become candidates for 
the President of the United States, the power in the world that is 
said to be the “indispensable nation,” which by virtue of the defi-
nition, means all other nations are dispensable.

And so too, Americans who refuse to submit to injustice and 
therefore do not fit into the category of “the governed” are also 
considered dispensable. This is why the electoral process does not 
treat Americans as citizens with equal rights but dehumanizes 
them by referring to them as special interests, as “swing votes,” 
“Black votes,” “Latino votes,” etc. This too serves to disinform the 
polity and leave it aimless.

The disinformation suggests that Hillary Clinton should be 
elected because she is a woman and it will establish an American 
first, breaking the glass ceiling and vindicating American democ-
racy. But whatever else it is, Hillary’s election cannot be considered 
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to be an aim for the polity any more than the election of Barack 
Obama as the first African-American president was an aim for the 
polity in 2008. Lacking an aim means that Obama’s attempts to 
end “America’s humiliation” did not succeed. The crimes he has 
committed in the name of the war on terror, the recurring financial 
scandals and collapse of the “American dream” have exacerbated 
U.S. humiliation and brought it to its lowest standing worldwide 
in history. None of the actions of the political representatives of the 
oligopolies, which are endangering life on earth, contribute to the 
development of an aim for the polity consistent with the needs of 
humankind and life itself.

The development of an aim and outlook consistent with social 
conditions can only come from those who will benefit from that 
change, from those whom the ruling imperialist elite consider 
“dispensable.” The struggle of the working people, youth, small 
businesspeople, oppressed nations and other collectives of the 
peoples for their rights and for new relations of production and 
democratic renewal replete with new ways of governing consis-
tent with modern social conditions will introduce their own mod-
ern aim, outlook and agenda. They must deprive the ruling impe-
rialist elite and their Commander-in-Chief of the power to deprive 
the people of their rights.

Destruction of Public Opinion

Public opinion exists because of a political process; the politi-
cal process exists because of the relations between individuals and 
collectives and parts and wholes – all the contending interests –
that have to be sorted out. The sorting out exists in the doing, the 
depriving of the ones doing the depriving, and in this way moving 
forward. That is why democracy itself and the system called dem-
ocratic are features of class societies. When their time has come 
to relinquish powers and for the “dispensable” to build the new, 
the rulers of those states oppressing and exploiting “dispensable” 
social classes such as slaves and workers only offer police powers 
outside a government of laws. Even the U.S. ruling elite realize 
this is the case, as they came to power by depriving the King of 
England of his powers over the American colonies.

This election reveals that the U.S. system of elections, political 
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parties and governance is exhausted. It is spent, played out, de-
pleted. It has nothing to offer. Only the police powers remain. The 
representative democracy shows itself as a military dictatorship 
with no politics, just the police powers and the dangers they pose 
to humankind.

Candidates with personal armies to get themselves elected, the 
imposition of a permanent state of war and rule by exception, and 
creation of a “Commander-in-Chief of the people,” along with the 
acknowledged non-functioning of erstwhile political institutions 
such as the Congress will not confer legitimacy on whosoever is 
declared the winner of this election. Far from it, with no processes 
in place to sort out the contradictions within the ruling circles and 
between the ruling circles and the people, the danger of civil war 
breaking out as a clash of arms and military dictatorship and oc-
cupation at home and ever more dangerous adventures abroad are 
a major concern emerging out of this election.

The Communist Party of Canada (Marxist-Leninist) takes this 
occasion to affirm its complete confidence in the U.S. working 
class, youth, women, national minorities and Indigenous nations. 
While neither of the factions of the ruling elite attempting to up-
stage the other or triumph in the coups and counter-coups taking 
place within the context of U.S. elections and their aftermath will 
succeed in sorting out any problem, they will also not succeed in 
stamping out the resistance movements of the U.S. people, which 
are bound to gather strength and momentum.

In the opinion of CPC(M-L), the only way forward at this time 
is to step up the resistance movements of the people and establish 
a political process that brings into being an anti-war government. 
Meanwhile, every effort must be made to provide the polity with 
an outlook consistent with the social conditions so that the prob-
lems plaguing humanity in this twenty-first century can be sorted 
out on a new historical basis.

We call on Canadians to go all out to oppose the election of an-
other war president in the U.S. and to go all out to support the U.S. 
working people and oppressed nations in strengthening their re-
sistance and organizations, their movements for an anti-war gov-
ernment and to bring the troops home, to defend the rights of all 
and to humanize the natural and social environment.
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Notes

1. The President will be declared based on one candidate win-
ning 270 votes of the 538 Electoral College votes. Each state is ap-
portioned a certain number of electoral college votes equal to the 
number of representatives that state has in the Congress, with DC 
also given three. A state’s Electoral College votes are supposed 
to go to whichever candidate wins the popular vote in that state 
(with the exception of Maine and Nebraska, which apportion votes 
proportionally). If no candidate receives 270 votes, the President 
is selected by the House of Representatives from amongst the top 
three contenders while the Vice-President is chosen by the Senate.

2. A poll conducted by the Washington Post /ABC from 26-29 Oc-
tober showed that Clinton is seen unfavourably by 60 per cent of 
likely voters while Trump is viewed unfavourably by 58 per cent. 
The same poll found that 97 per cent of Trump supporters view 
Clinton unfavourably (90 per cent strongly so) and 95 per cent of 
Clinton supporters see Trump unfavourably (again, 90 per cent 
say “strongly”). Voting intentions showed 46 per cent for Clin-
ton and 45 per cent for Trump. The final pre-election New York 
Times/CBS News poll results are that more than 80 per cent of eli-
gible voters say the presidential campaign has left them repulsed.
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Significance of Election Results –  
The End of Business As Usual

- communist Party of canada (Marxist-leninist), 
november 12, 2016 -

The Communist Party of Canada (Marxist-Leninist) considers 
that the election of Donald Trump to the presidency of the United 
States will represent the rule of the oligopolies through unfettered 
police powers. His election has plunged both the peoples of the 
U.S. and the peoples of the world into an even more dangerous 
situation.

On November 4, on the eve of the U.S. presidential election that 
took place on November 8, CPC(M-L) wrote the following:

“... the campaign has revealed the extent to which the U.S. state 
and system of governance operate through corruption and coercion 
as well as how people are deprived of political power.” CPC(M-L) 
noted that how the people are deprived of political power is “the 
other very important aspect of the state power in the hands of the 
financial oligarchy. The ruling imperialist elite achieve this by de-
priving the people of an outlook, a way to look at the world and 
the problems that have arisen so that they can be calmly sorted out 
and provided with solutions.”

The same applies to the verdicts on the election results. Every-
thing is being done “to deprive the people of an outlook, a way to 
look at the world and the problems that have arisen so that they 
can be calmly sorted out and provided with solutions.”

What are the verdicts being pushed? From the side of the Clin-
ton campaign, the verdict is that the result is the apocalypse, and 
the values and vision of Clinton remain all that stand between 
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“you and the apocalypse” as she said during the campaign. From 
the side of the Trump campaign comes the explanation that he led 
“a movement” which is anti-establishment, wants the problems of 
the economy dealt with and an end to “all the bullshit.” From both 
sides comes the agreement that now that the election is over, ev-
eryone’s duty is to abide by the Constitution, ensure the transition 
of power is peaceful and unite America.

Clinton Concedes Nothing While Trump Sets 
Forth to “Make America Great Again”

In Hillary Clinton’s concession speech, besides the presidency 
itself, she conceded nothing, not even her defeat. Far from it, de-
spite the fact that Clinton failed to unite America behind her vi-
sion and values, she said that going forward it is this shared vi-
sion and values which she will continue to push and she calls on 
her supporters to do likewise. This vision uses aggression and 
war as negotiation, blames the U.S. economic decline on China 
and maintains Russia as the main enemy of the United States. 
It was captured in her slogan that the U.S. is the “indispensable 
nation,” which, of course, makes all others dispensable. It was 
expressed by Clinton in 2008 when she said the U.S. could “to-
tally obliterate” Iran, and in 2011 when she greeted the assassi-
nation of the leader of Libya with the phrase “We came, we saw, 
he died.” 

In his victory speech, Trump made sure to mention the large 
number of generals who support him, as well as the National Ri-
fle Association and New York City Mayor during 9/11, Rudolph 
Giuliani and others who stand for the unfettered police powers 
Trump thinks are necessary to “Make America Great Again.” The 
central points of his campaign were basically that the U.S. system 
is broken or rigged, that the U.S. has been weakened on the world 
stage and that only a man of Trump’s force of personality is ca-
pable of putting things right. His strategy is to be “engaged” and 
says the art lies in how you make the deal. In his victory speech he 
said, “I’ve spent my entire life in business, looking at the untapped 
potential in projects and in people all over the world” and “That is 
now what I want to do for our country.”
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Blame the State, Not the People, for Racism, 
Sexism and Anti-Working Class  

Attacks and Outlook

Following the election, the section of media and those pun-
dits, commentators and celebrities in the U.S. and abroad who 
believe themselves to be progressive and civilized are filled with 
the kind of racist, sexist and anti-worker stereotypes which they 
ascribe to Trump. According to them, the U.S. is divided between 
educated people and uneducated people and the “white work-
ing class” is to be blamed for the defeat of Clinton in the elec-
tion. According to their stereotype, the American working class 
is basically everyone without a college education and the “white 
working class” is racist, sexist, white supremacist, xenophobic, 
backward, uneducated and uncivilized. Human beings are treat-
ed as “things,” not people.

Everything is done to hide that it is the U.S. state which is anti-
worker, sexist and racist and anti-immigrant as well as profoundly 
anti-communist, which is why in the rendering of the election re-
sults, the defeat of Clinton is blamed on the working class.

Meanwhile, every state-organized and spontaneous white su-
premacist formation and unhinged individual and psychopath is 
given a green light to attack the targets of their personal hatred 
and psychotic nightmares. This is due to the boorish and inflam-
matory reality TV rhetoric on the basis of which Trump ran his 
election campaign, but also its ceaseless promotion by U.S. media, 
and especially the Clinton campaign. The Clinton campaign spent 
twice as much money as Trump to make Trump the issue for the 
American people during the election. It is the Clinton media and 
entourage which now use every epithet in the book to portray the 
working people of the United States who voted for Trump as ra-
bid, crazed zealots who are trampling the rights of the people in 
the mud.

It does not behoove those who devote all their energies to fight-
ing for the rights of all to fall victim to this official propaganda 
which treats people as categories of “things” and divides them on 
that basis.
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All Out to Support the American Working Class 
and People Fighting for Empowerment  

and the Rights of All

CPC(M-L) denounces the attacks against the people which have 
taken place since the election, both those which are spontaneous 
and the ones organized by a crisis-ridden state which has now giv-
en itself a green light to govern through unfettered police powers. 
Police powers do not recognize members of a body politic made 
up of a civil society with a government of laws. Police powers do 
not recognize rights by virtue of one’s membership in that body 
politic, let alone rights by virtue of being human. Police powers 
only recognize categories of “things” slated for some form of pun-
ishment. In scenarios which have been unfolding in the U.S. for 
some time, people are portrayed as “thugs,” “protestors,” “trou-
ble-makers,” “enemy aliens,” “blacks,” “Latinos,” “Hispanics,” 
“Muslims,” “terrorists,” “deviants” and other categories designed 
to dehumanize them and target them for attack.

CPC(M-L) takes this occasion to profoundly sympathize with all 
those in the United States who are targets of the racist, anti-worker 
and anti-people attacks and are waging valiant protests and acts 
of resistance proclaiming loudly that this is not their democracy, 
Trump is not their President and that attacks against the people 
are “Not In My Name.”

The Party has already received the views of many comrades and 
friends on this important matter of the significance of the U.S. pres-
idential election and it is holding discussions on this topic across 
the country. It calls on Canadians to analyze the significance of the 
results and prepare for the battles which lie ahead.
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