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Supplement
Imperialist Countries' Response to Russian Revolution

"Hands Off Russia" meeting in Victoria in 1918 opposes Canadian intervention against
revolutionary Russia. Some of the Quebecois conscript troops stationed in Victoria en route

to Siberia as part of interventionist forces attend the meeting.

• The Bolshevik Party in the Period of Foreign Military
Intervention and Civil War (1918-1920)

- History of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union --
Bolsheviks, Chapter 8 -

Canadian Response to the Russian Revolution --
A Forgotten Chapter of the First World War

With its contingent of 4,192 troops, Canada was one of 14 countries that invaded Soviet Russia
after the Great October Socialist Revolution. The Canadian Siberian Expeditionary Force (CSEF),
authorized in August 1918 and commanded by Major General James H. Elmsley, was sent to
Vladivostok, Russia, in December 1918 and returned to Canada between April and June 1919.
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The opposition of the Canadian workers and people to the intervention against the Russian
Revolution grew, in particular following the Armistice November 11, 1918, that ended World War
I.

The main mission of the interventionist forces was to defeat the Bolshevik revolution, while other
concerns were raised, such as keeping Russia in the fight against Germany, safeguarding the Czars'
gold reserves being taken out of Russia to back up the war loans -- a debt cancelled by the new
people's power led by V.I. Lenin.

Some historians say that Canadian involvement in the Siberian campaign was to a significant
degree driven by Canadian Prime Minister Robert Borden's policy towards the United Kingdom.
As a dominion, Canada was neither a full-fledged member of the Entente, nor simply a colony.
Borden's arguments for Canada's involvement "had little to do with Siberia per se, and much to do
with adding to the British government's sense of obligation to their imperial junior partner," P.
Whitney Lackenbauer argues.[1] According to Gaddis Smith, Canadian intervention "represents the
initial episode in the Canadian struggle for complete control over her foreign policy after World
War I. As such, it illustrates the changing relationships within the British Empire more realistically
than the scores of constitutional documents that the Commonwealth statesmen self-consciously
drafted between 1917 and 1931."[2]
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In October 1918, as Canadian troops were mustered to Victoria for the trip to Siberia, the Privy
Council authorized the formation of a Canadian-Siberian economic commission, led by trade
commissioner Dana Wilgress, that included representatives of the Canadian Pacific Railway and
the Royal Bank of Canada. It is said the Commission was established based on the belief that the
Bolshevik revolution would be unsuccessful and lead to business and trade opportunities.

On the occasion of the100th anniversary of the Great October Revolution and the 99th anniversary
of the signing of the Armistice on November 11, 2018, TML Weekly is reproducing the book by
Benjamin Issit, entitled Mutiny from Victoria to Vladivostok.

Notes

1. P. Whitney Lackenbauer, University of Waterloo, "Why Siberia? Canadian Foreign Policy and
Siberian Intervention, 1918-19," (April 1998).

2. Gaddis Smith, "Canada and the Siberian Intervention, 1918–1919, "The American Historical
Review, Vol. 64, No. 4 (July 1959), pp. 866–877.

- Benjamin Issit* -

Quebecois troops from the 259th Battalion on leave in downtown Victoria in late 1918, prior to
their deployment to Siberia.

On 21 December 1918, French-Canadian soldiers mutinied in the streets of Victoria, BC. Their
story has never been told. Conscripts in the Canadian Siberian Expeditionary Force, these young
men broke ranks while marching from the Willows Camp to the troopship Teesta, about to embark
for Vladivostok, Russia. Revolver fire sounded through the city, as the obedient men were ordered
to whip the mutinous back into line. At the point of bayonets, the march proceeded up Fort Street
and through downtown Victoria to the outer wharf. Twenty hours passed before the last dissenters
were herded aboard the Teesta. In the ship's hold, along with twenty-one tons of gear for the
YMCA and 1700 tons of ammunition, a dozen ringleaders were detained in cells, the two worst
handcuffed together. At 4:15 a.m. on 22 December 1918, the 259th Battalion of the Canadian
Siberian Expeditionary Force set sail for Vladivostok.[1]

INTRODUCTION

'Time will reveal some strange things in the great Siberian drama,' the Semi-Weekly Tribune,
newspaper of the Victoria Trades and Labour Council, declared two days before the mutiny.[2] This
forgotten chapter of the First World War presents several challenges of research and interpretation.
Straddling military history, working-class history, and the social history of Canada and Quebec, this
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story fits uneasily into any one field. The Canadian experience of war has been temporally,
geographically, and thematically bounded by the assassination of Archduke Ferdinand and the
signing of the Armistice on 11 November 1918.[3] A handful of historians have examined Canada's
intervention in Russia, while others sought to explain the demobilization riots that erupted among
Canadian troops in the British Isles; studies of the Siberian Expedition, however, underestimate the
dissent among the troops, the connection of this dissent to anti-conscription sentiment in Quebec,
and the process through which this dissent translated into mutiny.[4] Absent is a serious inquiry of
the social movement that emerged within the Canadian working class to force their return home.
Within the field of working-class history, domestic expressions of industrial unrest have been
privileged over local responses to international events such as the Russian revolution. To date, no
study has focused on Canadian labour's response to the Siberian Expedition. This topic raises
important questions, such as the dual role of soldiers as workers, and the way class tensions were
manifested within the armed forces, providing fertile ground for expanding our understanding of
the working-class experience in Canada.[5] As William Rodney observed in 1968, 'the real story of
intervention and Canada's role in it has still to be written.'[6]

As the last guns sounded on the Western Front, 4000 Canadian troops assembled at Victoria for
deployment to Siberia. Born at a meeting of the Imperial War Cabinet in London in July 1918, the
Canadian Siberian Expeditionary Force (CSEF) was plagued from the outset by lack of clarity
about its aims; a month after the main body of the force arrived in Siberia, the order was issued
from Ottawa to begin preparations for evacuation. Few troops in the CSEF ever saw direct fighting.
Ambivalence in Allied strategy prevented their deployment into the interior of Siberia. Most of
their time was spent training White Russian conscripts and conducting routine security operations
around Vladivostok -- responding to looting, theft, assault, and murder in the port city. The threat of
Bolshevik insurgency precipitated countermeasures by the Canadian command and the deployment
of a small number of troops to the village of Shkotova. An attempt to move a body of troops up the
Trans-Siberian Railroad was thwarted by a strike of Russian rail-workers, while another train
carrying the horses and men of the Royal North West Mounted Police (RNWMP) was wrecked near
Irkutsk. By June 1919, all but a handful of troops had returned to Canada.

Troops marching to wharf in Victoria to board ships for Russia, December 1918.

The Siberian Expedition was part of a larger Allied campaign to alter the outcome of the Russian
revolution and install a more sympathetic government in Russia. From Murmansk and Archangel to
Baku and Vladivostok, Canadian troops joined soldiers from thirteen countries in a multi-front
strategy of encirclement designed to isolate and defeat the Bolshevik regime in Moscow.[7] In
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Siberia, the Canadians backed a succession of White Russian governments, headed by General
Dmitri Horvath, Grigori Semenov, and finally, Alexander Kolchak, former admiral of the czar's
Black Sea Fleet, who seized power at Omsk in November 1918. Armistice on the Western Front
liberated Allied forces for battle against the nascent Soviet state. The British Columbia
Federationist, newspaper of the BC Federation of Labour, quoted G.W. Tschitcherin, Soviet
commissar of foreign affairs, who presented a Bolshevik interpretation of the conflict:

A handful of capitalists who desired to repossess themselves of the factories and banks taken
from them on behalf of the people; a handful of landowners who want to take again from the
peasants the land they now hold; a handful of generals who again want to teach docility to
the workers and peasants with a whip... have betrayed Russia in the north, in the south, and
in the east to foreign imperialist states, by calling foreign bayonets from wherever they could
get them.[8]

The failure of Canada and its allies to defeat the Bolsheviks consigned this story to the margins of
history, far removed from the heroism of the Canadian Corps in the trenches of France and
Flanders.[9]

The mutiny that erupted in the streets of Victoria on 21 December 1918 was located at the
intersection of class and national cleavages. It provides a compelling window into persistent
tensions in Canadian society, tensions that were amplified in the heat of wartime. The historic
antagonism between French and English, heightened around the issue of conscription, combined
with the political radicalism of British Columbia's working class. The French-Canadian conscripts
who arrived in Victoria were mustered from the districts around Quebec City and Montreal, which
had experienced rioting in opposition to the Military Service Act; in the British Columbia capital,
they encountered a robust socialist movement that identified with the aims of the Russian
revolution and launched a determined campaign to prevent their deployment to Siberia. In street-
corner meetings and in packed auditoriums, working-class leaders of the Socialist Party of Canada
and Federated Labour Party provided a vocal critique that transformed latent discontent among the
troops into collective resistance.[10] Both class and ethnicity drove the conscripts toward mutiny;
neither can sufficiently explain the complex motivations behind an event that military and press
censors did their best to conceal at the time. At this junction of social forces -- the converging
interests of working-class Quebecois and British Columbia socialists -- a violent standoff erupted in
Victoria.

WHY SIBERIA?

To understand the working-class response, and also the growth of discontent among the troops, it is
essential to understand the rationale behind the Siberian Expedition. From the outset, Canada's aims
in Russia were complex, fluid, and confused. Military strategy, international diplomacy, economic
opportunity, and ideology influenced the decision of Canada and its allies to intervene in the
Russian civil war. Militarily, the Siberian Expedition must be understood in the context of Russia's
transition from trusted ally to de facto enemy. In March 1917, as unrest mounted in Petrograd and
the Romanov 300-year rule neared its end, a group of Canadian military officers toured Russia,
meeting with Czar Nicholas II and other Russian leaders. 'Russia is now thoroughly supplied with
munitions,' Victoria's Daily Times reported. 'The Czar's huge armies are prepared ... industries and
transportation are fully organized ... everything is in readiness for a great offensive, simultaneously
with a similar move by the Western Allies.'[11] Within a week of this optimistic report, the czar
abdicated the throne. By November, the Bolshevik party under V.I. Lenin had displaced the pro-war
provisional government and entered into negotiations with Germany and other belligerent nations
that ultimately removed Russia from the war -- and liberated German forces for battle on the
Western Front. The Allied Supreme War Council, meeting in London in December 1917, pledged
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support to those elements in Russia committed to a continuation of war against Germany.[12] The
stage was set for Allied intervention.

In a speech to the Canadian Club and Women's Canadian Club in Victoria's Empress Hotel in
September 1918, Newton Rowell, president of the Privy Council, described the loss of Russia as
the most 'tragic surprise' of the war. The Siberian Expedition was necessary, he said, 'to reestablish
the Eastern front' and 'support the elements and governments of the Russian people, which are
battling against German armed force and intrigue.'[13] This theme of Germanic influence on the
Bolshevik side tapped into public fear of 'Hun' aggression and harked back to Lenin's famed
passage through Germany in a sealed railcar; it provided justification for opening fronts far
removed from Germany and continuing fighting after Germany's surrender. Allegations of
Bolshevik atrocities, including the supposed 'nationalization of women,' were amplified to bolster
public support for the Siberian campaign.[14] A final component of this military rationale was the
presence in Siberia of the Czecho-Slovak Legion, an anomalous body of troops, sixty thousand-
strong, which was marooned in the Russian Far East from 1917 and 1920, and formed the advance
party of the Allied campaign in a desperate bid for national recognition.[15]

Diplomacy also shaped Canadian policy in Siberia, as political and military leaders sought greater
power and independence within the British Empire. As Rowell told the Canadian Club, the
achievements of Canadian troops during the war had won for the country 'a new place among the
nations,' obliging Canada to do her part on the world stage. He informed Parliament that, after
refusing a request from the British War Office to send another contingent to France, Canadian
leaders felt obliged to provide a brigade for Siberia. Borden underscored this diplomatic motivation
in a letter to a skeptical colleague, as domestic opposition to the Siberian Expedition mounted: 'I
think we must go on with this as we have agreed to do so... [I]t will be of some distinction to have
all the British Forces in Siberia under the command of a Canadian Officer.'[16]

More significant than diplomacy, however, was the economic motivation. For decades Canadian,
American, Japanese, British, and German investors had eyed the resource wealth of Russia's Far
East and the region's consumer market. The German-controlled Kunst & Albers Company had
established a vast retail-wholesale network in Siberia before the war, an enterprise similar to the
Hudson's Bay Company in Canada. When Russia's provisional government ordered the firm be
sold, a Canadian intelligence officer saw 'a wonderful chance for Canada.' Trade commissioners
had been posted to Petrograd and Omsk in 1916, and a Russian purchasing mission was established
in Canada; exports to Russia reached $16 million, making it the seventh largest market for
Canadian goods.[17] In June 1917, Russia's consul-general to Britain, Baron Alphonse Heyking,
described Siberia as 'the granary of the world' and urged, 'Let capitalism come in. It will develop
quickly.'[18] The Bolshevik revolution interrupted these efforts to develop the Russian economy
along capitalist lines. Rather than welcome foreign investment and trade, the new regime
nationalized the assets of Russians and foreigners. 'This vast country is in a very precarious
position from the standpoint of trade and commerce,' Rowell warned. 'She needs capital and expert
guidance in the work of reconstruction ... [With] more intimate relations the greatest benefit may
result both to Canada and Siberia.'[19] In October 1918, as Canadian troops were mustered to
Victoria, the Privy Council authorized the formation of a Canadian-Siberian economic commission,
including representatives of the Canadian Pacific Railway and the Royal Bank of Canada; the latter
opened a branch in Vladivostok at the end of 1918.[20]

The Allied countries also had a direct financial interest in the defeat of the Lenin regime. An
estimated 13 billion rubles in war loans had been repudiated by the Bolsheviks.[21] Against this
outstanding debt stood the Imperial Russian Gold Reserve, the largest holdings of the precious
metal in the world. Valued at over 1.6 billion gold rubles, one quarter of this gold had been shipped
from Vladivostok to Vancouver in December 1915, June 1916, November 1916, and February
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1917, to guarantee British war credits; it was transported on the Canadian Pacific Railway and
stored for several months in a Bank of England vault in Ottawa. The portion remaining in Siberia
has its own intriguing story, moving from one train to another, and from town to town, as the czar
and an array of White generals retreated eastward.[22] As a military officer told a December 1918
meeting of Federated Labour Party in Victoria, 'We are going to Siberia as far as I know because
Britain has loaned a great amount of money to Russia. I don't know how much, and the Bolsheviki
has repudiated the loan money. This is as much ours as anybody's, and we are going there to get
it.'[23]

The final motivation behind the Siberian Expedition was ideological. In all industrialized countries,
the events of 1917 amplified divisions between the social classes. As working-class grievances
against profiteering and conscription mounted in Canada, with labour demanding the 'conscription
of wealth,' the Russian revolution provided a powerful symbol of resistance. Fear of revolution
informed Allied policy from the outset. An editorial in the Federationist summed up a growing
sentiment among BC workers: 'There is no other sign post upon the social horizon pointing the way
to peace than the movement which is now typified in the Russian Bolsheviki. Well may rulers and
robbers hail its advent with terrified squawks and bourgeois souls quake with terror at its probable
triumph. For with that triumph their game of loot and plunder will end.'[24] To radical sections of
BC labour, the Bolshevik insurrection was celebrated as a bold response to the two-fold scourges of
war and capitalism; it provided a framework through which BC workers came to interpret their own
class position. Within the Canadian elite, however, the Bolshevik revolution was received with
grave misgivings, viewed as a catalyst to domestic unrest and an example of radical movements
that were left unchecked. The Siberian Sapper, newspaper of the CSEF, warned that 'Bolshevik
missionaries are spreading their doctrines in every country in the world ... There is a mad dog
running loose among the nations, and it would seem to be the duty of the nations to handle it as
mad dogs are usually handled.'[25] This fear of domestic Bolshevism was intensified by statements
such as those of Joseph Naylor, president of the BC Federation of Labour and a socialist leader of
the Vancouver Island coal miners: 'Is it not high time that the workers of the western world take
action similar to that of the Russian Bolsheviki and dispose of their masters as those brave Russians
are now doing?'[26]

This complex array of Canadian motives -- military, diplomatic, economic, ideological -- is
reflected in a cryptic letter, received by the Victoria Trades and Labour Council from the deputy
minister of militia and defence, Ottawa, 'acknowledging a letter from the Council opposing the
Siberian expedition':

The Department does not consider Canada at war with the Russian people, but that they, the
Government of Canada, are supporting certain governments in Russia, such as that organized
at Omsk and Archangel, which governments are, by the way, quite socialistic. At any rate no
aggression is meant by the Dom. Govnt, rather an economic development.[27]

This official statement of Canadian policy, despite its confusing syntax, reveals implicit opposition
to the spread of socialism, but also a clear intent to alleviate labour's fear that Canada was acting on
purely ideological grounds.

A BEACHHEAD ON RUSSIA'S EASTERN FLANK

In December 1917, there were 648,000 tons of Allied munitions and war supplies in the Siberian
port of Vladivostok. The security of Allied military and commercial interests in the city was
compromised by the election that month of a majority of Bolshevik deputies to the local Soviet.
Given the severity of the situation, British, Japanese, and American warships were deployed to
Vladivostok, lying at anchor in the harbour. In April, 500 Japanese marines landed ashore, as 50
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Royal Marines left the cruiser Suffolk to guard the British Consulate. By June 1918, the Allied
powers had launched an attack to establish Vladivostok as a beachhead on Russia's eastern flank.
Fifteen thousand CzechoSlovaks, aided by Japanese and British marines, seized control of the city,
toppling the local Soviet. A group of armed gruzshchiki (longshoremen) staged a standoff in the
Red Staff building, and though outnumbered forty to one, resisted until the building was hit with an
incendiary bomb, killing dozens. At the funeral, attended by 17,000 workers and adorned with the
banners of forty-four unions, Konstantin Sukhanov -- a twenty-four-year-old student and president
of the Vladivostok Soviet -- declared defiantly, 'The Soviet for which they died shall be the thing
for which we live -- or if need be -- like them, die.'[28] Two days later, Japanese, British, American,
French, and Czech officials placed the city under their 'temporary protection.' By the end of July, all
administrative, judicial, and financial functions had been assumed by the White cabinet of General
Dmitri Horvath.[29]

Interventionist forces on parade in Vladivostok, 1918.

Across the Pacific in British Columbia, the summer of 1918 was marked by acute industrial
conflict. Organized workers were on the brink of the first citywide general strike in Canadian
history. The Victoria Trades and Labour Council-backed newspaper The Week was suppressed by
government order after publishing the terms of the Allies' secret treaties. Burgeoning colonies of
draft resisters had taken shape in the Comox Valley of Vancouver Island and near Howe Sound on
the mainland. Labour leader Albert 'Ginger' Goodwin was shot dead while evading the Military
Service Act, while miners' leader Joseph Naylor was jailed for assisting draft resisters.[30] On both
the industrial and political fields, British Columbia labour developed organizational muscle. Aided
by wartime labour shortages, new organizations took root among shipyard workers, longshoremen,
sawmill workers, telephone operators, teamsters, school teachers, fire-fighters, police officers, and
laundry workers.[31] Led by militants in the Socialist Party of Canada (SPC), British Columbia's
labour movement was entering into a period of unprecedented unrest, preparing to mount a
challenge to the moderate leadership of the Trades and Labour Congress of Canada. Electorally, the
Federated Labour Party (FLP) established branches across the province, backed by the provincial
labour federation and a team of organizers that included J.S. Woodsworth. The FLP's lone
parliamentarian in the BC legislature, Jim Hawthornthwaite of Nanaimo, aligned himself with the
Russian revolution:
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The capitalist press in this country is out-lying each other in vilifying the Bolsheviki, but we
cannot believe one word we read... The Russians have large stores of supplies in Vladivostok
and Petervolosky... So we are forced to the conclusion that the Allies are liberating the
Germans on the western front, and allowing them to devastate the Russian workers'
republic.[32]

In both Russia and Canada, working-class unrest was fuelled by discontent with the high cost of
living, shortages of food, carnage on the battlefields, compulsory military service, and restrictions
on civil liberties. In both countries, the roots of unrest could be traced to the class system itself, to
the determination of the domestic elite to engage in war, and to the efforts of sections of the
working class to alter basic economic relationships. As radicalism in the industrial and political
branches of BC labour intensified, Prime Minister Borden requested that his director of public
safety, Montreal lawyer C.H. Cahan, investigate the proliferation of Bolshevik influences in
Canada.[33]

Against this domestic backdrop, the Imperial War Cabinet convened in London in July 1918.
Borden joined British Prime Minister David Lloyd George, and political and military leaders from
Australia, New Zealand, and South Africa, to formulate Allied strategy on the Western Front -- and
commit forces to the emerging fronts encircling Bolshevik Russia. In his memoirs, Borden writes
that on 27 July 1918 'we discussed our contingent for the Siberian expedition.' The next day,
Borden received a wire stating that the Privy Council 'approves principle of sending expedition,
leaving you to arrange cost and other detail.'[34] Earlier that month, American President Woodrow
Wilson committed 7000 US troops to Siberia. As Allied leaders assented to the Siberian campaign,
1000 troops in Britain's 25th Middlesex Regiment made their way from Hong Kong to Vladivostok,
to serve under the Canadian command. By the end of August, 15,000 of 73,000 Japanese troops had
landed in the city. American soldiers sailed from the Philippines, as an array of foreign armies
made their way to Siberia: 2000 Italians, 12,000 Poles, 4000 Serbs, 4000 Romanians, 5000
Chinese, and 1850 French troops. When combined with the Czecho-Slovak Legion and White
Russian forces, the total Allied troop strength in Siberia exceeded 350,000.[35]

On 13 August 1918, the details of the Canadian Siberian Expeditionary Force were revealed
publicly: 'Canada to Send Force 4,000 Strong to Help Russia in Siberia,' the Daily Colonist
announced. Victoria was selected as an assembly point, along with New Westminster and
Coquitlam. Major-General James H. Elmsley returned from London and began accumulating his
army at the Willows Camp, located on the edge of Victoria, as military officials arranged for the
shipment of 3,000,000 rounds of ammunition from Vancouver to Vladivostok.[36] Even at its
inception, however, the CSEF was plagued by indecision in senior ranks. Gen. S.C. Mewburn,
minister of militia and defence, questioned whether the troops could be raised voluntarily, asking
Borden, 'How will the public of Canada view the raising of another Force to be sent to another
theatre of war ... in view of the present unrest in Canada.'[37] In Regina, 'B' Squadron of the
RNWMP Calvary unit enlisted 181 horses and 215 men, all volunteers.[38] From British Columbia
to Nova Scotia, 4197 troops were mobilized to the West Coast; as Mewburn had anticipated, 1653
were conscripts. In addition to small units of bakers, butchers, medics, and other supporting troops
-- and Nursing Matron Grace Elrida Potter, the lone woman in the force -- the bulk of the CSEF
consisted of the 16th Canadian Infantry Brigade, which included the 259th and 260th Battalions
and Britain's 25th Middlesex Regiment.[39]

The 259th Battalion (Canadian Rifles) was formed in September 1918 and organized into four
companies, under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Albert 'Dolly' Swift, with headquarters in
Montreal. 'A' and 'B' companies were mustered from the districts of Kingston, Toronto, and
London, ON, and received preliminary training at Niagara Camp before moving to Victoria. 'C' and
'D' companies were drawn from Montreal and Quebec City, and relied heavily on 'MSA men' --
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conscripts under the Military Service Act. Of 1083 troops in the Battalion, only 378 had enlisted
voluntarily.[40] Conscription was bitterly resented in Quebec, where historical linguistic and
national tensions undermined support for the British war effort, and exploded into rioting in early
1918. This political context helps explain discontent within the Quebecois companies of the 259th
Battalion. Morale in the 259th was also influenced by the presence of 135 Russian-speaking troops,
belonging to two Russian platoons that had been recalled from the Canadian Corps in France and
attached to the CSEF to provide interpretative services in Siberia.[41] Finally, the outbreak of the
Spanish flu sowed the seeds of discontent within the 259th, forcing the quarantine of 'C' and 'D'
companies in Quebec, and taking the life of seven members before they even reached Victoria.[42]

At the end of October, the Quebecois units of the 259th Battalion boarded two separate trains for
the journey to the Willows Camp.

The situation that greeted the men in Victoria was far from ideal: A wet British Columbia autumn
was aggravated by the influenza epidemic. Private Harold Steele, a twenty-year-old railway worker
from Cane Township, ON, who voluntarily enlisted in 'B' Company of the 259th Battalion,
described conditions at the Willows: 'The weather is the worst,' Steele wrote to his girlfriend Josie
Libby. 'It rains every day and sometimes two or three times a day.'[43] A total of 101 people died of
influenza in Victoria in 1918, while 2759 fell ill. A quarantine was established at the Willows, and
all public gatherings were banned by the civic Health Committee, a prohibition that was not lifted
until the end of November. According to the Daily Times, 'It may not have been the best time of
year for troops to have been quartered in Victoria... The latter part of their stay has been marked by
an unusual amount of rain with an attendant sea of mud at the Willows.'[44] Dawn Fraser, a
volunteer in the 260th Battalion and a pharmacist from Saint John, NB, put the mood of the troops
into verse:

So our esprit de corps is waning, All our pluck and interest too, The only thing we see to
fight, Is Mud and Spanish Flu.[45]

As the main body of the force assembled in Victoria, the advance party, consisting of 677 men and
headed by Major-General Elmsley, departed for Vladivostok aboard the Canadian Pacific steamship
Empress of Japan.[46] Meanwhile, the labour situation continued to deteriorate.

Within the ranks of Canadian workers, the rift between the moderate Trades and Labour Congress
leadership and the socialist leadership concentrated in the western provinces widened into an open
split at the congress convention in Quebec City in September 1918. Among the grievances of the
socialist delegates was the tabling of a resolution opposing Canadian intervention in Russia.[47] In
response to growing radicalism, the Borden government approved PC 2384, outlawing fourteen
political organizations and all meetings (with the exception of religious services) in the Russian,
Ukrainian, and Finnish languages. The proscribed organizations included the Social Democratic
Party, Industrial Workers of the World, and Slavic radical groups including the Russian Workers
Union and Group of Social Democrats of Bolsheviki. Responding to a strike of Calgary freight
handlers, the government banned all labour strikes for the duration of the war. The SPC's Western
Clarion was declared 'objectionable' under the authority of the Secretary of State of Canada, as was
the pamphlet A Reply to the Press Lies Concerning the Russian Situation and Lenin's 'Political
Parties in Russia,' which had been serialized in the BC Federationist only months earlier. Peace set
in on the Western Front as Canada declared war against radical labour, both at home and in Russia.
On Armistice Day, 11 November 1918, Borden wrote in his diary, 'Revolt has spread all over
Germany. The question is whether it will stop there.'[48]

The signing of the Armistice triggered a debate on whether Canadian troops should be deployed to
Siberia. As Borden sailed aboard the Mauritania en route to peace deliberations in Europe, Acting
Prime Minister Sir Thomas White sent an urgent telegram from Ottawa:
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All our colleagues are of opinion that public opinion here will not sustain us in continuing to
send troops, many of whom are draftees under the Military Service Act and Order in
Council, now that the war is ended. We are all of opinion that no further troops should be
sent and that Canadian forces in Siberia should, as soon as situation will permit, be returned
to Canada. Consider matter of serious importance.[49]

T.A. Crerar, a Winnipeg farmer and businessman who would soon defect from the Union cabinet to
lead the Progressive Party, was 'absolutely opposed to sending any additional forces to Siberia...The
matter of how Russia shall settle her internal affairs is her concern -- not ours.' Borden rejected his
ministers' advice, maintaining that troops should leave Victoria for Siberia. 'In my judgment we
shall stand in an unfortunate situation unless we proceed with Siberian Expedition... Canada's
present position and prestige would be singularly impaired.' Anticipating that Canadian troops
would not be called upon to engage in active warfare, 'beyond possible quelling of some local
disturbances,' he suggested they were needed to assist the new government of Admiral Kolchak,
which had recently seized power at Omsk and sought to organize anti-Bolshevik forces into a
professional army.[50] White reiterated his earlier opposition, pointing out that Canadian interests in
Siberia differed from those of Britain and France, because of Russia's indebtedness to those
countries:

Canada has no such economic or business interests as will justify the employment of a
Canadian force composed of young men whose parents and friends desire should return at
once to their ordinary occupations...

Canada should, now that the war is over and no necessity exists for the re-establishment of
the Eastern front, discontinue further participation and expense. It seems clearly a task for
nations more immediately interested in the finances of Russia. There is an extraordinary
sentiment in Canada in favour of getting all our men home and at work as soon as
possible.[51]

Indicating that opposition was not confined to labour circles, the Toronto Globe weighed in on the
debate:

'Why should Canadians be forced into a service of which the purpose, if there is any definite
aim, is hidden in the minds of public men?... There has been no proposal to make Russia our
enemy in any legal form. How can we say that our force in Siberia is being used for the
defence of Canada?'[52]

On 22 November, a scheduled troop sailing was postponed indefinitely by Mewburn, but this
position was reversed days later when the cabinet yielded to their prime minister and decided the
Siberian Expedition would proceed -- with the proviso that any soldier who desired would be
permitted to return to Canada within one year of the armistice. 'We are advised that this will be
satisfactory to the troops now in British Columbia,' White assured Borden, prematurely, as events
revealed.[53]

Morale among the troops at the Willows Camp waned in the face of vigorous propaganda by
Victoria's labour movement, part of a national campaign against the Siberian Expedition. Socialists
targeted their efforts at members of the CSEF. When the Victoria branch of the Federated Labour
Party held its inaugural meeting on 8 December, 700 members of the Siberian force were in
attendance, while 'hundreds were turned away.' As the Federationist reported, 'The way those boys
applauded the Labor speakers showed in no uncertain manner where their sympathies lay.' Jim
Hawthornthwaite, FLP member of the legislature, and party organizer J.R. Trotter took the
platform, lambasting the 'capitalist press' and describing the violent overthrow of the Vladivostok
Soviet the previous June.[54] The Daily Times, considered the more liberal of Victoria's two dailies,
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railed against 'certain elements of pronounced Socialistic tendencies' and claimed the Siberian
Expedition was needed to 'maintain control of the trans-Siberian railroad along its whole length
from the Pacific to the Urals.' A week later, a second protest meeting was held, under the auspices
of the Victoria Trades and Labour Council. A group of CSEF officers attempted to disrupt the
meeting, flooding onto the platform, singing 'God Save the King,' and accosting the speakers. The
Federationist, however, reported that 'the majority of the soldiers present were with the labor
speakers.' Labour's Semi-Weekly Tribune claimed 'the whole house, composed mostly of the
Siberian contingent, were unanimous in expressing their sentiments to the withdrawal of the
troops.'[55]

The prospect of soldier -- labour unity created much apprehension in senior ranks, foreshadowing
the heavy-handed response to veteran-labour unity in Winnipeg the following spring. The
lieutenant governor of British Columbia, Sir Thomas S. Barnard, sent a secret letter to Borden on 4
December, requesting the prime minister 'urge upon the Imperial Government the importance of
keeping a few large Cruisers upon this Coast, if for no other reason, than for that of having a force
to quell, if necessary, any rising upon the part of the I.W.W.' Barnard felt 'the presence of a warship'
would 'do more than any local military force to settle any local trouble,' since 'the personnel of such
force would not be subjected to the insidious socialistic propaganda which reaches the soldier -- in
other words, would be more amenable to discipline, and not affected by local influences... In the
event of labor strikes, with demonstrations leading to riots, a serious situation would arise if the
soldiers were in sympathy with the strikers.'[56]

From labour halls across the country, a flood of protest resolutions arrived in Ottawa. The
Vancouver Trades and Labour Council placed itself 'on record as being against intervention in
Siberia or interfering in Russia's internal affairs.' Ernest Winch, an SPC member and president of
the council, warned that 'if the government desired evolution, and not what was called revolution,'
it would halt its campaign of repression against radical labour.[57] In Winnipeg, the labour council
entertained a proposal for a general strike to force the withdrawal of Allied troops from Siberia.
Victoria's Semi-Weekly Tribune, meanwhile, suggested 'Ottawa should at once be notified by the
Military Authorities of the real state of affairs at the Willows. It is common knowledge that the vast
majority of the men in camp are strongly averse to embarking for Siberia.'[58]

Evidence of discontent at the Willows Camp abounds. In November, eighty-seven soldiers in the
Russian platoons of the 259th Battalion were moved across the city to the Work Point Barracks,
'these men not being anxious to proceed to Siberia.'[59] Bolshevik sympathies had developed
among the men, as did an aversion to fight other Russians. A loyal soldier in the CSEF reported
confidentially that the Russians at the Willows 'are all Bolsheviki'; they intended to join the Red
Army if deployed to Russia and were 'debating all the time the social question and predicting the
downfall of the rich': 'I am not afraid to fight the enemy ahead of me... but I don't want to be shot
from behind with our own machine guns.' Only eighteen of the Russian troops were deemed
reliable for service in Siberia and permitted to leave Canada. Within the other units of the 259th,
efforts were made to contain discontent: English-speaking troops were transferred out of 'D'
company (which the War Diary describes as the 'French-Canadian Company'), while French-
Canadians were transferred from 'C' company to 'D' company. In the 20th Machine Gun Company,
seven soldiers were declared 'deserters' by a Court of Inquiry on 20 December 1918; every day,
punishments were meted out for infractions ranging from 'breaking out of camp' to 'highly improper
conduct in the ranks.' As Skuce observed, 'barrackroom lawyers fomented discord by pointing out
the illegality of the government's intent,' which was highlighted by a government order of 7
December authorizing MSA troops for service in Siberia.[60] A soldier wrote to his sister-in-law
from the Willows Camp, 'Well, things are beginning to look awful black over here. We are going to
be railroaded to Siberia, and we cannot do a thing to help ourselves. They started to dish out our
clothes to us the first day, and out of 78 of us 77 refused to take them.'[61]
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Efforts to ameliorate the situation were unsuccessful. The YMCA provided regular recreation and
entertainment for the troops, and the military organized a 'sports day' and a mandatory lecture on
the geography and political climate of Siberia, attempting to counter the influence of the labour
meetings. When gale force winds and driving rain forced the cancellation of rifle practice at the
Clover Point Range, Brigade Commander H.C. Bickford addressed all ranks in the CSEF 'on
discipline, complaints, etc. and propaganda against the Siberian Force.' As the brigade war diary
records, 'So-called Socialistic meetings have been held in Victoria at which there were speeches
made... against the Siberian Force.'[62] White wired Borden in London: 'There is a good deal of
feeling in labour and other quarters here against our continued participation and my personal view
is that a serious political situation may arise later unless some definite statement can be made as to
the return of the expedition within a reasonable time.' Borden responded, insisting Canada had
made commitments that had to be honoured, regardless of the armistice in Europe.[63]

And so Departure Day arrived, 21 December 1918. A total of 856 enlisted men in the 259th
Battalion and the 20th Machine Gun Company, along with Headquarters Detachment and several
smaller units, left the Willows Camp for the six-kilometre march up Fort Street toward the outer
wharf and the troopship Teesta. They were under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Swift, along
with forty-two other officers.[64] The most detailed description of the events that followed appeared
in a lieutenant's letter to his wife, mailed from Japan, which was published in the Federationist and
is worth quoting at length:

Yesterday morning (Saturday, December 21) we turned out a reveille, 5 a.m., and turned in all our
camp equipment at quartermasters' stores. We breakfasted at 6 a.m., and marched out of camp at
7:30 a.m. for the wharf, a distance of four and a half miles. When we got half way the signal came
from the rear to halt, so we stopped for about ten minutes. Then the commanding officer blew his
whistle as a signal for everyone to resume his place in the column, and we jumped into our places
waiting for the further signal to advance, which was an unusually long time coming.

We could not see the rest of the column, as we had turned a corner of the road -- and a few minutes
later a shot rang out, but still we waited till eventually we received word to resume the march. In
the meantime it appears that our gallant... or a number of them, had absolutely refused to fall in
again when the signal blew, or to go down to the boat at all. So then the colonel drew his revolver
and fired a shot over their heads -- in the main street of Victoria -- when some more got into line,
though there were still a large number who would not, so the other two companies from Ontario
were ordered to take off their belts and whip the poor devils into line, and they did it with a will,
and we proceeded.

While all this was happening the general staff car was flying round with good effect, so that after
marching another half mile we came to a 'guard of honour' (fifty men in close formation, with rifles
and fixed bayonets on either side of the road) who presented arms in the approved fashion to us --
scouts, bugle band, and the Toronto company -- but as soon as the other company was just nicely
between them the order was given to the guard to 'Outwards turn,' with the result that this company
continued the march virtually at the point of the bayonet, they being far more closely guarded than
any group of German prisoners I ever saw, and they were put under armed guard till we actually
pulled out to sea, and even now a dozen of the ringleaders are in the cells -- the two worst
handcuffed together -- awaiting trial.[65]

'MUTINY AND WILFUL DISOBEDIENCE'

Evidence to corroborate this story is sparse, the victim of military and press censorship, and a
historiography that failed to ask the right questions while the participants were still alive.[66] The
accounts of Rodney, MacLaren, Swettenham, and Skuce consign the events of 21 December 1918
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to the margins, providing only passing references that are neither explained nor interrogated for
meaning.[67] These interpretations do not extend beyond a superficial reference to French-Canadian
anti-militarism. Mirroring the weakness of the larger literature on conscription in Canada, these
accounts ignore the complex interplay of class and national cleavages, and the dual role of soldiers
as workers; they confine opposition to conscription to the province of Quebec.[68] In framing anti-
conscription sentiment and mutinous activity as purely French-Canadian phenomena, these
accounts distort the experience, and deny the agency, of British Columbia's working class, and
simplify the motivations of the Quebecois troops.

Research into the regimental records of the Siberian Expedition has produced scant evidence of the
mutiny. According to the war diary of the 16th Infantry Brigade, 'On the march from the camp to
the dock some of the French-Canadians of the 259th Battn. created trouble and objected to
embarking. The trouble was soon overcome, however, and the delinquents placed under arrest to be
dealt with.'[69] The diary of the 20th Machine Gun Company is even more vague: 'Parade formed
up at 7:00 A.M. to march to Rithet's wharf. Made several halts en route and arrived at wharf at
10:30 A.M.'[70] A court martial later concluded that the trouble started 'at the date when the men
were asked whether they were willing to volunteer for service in Siberia.' Brigadier-General
Bickford admitted that only forty per cent of the troops agreed to go voluntarily. Due to a
requirement of the Records Office, the troops march in alphabetical order. 'This completely
changed the company organization so that the men were not under the command of their own
Platoon officers and NCOs. There was one case of an officer who could not speak French being in
charge of a platoon of men who could not understand English.'[71] The commanding officer of the
259th, Lieutenant-Colonel Swift, described the troublemakers as 'French-Canadians, farmers and
recruits' with 'very little education,' who were 'mislead by some civilians while stationed in
Victoria, BC, in December 1918.'[72]

Military censorship prevented contemporary reports from appearing in the local press. The labour
council's Semi-Weekly Tribune alluded to 'recent happenings, the knowledge of which is common
property in this community.' But no details of these 'happenings' are provided: 'The Tribune has no
desire to infringe the regulations by giving publicity to these happenings unless forced to do so in
self defence.'[73] In the mainstream press, the Toronto Globe was one of the few voices calling for
the withdrawal of the Canadian troops, citing protests 'general throughout the country.' While the
Globe acknowledged 'sixty to seventy per cent of the men despatched to Siberia went unwillingly,'
it dismissed reports of 'some-thing very much like mutiny' aboard an unspecified troopship,
commending the men for embarking 'without serious disturbance.'[74] For a more detailed picture
of the events that transpired in Victoria on 21 December 1918, we must turn to sources generated
by the labour movement.

'In Victoria, if street corner reports are true, some members of the Siberian Expeditionary Force
refused to go, and were compelled to do so by the use of forceable [sic] methods, amongst which
was the use of revolvers by the officers,' the Federationist reported on 27 December, ignoring the
censorship restrictions.[75] Two weeks later, an editorial asked rhetorically, 'Why is the Canadian
government so bent on sending troops to Russia that unwilling men were forced to embark for
Siberia at Victoria... after leading protestors were put under arrest? Surely the answer is not in the
announcement of the birth of the Canadian Siberian Development Company.'[76] J.S. Woodsworth
addressed an FLP meeting in Vancouver, describing 'some disgraceful scenes' that had taken place
'when certain Canadian troops were only recently shipped at Victoria for Siberia. We had grown
accustomed to hear of German and in the past of Russian troops being driven by force to the
fighting front, but it was something new for Canada, and... for the British Empire itself, to have
troops driven aboard ship by bayonet and revolver.'[77] Having resigned from the Methodist
Church, Woodsworth was working as a longshoreman in Vancouver, where, according to daughter
Grace MacInnis, he 'downed tools and gave up his day's work and pay' when he discovered he was
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loading munitions bound for Siberia.[78] Another BC socialist, William A. Pritchard, discussed the
Siberian Expedition with a Victoria audience in the wake of the mutiny: 'No matter how many
millions of gallons of Allied blood' were spilt 'combating the Soviet regime, and no matter how
successful it might be in subduing it, nothing could overthrow the conditions which had brought the
Soviets into existence.'[79]

Leaflet of the Canadian Hands Off Russia Committee opposing Canadian intervention
against the Bolshevik revolution. Click photos to enlarge. (Northstar Compass)

Further insight into the Victoria mutiny can be gleaned from the proceedings of the Western Labour
Conference, which convened in Calgary in March 1919. Helen Armstrong, representing the
Women's Labour League of Winnipeg, asked the British Columbia delegates whether the troops
aboard the Teesta had arrived in Siberia: 'Some of our members have not been heard from since
Christmas... and we heard... that it took half a regiment at Christmas to put the other half on the
ship for Siberia.' A Victoria delegate by the name of Flewin responded that as an organizer of the
FLP meetings in the city, he had met personally with several soldiers, including some from
Winnipeg: 'When these boys were given notice they were to leave for Siberia there was a plan
among them that they would refuse to go. There was one man chosen to lead them, but when he
struck down one of the officers the rest didn't give him support. However, it took 23 hours to get
those men aboard the ship.'[80]

Out of these fragmentary pieces of evidence the general contours of the mutiny emerge. Influenced
by labour agitation, their morale weakened by poor weather and the Spanish flu, a company of
francophone conscripts in the Canadian Siberian Expeditionary Force refused to leave Victoria for
Vladivostok, and the military authorities used force -- revolvers, canvass belts, and bayonets -- to
ensure their deployment to Russia.

At sea, the fortunes of the campaign failed to improve. One soldier died aboard the Teesta, as did a
Chinese crewmember. Private Frank Joseph Kay, of the 259th Battalion, fell down a coal chute
during a storm.[81] Discontent continued during the crossing. Battered by rough weather, the Teesta
pulled into the northern Japanese port of Muroran for bunkering on 9 January. The officers were
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allowed ashore, while the lower ranks were not. Thirty-eight men were subsequently found guilty
of being absent without leave, and penalized fourteen days forfeiture of pay.[82] The Teesta arrived
in Vladivostok on 12 January, followed by the Protesilaus three days later. In these two ships,
carrying 899 and 1808 men respectively, nearly three-quarters of the Canadian force reached
Siberia.[83] When the Teesta docked, ordnance personnel discovered 'all blankets etc [were]
infested with lice,' and provided the troops, who lacked winter kit, with fur caps. According to the
war diary of base headquarters, 'All troops on board the S.S. "TEESTA" had to be bathed on arrival
owing to men [being] lousie.' Determined to avoid a disturbance similar to the one at Victoria,
officials had prepared a careful plan for the disembarkation of the men. Major-General Elmsley and
other senior officers boarded the ship upon its arrival in Vladivostok, while fifty troops were
detailed 'to act as a guard' as the 259th unloaded in two stages -- 'C' Company and one platoon of
'D' Company on 13 January, and the remainder of 'D' Company the next day. This strategy appears
to have worked, but the unloading of cargo proceeded less smoothly: Cranes, derricks, and other
hydraulic equipment had frozen, so 1700 tons of ammunition and 398 tons of other supplies were
unloaded by hand, by Chinese labourers.[84]

On 24 January 1919, ten men belonging to the 259th Battalion appeared before the deputy judge
advocate general in Vladivostok, on charges of 'mutiny and wilful disobedience.' The men, judging
by their surnames, were all French-Canadian, and all held the rank of rifleman. All had been
drafted under the authority of the Military Service Act. They were Onil Boisvert, Sylvio Gilbert,
Joseph Guenard, Alfred La Plante, Egard Lebel, Adore Leroux, Edmond Leroux, Edmond Pauze,
Arthur Roy, and Leonoe Roy. Over five days of hearings, the military judge found nine of the men
guilty, one innocent, and delivered sentences ranging from three years penal servitude to twenty-
eight days forfeiture of pay. Arthur Roy, a twenty-three-year-old from Montreal, who listed his
occupation as saw-maker and resided in St Catharines at the time he was conscripted, received a
three-year sentence; Boisvert, a farmer from Drummond, QC, and La Plante, a mechanic from
Richelieu, both aged twenty-three, received two years hard labour; Edmond Leroux, a twentytwo-
year-old lumberjack from St Apolline, was sentenced to one year hard labour. The sentences
imposed on these working-class Quebecois youth were designed to have a deterrent effect within
the CSEF. In April, however, as the Canadians prepared to evacuate Vladivostok and questions
arose over the legality of deploying conscripts, the judge advocate received an application to
release on suspended sentence the 'men convicted of mutiny at Victoria, BC' -- a request that
Elmsley authorized.[85]

VLADIVOSTOK AND THE RETURN HOME

In their main barracks at Gournestai Bay, at the East Barracks, and at Second River, eight
kilometres west of Vladivostok, members of the Siberian Expedition remained restive. The first
week in February, British Colonel John Ward, second in command of British forces in Siberia,
wrote in his diary, 'I heard news of general insubordination among the Canadian troops that had just
arrived at Vladivostok. If all the information received could be relied upon, the sooner they were
shipped back to Canada the better. There is enough anarchy here now without the British
government dumping more on us.'[86] The daily routine orders from force headquarters in
Vladivostok reveal regular incidents of courts martial and breaches of conduct. The soldiers'
perspective, however, is difficult to discern, as censorship restrictions were not lifted until mid-
February, and military regulations dictated that only officers could keep personal diaries. In a letter
home from Vladivostok, Private Harold Steele described an officer in the 260th Battalion,
Lieutenant Alfred Henry Thring, who was 'either murdered or committed suicide here last night.' In
another letter, Private Steele described Vladivostok as 'this God forsaken hole.' Lieutenant Eric
Henry William Elkington, a doctor in the 16th Field Ambulance from Duncan, BC, confirmed this
view in an interview six decades later: 'That was a tough place, Vladivostok,' he recalls. 'It was
wintertime, and there were always people getting shot or killed in the streets.'[87]
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A siege mentality developed among the troops and within the Canadian command, as the
occupying armies came into conflict with the local population. The RNWMP commander in
Vladivostok, a city of 160,000, conceded that 'the inhabitants are about ninety percent Bolshevik.'
In March, two White Russian officers were found murdered, their bodies showing signs of torture
and mutilation. The incident prompted an emergency meeting of the Inter-Allied Council, and
CSEF headquarters ordered 'all Officers to be careful when leaving main streets' and that other
ranks 'carry bayonets.' Amid rumours of 'disturbances and rioting which are expected from
Bolshevik sympathizers,' CSEF base headquarters released 'Instructions in Case of Riotous
Disturbances in Vladivostok Area,' outlining a procedure to quell any Bolshevik rising. As anxiety
mounted, the judge advocate was requested to investigate 'alleged Bolshevik activities of a Private
in the 259th Battn.'[88]

Tension was evident in Vladivostok, but few of the 4000 Canadians actually saw active
engagement. Only a fraction moved 'up country' to Omsk, serving as headquarters staff for the 25th
Middlesex Regiment and providing protection on transport trains; some troops in the 259th
Battalion were deployed to Shkotova, a village on an important rail line north of Vladivostok, to
join Japanese, Italian, French, and Czech forces in repelling a Bolshevik advance. Most of the
CSEF never left Vladivostok. Beyond guard duty, policing, and training White Russian troops,
members of the CSEF occupied themselves in the local bazaar and at dances organized for
members of the force. The YMCA and Knights of Columbus, which had assigned representatives to
the Siberian Expedition, opened canteen huts and movie theatres at the Canadian barracks, and held
concerts, lectures, boxing matches, and church services. An eight-team hockey league was
established, as were two brigade newspapers, the Siberian Bugle and Siberian Sapper. On occasion,
the men marched to a central bathhouse for a hot shower. As spring approached, Lieutenant
Elkington was deployed inland with a contingent bound for Omsk, to aid the British forces
defending the White governor of Siberia, Admiral Kolchak. However, as the troops made their way
along the Trans-Siberian Railroad toward Lake Baikal, the rail-workers went on strike: 'We had a
Russian train, and Russian drivers. And eventually they refused to go any further. Despite being
prodded in the backside with bayonets.'[89]

The troops returned to Vladivostok, as the Canadian government scrambled to find ships to bring
the force home.[90] When exactly the Borden government resolved to end the Siberian Expedition
remains unclear, as does the precise rationale. From the beginning, Canadian officials were unable
to decide on a clear policy, vacillating between the ambivalent position of Japan and the United
States, and the more aggressive stance of France and Britain. The prime minister's failed attempt to
organize a peace conference between Bolshevik and White Russian forces at the Turkish island of
Prinkipo also influenced the decision to withdraw Canadian troops. At the beginning of January
1919, with the Teesta and Protesilaus still at sea, the cabinet cancelled a planned deployment of
troops aboard the ship Madras, citing 'increasing popular opposition' and Japan's decision to reduce
its commitment in Siberia. Elmsley informed unit commanders that Canadian government policy in
Siberia had changed, and rather than move 'up country,' the troops would be confined to
Vladivostok. An 'Operation Plan for Evacuation of Vladivostok' was drawn up, couched in
hypothetical terms but betraying the fears of the Canadian command: 'The whole country has risen
in revolt and large Bolsheviki irregular forces, indifferently armed, are preparing to attack this
detachment.' Waning Japanese, American, French, British, and Czech support -- influenced by
domestic opposition to the campaign, the conflicting agendas of the Allied powers, deteriorating
conditions in Vladivostok, and the growing strength of the Red Army -- sealed the fate of the
Siberian Expedition.[91]

In Canada, the labour situation grew increasingly tense. In February 1919, the Victoria Trades and
Labour Council voted seventeen to two to endorse 'the aims and purposes' of the Russian and
German revolutions, empowering its executive 'to call general strikes should the Allies continue to
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oppose [the Bolshevik regime] or oppose a Soviet government that may be formed elsewhere' -- a
stand affirmed by the 234 delegates at the Western Labour Conference in Calgary. Fearing the
domestic incarnation of Bolshevism, the Canadian government strengthened its security apparatus,
extending the jurisdiction of the RNWMP into British Columbia and initiating rigorous surveillance
of the working-class leadership. The Privy Council was 'much concerned over [the] situation in
British Columbia,' White informed Borden: 'Bolshevism has made great progress among the
soldiers and workers there.' Warning of 'a revolutionary movement' associated with the One Big
Union, White repeated the lieutenant governor's earlier request that a British cruiser be deployed to
Victoria or Vancouver. Borden dithered, unwilling to sully the reputation of the Dominion by
calling on British forces to suppress 'purely local Canadian riots, or insurrection': 'As far back as
1885 we have attended to our own rebellions.'[92]

Borden was not oblivious to the domestic situation, however. On 13 February, he informed Lloyd
George that Canadian troops would be withdrawn from Siberia, and wired Mewburn, minister of
militia and defence, instructing him to withdraw the troops in early spring. At a meeting of the
British Empire delegation to the peace talks on 17 February, 'I adhered absolutely to my
determination to withdraw our troops from Siberia in April,' Borden wrote. A month after the main
body of the force arrived in Vladivostok, the order was issued to demobilize the units still in
Canada and bring the troops home.[93]

On 21 April 1919, 1076 Canadians boarded the Monteagle, and by June, the last Canadian units left
Vladivostok for the voyage across the Pacific.[94] They returned to a country divided along the
lines of social class. Victoria, Vancouver, Winnipeg, Amherst, and several other cities were tied up
in general strikes. Members of RNWMP 'B' Squadron arrived in Vancouver on 22 June, to a
barrage of bricks and stones from angry longshoremen, and were promptly ordered to serve strike
duty in the city. A day earlier, their counterparts in 'A' Squadron had broken the back of the
Winnipeg strike, and RNWMP agents from Victoria to Montreal raided the homes and offices of
socialist and labour leaders at the end of June. Working-class militancy reached a high-water mark
in Canadian history, as the Canadian state expanded its war against radical labour on the home
front, part of the 'Red Scare' that set in across the Western world. Under the banner of One Big
Union, a substantial layer of Canadian workers employed industrial methods in what they viewed
as an international movement to usher in the New Democracy. The Russian revolution had
provided them with an interpretive framework, and an example of agency, to challenge the
authority of employers and the legitimacy of the state.[95]

In Siberia, the once-reliable Czecho-Slovak Legion had grown restless, its members increasingly
unwilling to prolong their return to the new homeland. They clashed with Japanese and White
Russian forces, and surrendered Kolchak to the Bolsheviks. The Red Army seized the remnants of
the Imperial Russian Gold Reserve and asserted Soviet authority over the Russian Far East.[96] The
Czecho-Slovaks were finally permitted to leave Vladivostok in May 1920. They sailed to
Vancouver, arriving on 9 June 1920, and marched through the city, fully armed, before travelling
across Canada by train for the voyage home.[97] Battered by the corrosive force of time and elite
history, the story of the Siberian Expedition was forgotten.[98]

CONCLUSION

A total of 4197 Canadians served in Russia with the Siberian Expeditionary Force. Nineteen never
returned home.[99] This study has attempted to provide fresh insight into the complex motivations
behind the Siberian Expedition; to highlight the forgotten mutiny of 21 December 1918; to explore
the connection between class and national cleavages in relation to the mutiny; and to contextualize
the departure of the force within conditions in Victoria and British Columbia. This Canadian story
must be integrated into the larger picture of Allied intervention in 1918-19, and into the Canadian
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historiography of the First World War and postwar labour revolt. The fields of military history and
labour history must enter into a closer dialogue with one another, and extend their terrain of inquiry
beyond Armistice Day and the Western Front.

Out of the disparate sources that comprise this study, the picture emerges of Vladivostok as a
beachhead of Western interests, established and maintained by the force of Allied armies, and
grudgingly surrendered amid the mounting unrest of soldiers and workers in Russia, Canada, and
beyond.[100] From Victoria to Vladivostok, the Canadian government engaged in a battle against
labour radicalism -- Bolshevism, in the lexicon of the day -- a failed attempt to alter the outcome of
the Russian revolution and install a more sympathetic government in Russia. In the unstable
climate following the war in Europe, geopolitical patterns were contested in Siberia and in the
streets of Victoria. Decades before the Cold War, the battle lines were drawn. Located at the
confluence of class and national cleavages, the Victoria mutiny of 21 December 1918 provides a
window into the social history of the First World War -- and the complex motivations driving the
historical actors at the time.

French-Canadian antipathy to the war aims of the British Empire combined with growing sympathy
for the Bolshevik government of Russia -- a relationship that was encouraged by the active
intervention of Victoria's labour movement. War weariness, and discontent generated by poor camp
conditions and influenza, eroded morale among the troops. The presence of pro-Bolshevik Russian
soldiers within the ranks of the 259th Battalion provided a direct connection to the Russian working
class and its radical mood. These factors coalesced into mutiny. The fragmentary historical record
-- a reflection of military and press censorship, and the tendency to understate dissent within the
armed forces -- makes it difficult to determine with precision the individual motivations behind this
collective act of resistance. However, evidence supports the conclusion that class and ethnicity
drove the conscripts to mutiny. The Siberian moment exposed deep fissures in Canadian society, as
the latent discontent of Quebecois soldiers was translated into collective resistance in an encounter
with the radical section of British Columbia's working class. While the mutiny was suppressed, the
leaders jailed, and the 259th Battalion deployed to Vladivostok, this flash of soldier--labour unity
has much to tell us of the Canadian experience during the war. The agency of the working-class
Quebecois youth who mutinied in Victoria, and the socialists they encountered in British Columbia,
suggests that a more penetrating narrative is in order, one that combines the class and national bases
of anti-militarism. The Federationist recognized the historical significance of the events unfolding
at the time:

When the true history of the machinations of the Allied countries in their efforts to overthrow the
Soviet regime is written, it will disclose such an amazing story of intrigue and duplicity as to make
honest people shudder... Not half of the story has been told, and never will be told if the ruling class
of the Allied nations can prevent it.[101]

As Cold War passions fade into the past -- and working-class movements in Canada and Russia
develop fresh responses to enduring questions of power -- this story of resistance from Victoria to
Vladivostok deserves attention.

* Benjamin Isitt was first elected to City Council and the Capital Regional District Board in 2011
and re-elected in 2014. He holds a PhD and an LLB and has taught history, international relations
and labour studies at UVic, UBC and Simon Fraser University. An award-winning historian, author
and community advocate, Ben has written several books about BC politics and Canadian and
global history, including From Victoria to Vladivostok: Canada's Siberian Expedition, 1917-19
(UBC Press) and Militant Minority: British Columbia Workers and the Rise of a New Left,
1948-1972 (University of Toronto Press). He was first elected to City Council and the Capital
Regional District Board in 2011 and re-elected in 2014. 
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- History of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union -- Bolsheviks, Chapter 8 -

New Year poster from the civil war period celebrates the victories of the Bolshevik revolution.

1. Beginning of Foreign Military Intervention --
First Period of the Civil War

The conclusion of the Peace of Brest-Litovsk and the consolidation of the Soviet power, as a result
of a series of revolutionary economic measures adopted by it, at a time when the war in the West
was still in full swing, created profound alarm among the Western imperialists, especially those of
the Entente countries.

The Entente imperialists feared that the conclusion of peace between Germany and Russia might
improve Germany's position in the war and correspondingly worsen the position of their own
armies. They feared, moreover, that peace between Russia and Germany might stimulate the
craving for peace in all countries and on all fronts, and thus interfere with the prosecution of the
war and damage the cause of the imperialists. Lastly, they feared that the existence of a Soviet
government on the territory of a vast country, and the success it had achieved at home after the
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overthrow of the power of the bourgeoisie, might serve as an infectious example for the workers
and soldiers of the West. Profoundly discontented with the protracted war, the workers and soldiers
might follow in the footsteps of the Russians and turn their bayonets against their masters and
oppressors. Consequently, the Entente governments decided to intervene in Russia by armed force
with the object of overthrowing the Soviet Government and establishing a bourgeois government,
which would restore the bourgeois system in the country, annul the peace treaty with the Germans
and re-establish the military front against Germany and Austria.

The Entente imperialists launched upon this sinister enterprise all the more readily because they
were convinced that the Soviet Government was unstable; they had no doubt that with some effort
on the part of its enemies its early fall would be inevitable.

The achievements of the Soviet Government and its consolidation created even greater alarm
among the deposed classes -- the landlords and capitalists; in the ranks of the vanquished parties --
the Constitutional-Democrats, Mensheviks, Socialist-Revolutionaries, Anarchists and the bourgeois
nationalists of all hues; and among the Whiteguard generals, Cossack officers, etc.

From the very first days of the victorious October Revolution, all these hostile elements began to
shout from the housetops that there was no ground in Russia for a Soviet power, that it was
doomed, that it was bound to fall within a week or two, or a month, or two or three months at most.
But as the Soviet Government, despite the imprecations of its enemies, continued to exist and gain
strength, its foes within Russia were forced to admit that it was much stronger than they had
imagined, and that its overthrow would require great efforts and a fierce struggle on the part of all
the forces of counter-revolution. They therefore decided to embark upon counter-revolutionary
insurrectionary activities on a broad scale: to mobilize the forces of counter-revolution, to assemble
military cadres and to organize revolts, especially in the Cossack and kulak districts.

Thus, already in the first half of 1918, two definite forces took shape that were prepared to embark
upon the overthrow of the Soviet power, namely, the foreign imperialists of the Entente and the
counter-revolutionaries at home.

Neither of these forces possessed all the requisites needed to undertake the overthrow of the Soviet
Government singly. The counter-revolutionaries in Russia had certain military cadres and man-
power, drawn principally from the upper classes of the Cossacks and from the kulaks, enough to
start a rebellion against the Soviet Government. But they possessed neither money nor arms. The
foreign imperialists, on the other hand, had the money and the arms, but could not "release" a
sufficient number of troops for purposes of intervention; they could not do so, not only because
these troops were required for the war with Germany and Austria, but because they might not prove
altogether reliable in a war against the Soviet power.

The conditions of the struggle against the Soviet power dictated a union of the two anti-Soviet
forces, foreign and domestic. And this union was effected in the first half of 1918.

This was how the foreign military intervention against the Soviet power supported by counter-
revolutionary revolts of its foes at home originated.

This was the end of the respite in Russia and the beginning of the Civil War, which was a war of the
workers and peasants of the nations of Russia against the foreign and domestic enemies of the
Soviet power.

The imperialists of Great Britain, France, Japan and America started their military intervention
without any declaration of war, although the intervention was a war, a war against Russia, and the
worst kind of war at that. These "civilized" marauders secretly and stealthily made their way to
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Russian shores and landed their troops on Russia's territory.

The British and French landed troops in the north, occupied Archangel and Murmansk, supported a
local Whiteguard revolt, overthrew the Soviets and set up a White "Government of North Russia."

The Japanese landed troops in Vladivostok, seized the Maritime Province, dispersed the Soviets
and supported the Whiteguard rebels, who subsequently restored the bourgeois system.

In the North Caucasus, Generals Kornilov, Alexeyev and Denikin, with the support of the British
and French, formed a Whiteguard "Volunteer Army," raised a revolt of the upper classes of the
Cossacks and started hostilities against the Soviets.

On the Don, Generals Krasnov and Mamontov, with the secret support of the German imperialists
(the Germans hesitated to support them openly owing to the peace treaty between Germany and
Russia), raised a revolt of Don Cossacks, occupied the Don region and started hostilities against the
Soviets.

In the Middle Volga region and in Siberia, the British and French instigated a revolt of the
Czechoslovak Corps. This corps, which consisted of prisoners of war, had received permission
from the Soviet Government to return home through Siberia and the Far East. But on the way it was
used by the Socialist-Revolutionaries and by the British and French for a revolt against the Soviet
Government. The revolt of the corps served as a signal for a revolt of the kulaks in the Volga region
and in Siberia, and of the workers of the Votkinsk and Izhevsk Works, who were under the
influence of the Socialist-Revolutionaries. A Whiteguard-Socialist-Revolutionary government was
set up in the Volga region, in Samara, and a Whiteguard government of Siberia, in Omsk.

Germany took no part in the intervention of this British-French-Japanese-American bloc; nor could
she do so, since she was at war with this bloc if for no other reason. But in spite of this, and
notwithstanding the existence of a peace treaty between Russia and Germany, no Bolshevik
doubted that Kaiser Wilhelm's government was just as rabid an enemy of Soviet Russia as the
British-French-Japanese-American invaders. And, indeed, the German imperialists did their utmost
to isolate, weaken and destroy Soviet Russia. They snatched from it the Ukraine -- true, it was in
accordance with a "treaty" with the Whiteguard Ukrainian Rada (Council) -- brought in their troops
at the request of the Rada and began mercilessly to rob and oppress the Ukrainian people,
forbidding them to maintain any connections whatever with Soviet Russia. They severed
Transcaucasia from Soviet Russia, sent German and Turkish troops there at the request of the
Georgian and Azerbaidjan nationalists and began to play the masters in Tiflis and in Baku. They
supplied, not openly, it is true, abundant arms and provisions to General Krasnov, who had raised a
revolt against the Soviet Government on the Don.

Soviet Russia was thus cut off from her principal sources of food, raw material and fuel.

Conditions were hard in Soviet Russia at that period. There was a shortage of bread and meat. The
workers were starving. In Moscow and Petrograd a bread ration of one-eighth of a pound was
issued to them every other day, and there were times when no bread was issued at all. The factories
were at a standstill, or almost at a standstill, owing to a lack of raw materials and fuel. But the
working class did not lose heart. Nor did the Bolshevik Party. The desperate struggle waged to
overcome the incredible difficulties of that period showed how inexhaustible is the energy latent in
the working class and how immense the prestige of the Bolshevik Party.

The Party proclaimed the country an armed camp and placed its economic, cultural and political
life on a war footing. The Soviet Government announced that "the Socialist fatherland is in
danger," and called upon the people to rise in its defence. Lenin issued the slogan, "All for the
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front!" -- and hundreds of thousands of workers and peasants volunteered for service in the Red
Army and left for the front. About half the membership of the Party and of the Young Communist
League went to the front. The Party roused the people for a war for the fatherland, a war against
the foreign invaders and against the revolts of the exploiting classes whom the revolution had
overthrown. The Council of Workers' and Peasants' Defence, organized by Lenin, directed the work
of supplying the front with reinforcements, food, clothing and arms. The substitution of compulsory
military service for the volunteer system brought hundreds of thousands of new recruits into the
Red Army and very shortly raised its strength to over a million men.

Although the country was in a difficult position, and the young Red Army was not yet consolidated,
the measures of defence adopted soon yielded their first fruits. General Krasnov was forced back
from Tsaritsyn, whose capture he had regarded as certain, and driven beyond the River Don.
General Denikin's operations were localized within a small area in the North Caucasus, while
General Kornilov was killed in action against the Red Army. The Czechoslovaks and the
Whiteguard-Socialist-Revolutionary bands were ousted from Kazan, Simbirsk and Samara and
driven to the Urals. A revolt in Yaroslavl headed by the Whiteguard Savinkov and organized by
Lockhart, chief of the British Mission in Moscow, was suppressed, and Lockhart himself arrested.
The Socialist-Revolutionaries, who had assassinated Comrades Uritsky and Volodarsky and had
made a villainous attempt on the life of Lenin, were subjected to a Red terror in retaliation for their
White terror against the Bolsheviks, and were completely routed in every important city in Central
Russia.

The young Red Army matured and hardened in battle.

The work of the Communist Commissars was of decisive importance in the consolidation and
political education of the Red Army and in raising its discipline and fighting efficiency.

But the Bolshevik Party knew that these were only the first, not the decisive successes of the Red
Army. It was aware that new and far more serious battles were still to come, and that the country
could recover the lost food, raw material and fuel regions only by a prolonged and stubborn
struggle with the enemy. The Bolsheviks therefore undertook intense preparations for a protracted
war and decided to place the whole country at the service of the front. The Soviet Government
introduced War Communism. It took under its control the middle-sized and small industries, in
addition to large-scale industry, so as to accumulate goods for the supply of the army and the
agricultural population. It introduced a state monopoly of the grain trade, prohibited private trading
in grain and established the surplus-appropriation system, under which all surplus produce in the
hands of the peasants was to be registered and acquired by the state at fixed prices, so as to
accumulate stores of grain for the provisioning of the army and the workers. Lastly, it introduced
universal labour service for all classes. By making physical labour compulsory for the bourgeoisie
and thus releasing workers for other duties of greater importance to the front, the Party was giving
practical effect to the principle: "He who does not work, neither shall he eat."

All these measures, which were necessitated by the exceptionally difficult conditions of national
defence, and bore a temporary character, were in their entirety known as War Communism.

The country prepared itself for a long and exacting civil war, for a war against the foreign and
internal enemies of the Soviet power. By the end of 1918 it had to increase the strength of the army
threefold, and to accumulate supplies for this army.

Lenin said at that time:

"We had decided to have an army of one million men by the spring; now we need an army of three
million. We can get it. And we will get it."
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2. Defeat of Germany in the War. Revolution in Germany.
Founding of the Third International. Eighth Party Congress

While the Soviet country was preparing for new battles against the forces of foreign intervention, in
the West decisive events were taking place in the belligerent countries, both on the war fronts and
in their interior. Germany and Austria were suffocating in the grip of war and a food crisis.
Whereas Great Britain, France and the United States were continually drawing upon new resources,
Germany and Austria were consuming their last meagre stocks. The situation was such that
Germany and Austria, having reached the stage of extreme exhaustion, were on the brink of defeat.

At the same time, the peoples of Germany and Austria were seething with indignation against the
disastrous and interminable war, and against their imperialist governments who had reduced them
to a state of exhaustion and starvation. The revolutionary influence of the October Revolution also
had a tremendous effect, as did the fraternization of the Soviet soldiers with the Austrian and
German soldiers at the front even before the Peace of Brest-Litovsk, the actual termination of the
war with Soviet Russia and the conclusion of peace with her. The people of Russia had brought
about the end of the detested war by over throwing their imperialist government, and this could not
but serve as an object lesson to the Austrian and German workers. And the German soldiers who
had been stationed on the Eastern front and who after the Peace of Brest-Litovsk were transferred
to the Western front could not but undermine the morale of the German army on that front by their
accounts of the fraternization with the Soviet soldiers and of the way the Soviet soldiers had got rid
of the war. The disintegration of the Austrian army from the same causes had begun even earlier.

All this served to accentuate the craving for peace among the German soldiers; they lost their
former fighting efficiency and began to retreat in face of the onslaught of the Entente armies. In
November 1918 a revolution broke out in Germany, and Wilhelm and his government were
overthrown. Germany was obliged to acknowledge defeat and to sue for peace.

Thus at one stroke Germany was reduced from a first-rate power to a second-rate power.

As far as the position of the Soviet Government was concerned, this circumstance had certain
disadvantages, inasmuch as it made the Entente countries, which had started armed intervention
against the Soviet power, the dominant force in Europe and Asia, and enabled them to intervene
more actively in the Soviet country and to blockade her, to draw the noose more tightly around the
Soviet power. And this was what actually happened, as we shall see later. On the other hand, it had
its advantages, which outweighed the disadvantages and fundamentally improved the position of
Soviet Russia. In the first place, the Soviet Government was now able to annul the predatory Peace
of Brest-Litovsk, to stop paying the indemnities, and to start an open struggle, military and
political, for the liberation of Esthonia, Latvia, Byelorussia, Lithuania, the Ukraine and
Transcaucasia from the yoke of German imperialism. Secondly, and chiefly, the existence in the
centre of Europe, in Germany, of a republican regime and of Soviets of Workers' and Soldiers'
Deputies was bound to revolutionize, and actually did revolutionize, the countries of Europe, and
this could not but strengthen the position of the Soviet power in Russia. True, the revolution in
Germany was not a Socialist but a bourgeois revolution, and the Soviets were an obedient tool of
the bourgeois parliament, for they were dominated by the Social-Democrats, who were
compromisers of the type of the Russian Mensheviks. This in fact explains the weakness of the
German revolution. How weak it really was is shown, for example, by the fact that it allowed the
German Whiteguards to assassinate such prominent revolutionaries as Rosa Luxemburg and Karl
Liebknecht with impunity. Nevertheless, it was a revolution: Wilhelm had been overthrown, and the
workers had cast off their chains; and this in itself was bound to unloose the revolution in the West,
was bound to call forth a rise in the revolution in the European countries.

The tide of revolution in Europe began to mount. A revolutionary movement started in Austria, and
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a Soviet Republic arose in Hungary. With the rising tide of the revolution Communist parties came
to the surface.

A real basis now existed for a union of the Communist parties, for the formation of the Third,
Communist International.

In March 1919, on the initiative of the Bolsheviks, headed by Lenin, the First Congress of the
Communist Parties of various countries, held in Moscow, founded the Communist International.
Although many of the delegates were prevented by the blockade and imperialist persecution from
arriving in Moscow, the most important countries of Europe and America were represented at this
First Congress. The work of the congress was guided by Lenin.

Lenin reported on the subject of bourgeois democracy and the dictatorship of the proletariat. He
brought out the importance of the Soviet system, showing that it meant genuine democracy for the
working people. The congress adopted a manifesto to the proletariat of all countries calling upon
them to wage a determined struggle for the dictatorship of the proletariat and for the triumph of
Soviets all over the world.

The congress set up an Executive Committee of the Third, Communist International (E.C.C.I.).

Thus was founded an international revolutionary proletarian organization of a new type -- the
Communist International -- the Marxist-Leninist International.

The Eighth Congress of our Party met in March 1919. It assembled in the midst of a conflict of
contradictory factors -- on the one hand, the reactionary bloc of the Entente countries against the
Soviet Government had grown stronger, and, on the other, the rising tide of revolution in Europe,
especially in the defeated countries, had considerably improved the position of the Soviet country.

The congress was attended by 301 delegates with vote, representing 313,766 members of the Party,
and 102 delegates with voice but no vote.

In his inaugural speech, Lenin paid homage to the memory of Y. M. Sverdlov, one of the finest
organizing talents in the Bolshevik Party, who had died on the eve of the congress.

The congress adopted a new Party Program. This program gives a description of capitalism and of
its highest phase -- imperialism. It compares two systems of state -- the bourgeois-democratic
system and the Soviet system. It details the specific tasks of the Party in the struggle for Socialism:
completion of the expropriation of the bourgeoisie; administration of the economic life of the
country in accordance with a single Socialist plan; participation of the trade unions in the
organization of the national economy; Socialist labour discipline; utilization of bourgeois experts in
the economic field under the control of Soviet bodies; gradual and systematic enlistment of the
middle peasantry in the work of Socialist construction.

The congress adopted Lenin's proposal to include in the program in addition to a definition of
imperialism as the highest stage of capitalism, the description of industrial capitalism and simple
commodity production contained in the old program adopted at the Second Party Congress. Lenin
considered it essential that the program should take account of the complexity of our economic
system and note the existence of diverse economic formations in the country, including small
commodity production, as represented by the middle peasants. Therefore, during the debate on the
program, Lenin vigorously condemned the anti-Bolshevik views of Bukharin, who proposed that
the clauses dealing with capitalism, small commodity production, the economy of the middle
peasant, be left out of the program. Bukharin's views represented a Menshevik-Trotskyite denial of
the role played by the middle peasant in the development of the Soviet state. Furthermore,
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Bukharin glossed over the fact that the small commodity production of the peasants bred and
nourished kulak elements.

Lenin further refuted the anti-Bolshevik views of Bukharin and Pyatakov on the national question.
They spoke against the inclusion in the program of a clause on the right of nations to self-
determination; they were against the equality of nations, claiming that it was a slogan that would
hinder the victory of the proletarian revolution and the union of the proletarians of different
nationalities. Lenin overthrew these utterly pernicious, imperialist, chauvinist views of Bukharin
and Pyatakov.

An important place in the deliberations of the Eighth Congress was devoted to policy towards the
middle peasants. The Decree on the Land had resulted in a steady growth in the number of middle
peasants, who now comprised the majority of the peasant population. The attitude and conduct of
the middle peasantry, which vacillated between the bourgeoisie and the proletariat, was of
momentous importance for the fate of the Civil War and Socialist construction. The outcome of the
Civil War largely depended on which way the middle peasant would swing, which class would win
his allegiance -- the proletariat or the bourgeoisie. The Czechoslovaks, the Whiteguards, the kulaks,
the Socialist-Revolutionaries and the Mensheviks were able to overthrow the Soviet power in the
Volga region in the summer of 1918 because they were supported by a large section of the middle
peasantry. The same was true during the revolts raised by the kulaks in Central Russia. But in the
autumn of 1918 the mass of the middle peasants began to swing over to the Soviet power. The
peasants saw that victories of the Whites were followed by the restoration of the power of the
landlords, the seizure of peasants' land, and the robbery, flogging and torture of peasants. The
activities of the Committees of the Poor Peasants, which crushed the kulaks, also contributed to the
change in the attitude of the peasantry. Accordingly, in November 1918, Lenin issued the slogan:

"Learn to come to an agreement with the middle peasant, while not for a moment renouncing
the struggle against the kulak and at the same time firmly relying solely on the poor peasant."
(Lenin, Selected Works, Vol. VIII, p. 150.)

Of course, the middle peasants did not cease to vacillate entirely, but they drew closer to the Soviet
Government and began to support it more solidly. This to a large extent was facilitated by the
policy towards the middle peasants laid down by the Eighth Party Congress.

The Eighth Congress marked a turning point in the policy of the Party towards the middle peasants.
Lenin's report and the decisions of the congress laid down a new line of the Party on this question.
The congress demanded that the Party organizations and all Communists should draw a strict
distinction and division between the middle peasant and the kulak, and should strive to win the
former over to the side of the working class by paying close attention to his needs. The
backwardness of the middle peasants had to be overcome by persuasion and not by compulsion and
coercion. The congress therefore gave instructions that no compulsion be used in the carrying out
of Socialist measures in the countryside (formation of communes and agricultural artels). In all
cases affecting the vital interests of the middle peasant, a practical agreement should be reached
with him and concessions made with regard to the methods of realizing Socialist changes. The
congress laid down the policy of a stable alliance with the middle peasant, the leading role in this
alliance to be maintained by the proletariat.

The new policy towards the middle peasant proclaimed by Lenin at the Eighth Congress required
that the proletariat should rely on the poor peasant, maintain a stable alliance with the middle
peasant and fight the kulak. The policy of the Party before the Eighth Congress was in general one
of neutralizing the middle peasant. This meant that the Party strove to prevent the middle peasant
from siding with the kulak and with the bourgeoisie in general. But now this was not enough. The
Eighth Congress passed from a policy of neutralization of the middle peasant to a policy of stable
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alliance with him for the purpose of the struggle against the Whiteguards and foreign intervention
and for the successful building of Socialism.

The policy adopted by the congress towards the middle peasants, who formed the bulk of the
peasantry, played a decisive part in ensuring success in the Civil War against foreign intervention
and its Whiteguard henchmen. In the autumn of 1919, when the peasants had to choose between the
Soviet power and Denikin, they supported the Soviets, and the proletarian dictatorship was able to
vanquish its most dangerous enemy.

The problems connected with the building up of the Red Army held a special place in the
deliberations of the congress, where the so-called "Military Opposition" appeared in the field. This
"Military Opposition" comprised quite a number of former members of the now shattered group of
"Left Communists"; but it also included some Party workers who had never participated in any
opposition, but were dissatisfied with the way Trotsky was conducting the affairs of the army. The
majority of the delegates from the army were distinctly hostile to Trotsky; they resented his
veneration for the military experts of the old tsarist army, some of whom were betraying us outright
in the Civil War, and his arrogant and hostile attitude towards the old Bolshevik cadres in the army.
Instances of Trotsky's "practices" were cited at the congress. For example, he had attempted to
shoot a number of prominent army Communists serving at the front, just because they had incurred
his displeasure. This was directly playing into the hands of the enemy. It was only the intervention
of the Central Committee and the protests of military men that saved the lives of these comrades.

But while fighting Trotsky's distortions of the military policy of the Party, the "Military
Opposition" held incorrect views on a number of points concerning the building up of the army.
Lenin and Stalin vigorously came out against the "Military Opposition," because the latter defended
the survivals of the guerrilla spirit and resisted the creation of a regular Red Army, the utilization of
the military experts of the old army and the establishment of that iron discipline without which no
army can be a real army. Comrade Stalin rebutted the "Military Opposition" and demanded the
creation of a regular army inspired with the spirit of strictest discipline.

He said:

"Either we create a real worker and peasant -- primarily a peasant -- army, strictly
disciplined army, and defend the Republic, or we perish."

While rejecting a number of proposals made by the "Military Opposition," the congress dealt a
blow at Trotsky by demanding an improvement in the work of the central military institutions and
the enhancement of the role of the Communists in the army.

A Military Commission was set up at the congress; thanks to its efforts the decision on the military
question was adopted by the congress unanimously.

The effect of this decision was to strengthen the Red Army and to bring it still closer to the Party.

The congress further discussed Party and Soviet affairs and the guiding role of the Party in the
Soviets. During the debate on the latter question the congress repudiated the view of the opportunist
Sapronov-Ossinsky group which held that the Party should not guide the work of the Soviets.

Lastly, in view of the huge influx of new members into the Party, the congress outlined measures to
improve the social composition of the Party and decided to conduct a re-registration of its
members.

This initiated the first purge of the Party ranks.
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3. Extension of Intervention. Blockade of the Soviet Country.
Kolchak's Campaign and Defeat. Denikin's Campaign and Defeat.

A Three-months' Respite. Ninth Party Congress

"Long live the three million man red army" anonymous 1919 graphic from Russian State Library.

Having vanquished Germany and Austria, the Entente states decided to hurl large military forces
against the Soviet country. After Germany's defeat and the evacuation of her troops from the
Ukraine and Transcaucasia, her place was taken by the British and French, who dispatched their
fleets to the Black Sea and landed troops in Odessa and in Transcaucasia. Such was the brutality of
the Entente forces of intervention that they did not hesitate to shoot whole batches of workers and
peasants in the occupied regions. Their outrages reached such lengths in the end that after the
occupation of Turkestan they carried off to the Transcaspian region twenty-six leading Baku
Bolsheviks -- including Comrades Shaumyan, Fioletov, Djaparidze, Malygin, Azizbekov, Korganov
-- and with the aid of the Socialist-Revolutionaries, had them brutally shot.

The interventionists soon proclaimed a blockade of Russia. All sea routes and other lines of
communication with the external world were cut.

The Soviet country was surrounded on nearly every side.

The Entente countries placed their chief hopes in Admiral Kolchak, their puppet in Omsk, Siberia.
He was proclaimed "supreme ruler of Russia" and all the counter-revolutionary forces in the
country placed themselves under his command.

The Eastern Front thus became the main front.

Kolchak assembled a huge army and in the spring of 1919 almost reached the Volga. The finest
Bolshevik forces were hurled against him; Young Communist Leaguers and workers were
mobilized. In April 1919, Kolchak's army met with severe defeat at the hands of the Red Army and
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very soon began to retreat along the whole front.

At the height of the advance of the Red Army on the Eastern Front, Trotsky put forward a
suspicious plan: he proposed that the advance should be halted before it reached the Urals, the
pursuit of Kolchak's army discontinued, and troops transferred from the Eastern Front to the
Southern Front. The Central Committee of the Party fully realized that the Urals and Siberia could
not be left in Kolchak's hands, for there, with the aid of the Japanese and British, he might
recuperate and retrieve his former position. It therefore rejected this plan and gave instructions to
proceed with the advance. Trotsky disagreed with these instructions and tendered his resignation,
which the Central Committee declined, at the same time ordering him to refrain at once from all
participation in the direction of the operations on the Eastern Front. The Red Army pursued its
offensive against Kolchak with greater vigour than ever; it inflicted a number of new defeats on
him and freed of the Whites the Urals and Siberia, where the Red Army was supported by a
powerful partisan movement in the Whites' rear.

In the summer of 1919, the imperialists assigned to General Yudenich, who headed the counter-
revolutionaries in the north-west (in the Baltic countries, in the vicinity of Petrograd), the task of
diverting the attention of the Red Army from the Eastern Front by an attack on Petrograd.
Influenced by the counter-revolutionary agitation of former officers, the garrisons of two forts in
the vicinity of Petrograd mutinied against the Soviet Government. At the same time a counter-
revolutionary plot was discovered at the Front Headquarters. The enemy threatened Petrograd. But
thanks to the measures taken by the Soviet Government with the support of the workers and sailors,
the mutinous forts were cleared of Whites, and Yudenich's troops were defeated and driven back
into Esthonia.

The defeat of Yudenich near Petrograd made it easier to cope with Kolchak, and by the end of 1919
his army was completely routed. Kolchak himself was taken prisoner and shot by sentence of the
Revolutionary Committee in Irkutsk.

That was the end of Kolchak.

The Siberians had a popular song about Kolchak at that time:

"Uniform British,
Epaulettes from France,
Japanese tobacco,
Kolchak leads the dance.   
    Uniform in tatters,
    Epaulettes all gone,
    So is the tobacco, 
    Kolchak's day is done."

Since Kolchak had not justified their hopes, the interventionists altered their plan of attack on the
Soviet Republic. The troops landed in Odessa had to be withdrawn, for contact with the army of the
Soviet Republic had infected them with the revolutionary spirit and they were beginning to rebel
against their imperialist masters. For example, there was the revolt of French sailors in Odessa led
by André Marty. Accordingly, now that Kolchak had been defeated, the Entente centred its
attention on General Denikin, Kornilov's confederate and the organizer of the "Volunteer Army."
Denikin at that time was operating against the Soviet Government in the south, in the Kuban
region. The Entente supplied his army with large quantities of ammunition and equipment and sent
it north against the Soviet Government.

The Southern Front now became the chief front.

44



Denikin began his main campaign against the Soviet Government in the summer of 1919. Trotsky
had disrupted the Southern Front, and our troops suffered defeat after defeat. By the middle of
October the Whites had seized the whole of the Ukraine, had captured Orel and were nearing Tula,
which supplied our army with cartridges, rifles and machine-guns. The Whites were approaching
Moscow. The situation of the Soviet Republic became grave in the extreme. The Party sounded the
alarm and called upon the people to resist. Lenin issued the slogan, "All for the fight against
Denikin!" Inspired by the Bolsheviks, the workers and peasants mustered all their forces to smash
the enemy.

The Central Committee sent Comrades Stalin, Voroshilov, Ordjonikidze and Budyonny to the
Southern Front to prepare the rout of Denikin. Trotsky was removed from the direction of the
operations of the Red Army in the south. Before Comrade Stalin's arrival, the Command of the
Southern Front, in conjunction with Trotsky, had drawn up a plan to strike the main blow at
Denikin from Tsaritsyn in the direction of Novorossisk, through the Don Steppe, where there were
no roads and where the Red Army would have to pass through regions inhabited by Cossacks, who
were at that time largely under the influence of the Whiteguards. Comrade Stalin severely criticized
this plan and submitted to the Central Committee his own plan for the defeat of Denikin. According
to this plan the main blow was to be delivered by way of Kharkov-Donetz Basin-Rostov. This plan
would ensure the rapid advance of our troops against Denikin, for they would be moving through
working class and peasant regions where they would have the open sympathy of the population.
Furthermore, the dense network of railway lines in this region would ensure our armies the regular
supply of all they required.

Lastly, this plan would make it possible to release the Donetz Coal Basin and thus supply our
country with fuel.

The Central Committee of the Party accepted Comrade Stalin's plan. In the second half of October
1919, after fierce resistance, Denikin was defeated by the Red Army in the decisive battles of Orel
and Voronezh. He began a rapid retreat, and, pursued by our forces, fled to the south. At the
beginning of 1920 the whole of the Ukraine and the North Caucasus had been cleared of Whites.

During the decisive battles on the Southern Front, the imperialists again hurled Yudenich's corps
against Petrograd in order to divert our forces from the south and thus improve the position of
Denikin's army. The Whites approached the very gates of Petrograd. The heroic proletariat of the
premier city of the revolution rose in a solid wall for its defence. The Communists, as always, were
in the vanguard. After fierce fighting, the Whites were defeated and again flung beyond our borders
back into Esthonia.

And that was the end of Denikin.

The defeat of Kolchak and Denikin was followed by a brief respite.

When the imperialists saw that the Whiteguard armies had been smashed, that intervention had
failed, and that the Soviet Government was consolidating its position all over the country, while in
Western Europe the indignation of the workers against military intervention in the Soviet Republic
was rising, they began to change their attitude towards the Soviet state. In January 1920, Great
Britain, France, and Italy decided to call off the blockade of Soviet Russia.

This was an important breach in the wall of intervention.

It did not, of course, mean that the Soviet country was done with intervention and the Civil War.
There was still the danger of attack by imperialist Poland. The forces of intervention had not yet
been finally driven out of the Far East, Transcaucasia and the Crimea. But Soviet Russia had
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secured a temporary breathing space and was able to divert more forces to economic development.
The Party could now devote its attention to economic problems.

During the Civil War many skilled workers had left industry owing to the closing down of mills and
factories. The Party now took measures to return them to industry to work at their trades. The
railways were in a grave condition and several thousand Communists were assigned to the work of
restoring them, for unless this was done the restoration of the major branches of industry could not
be seriously undertaken. The organization of the food supply was extended and improved. The
drafting of a plan for the electrification of Russia was begun. Nearly five million Red Army men
were under arms and could not be demobilized owing to the danger of war. A part of the Red Army
was therefore converted into labour armies and used in the economic field. The Council of
Workers' and Peasants' Defence was transformed into the Council of Labour and Defence, and a
State Planning Commission (Gosplan) set up to assist it. Such was the situation when the Ninth
Party Congress opened.

The congress met at the end of March 1920. It was attended by 554 delegates with vote,
representing 611,978 Party members, and 162 delegates with voice but no vote.

The congress defined the immediate tasks of the country in the sphere of transportation and
industry. It particularly stressed the necessity of the trade unions taking part in the building up of
the economic life.

Special attention was devoted by the congress to a single economic plan for the restoration, in the
first place, of the railways, the fuel industry and the iron and steel industry. The major item in this
plan was a project for the electrification of the country, which Lenin advanced as "a great program
for the next ten or twenty years." This formed the basis of the famous plan of the State Commission
for the Electrification of Russia (GOELRO), the provisions of which have today been far exceeded.

The congress rejected the views of an anti-Party group which called itself "The Group of
Democratic-Centralism" and was opposed to one-man management and the undivided
responsibility of industrial directors. It advocated unrestricted "group management" under which
nobody would be personally responsible for the administration of industry. The chief figures in this
anti-Party group were Sapronov, Ossinsky and Y. Smirnov. They were supported at the congress by
Rykov and Tomsky.

4. Polish Gentry Attack Soviet Russia. General Wrangel's Campaign.
Failure of the Polish Plan. Rout of Wrangel. End of the Intervention.

Notwithstanding the defeat of Kolchak and Denikin, notwithstanding the fact that the Soviet
Republic was steadily regaining its territory by clearing the Whites and the forces of intervention
out of the Northern Territory, Turkestan, Siberia, the Don region, the Ukraine, etc., notwithstanding
the fact that the Entente states were obliged to call off the blockade of Russia, they still refused to
reconcile themselves to the idea that the Soviet power had proved impregnable and had come out
victorious. They therefore resolved to make one more attempt at intervention in Soviet Russia. This
time they decided to utilize both Pilsudski, a bourgeois counter-revolutionary nationalist, the virtual
head of the Polish state, and General Wrangel, who had rallied the remnants of Denikin's army in
the Crimea and from there was threatening the Donetz Basin and the Ukraine.

The Polish gentry and Wrangel, as Lenin put it, were the two hands with which international
imperialism attempted to strangle Soviet Russia.

The plan of the Poles was to seize the Soviet Ukraine west of the Dnieper, to occupy Soviet
Byelorussia, to restore the power of the Polish magnates in these regions, to extend the frontiers of

46



the Polish state so that they stretched "from sea to sea," from Danzig to Odessa, and, in return for
his aid, to help Wrangel smash the Red Army and restore the power of the landlords and capitalists
in Soviet Russia.

This plan was approved by the Entente states.

The Soviet Government made vain attempts to enter into negotiations with Poland with the object
of preserving peace and averting war. Pilsudski refused to discuss peace. He wanted war. He
calculated that the Red Army, fatigued by its battles with Kolchak and Denikin, would not be able
to withstand the attack of the Polish forces.

The short breathing space had come to an end.

In April 1920 the Poles invaded the Soviet Ukraine and seized Kiev. At the same time, Wrangel
took the offensive and threatened the Donetz Basin.

In reply, the Red Army started a counter-offensive against the Poles along the whole front. Kiev
was recaptured and the Polish war lords driven out of the Ukraine and Byelorussia. The impetuous
advance of the Red troops on the Southern Front brought them to the very gates of Lvov in Galicia,
while the troops on the Western Front were nearing Warsaw. The Polish armies were on the verge
of utter defeat.

But success was frustrated by the suspicious actions of Trotsky and his followers at the General
Headquarters of the Red Army. Through the fault of Trotsky and Tukhachevsky, the advance of the
Red troops on the Western Front, towards Warsaw, proceeded in an absolutely unorganized manner:
the troops were allowed no opportunity to consolidate the positions that they won, the advance
detachments were led too far ahead, while reserves and ammunition were left too far in the rear. As
a result, the advance detachments were left without ammunition and reserves and the front was
stretched out endlessly. This made it easy to force a breach in the front. The result was that when a
small force of Poles broke through our Western Front at one point, our troops, left without
ammunition, were obliged to retreat. As regards the troops on the Southern Front, who had reached
the gates of Lvov and were pressing the Poles hard, they were forbidden by Trotsky, that ill-famed
"chairman of the Revolutionary Military Council," to capture Lvov. He ordered the transfer of the
Mounted Army, the main force on the Southern Front, far to the north-east. This was done on the
pretext of helping the Western Front, although it was not difficult to see that the best, and in fact
only possible, way of helping the Western Front was to capture Lvov. But the withdrawal of the
Mounted Army from the Southern Front, its departure from Lvov, virtually meant the retreat of our
forces on the Southern Front as well. This wrecker's order issued by Trotsky thus forced upon our
troops on the Southern Front an incomprehensible and absolutely unjustified retreat -- to the joy of
the Polish gentry.

This was giving direct assistance, indeed -- not to our Western Front, however, but to the Polish
gentry and the Entente.

Within a few days the advance of the Poles was checked and our troops began preparations for a
new counter-offensive. But, unable to continue the war, and alarmed by the prospect of a Red
counter-offensive, Poland was obliged to renounce her claims to the Ukrainian territory west of the
Dnieper and to Byelorussia and preferred to conclude peace. On October 20, 1920, the Peace of
Riga was signed. In accordance with this treaty Poland retained Galicia and part of Byelorussia.

Having concluded peace with Poland, the Soviet Republic decided to put an end to Wrangel. The
British and French had supplied him with guns, rifles, armoured cars, tanks, aeroplanes and
ammunition of the latest type. He had Whiteguard shock regiments, mainly consisting of officers.
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But Wrangel failed to rally any considerable number of peasants and Cossacks in support of the
troops he had landed in the Kuban and the Don regions. Nevertheless, he advanced to the very
gates of the Donetz Basin, creating a menace to our coal region. The position of the Soviet
Government at that time was further complicated by the fact that the Red Army was suffering
greatly from fatigue. The troops were obliged to advance under extremely difficult conditions:
while conducting an offensive against Wrangel, they had at the same time to smash Makhno's
anarchist bands who were assisting Wrangel. But although Wrangel had the superiority in technical
equipment, although the Red Army had no tanks, it drove Wrangel into the Crimean Peninsula and
there bottled him up. In November 1920 the Red forces captured the fortified position of Perekop,
swept into the Crimea, smashed Wrangel's forces and cleared the Peninsula of the Whiteguards and
the forces of intervention. The Crimea became Soviet territory.

The failure of Poland's imperialist plans and the defeat of Wrangel ended the period of intervention.

At the end of 1920 there began the liberation of Transcaucasia: Azerbaidjan was freed from the
yoke of the bourgeois nationalist Mussavatists, Georgia from the Menshevik nationalists, and
Armenia from the Dashnaks. The Soviet power triumphed in Azerbaidjan, Armenia and Georgia.

This did not yet mean the end of all intervention. That of the Japanese in the Far East lasted until
1922. Moreover, new attempts at intervention were made (Ataman Semyonov and Baron Ungern in
the East, the Finnish Whites in Karelia in 1921). But the principal enemies of the Soviet country,
the principal forces of intervention, were shattered by the end of 1920.

The war of the foreign interventionists and the Russian Whiteguards against the Soviets ended in a
victory for the Soviets.

The Soviet Republic preserved its independence and freedom.
This was the end of foreign military intervention and Civil War.
This was a historic victory for the Soviet power.

5. How and Why the Soviet Republic Defeated the Combined Forces of
British-French-Japanese-Polish Intervention and of the Bourgeois-

Landlord-Whiteguard Counter-Revolution in Russia

If we study the leading European and American newspapers and periodicals of the period of
intervention, we shall easily find that there was not a single prominent writer, military or civilian,
not a single military expert who believed that the Soviet Government could win. On the contrary,
all prominent writers, military experts and historians of revolution of all countries and nations, all
the so-called savants, were unanimous in declaring that the days of the Soviets were numbered, that
their defeat was inevitable.

They based their certainty of the victory of the forces of intervention on the fact that whereas
Soviet Russia had no organized army and had to create its Red Army under fire, so to speak, the
interventionists and Whiteguards did have an army more or less ready to hand.

Further, they based their certainty on the fact that the Red Army had no experienced military men,
the majority of them having gone over to the counter-revolution, whereas the interventionists and
Whiteguards did have such men.

Furthermore, they based their certainty on the fact that, owing to the backwardness of Russia's war
industry, the Red Army was suffering from a shortage of arms and ammunition; that what it did
have was of poor quality, while it could not obtain supplies from abroad because Russia was
hermetically sealed on all sides by the blockade. The army of the interventionists and Whiteguards,
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on the other hand, was abundantly supplied, and would continue to be supplied, with first-class
arms, ammunition and equipment.

Lastly, they based their certainty on the fact that the army of the interventionists and Whiteguards
occupied the richest food-producing regions of Russia, whereas the Red Army had no such regions
and was suffering from a shortage of provisions.

Red Army celebrated victory over counterrevolutionary forces in the Crimea, circa 1920.

And it was a fact that the Red Army did suffer from all these handicaps and deficiencies.

In this respect -- but only in this respect -- the gentlemen of the intervention were absolutely right.

How then is it to be explained that the Red Army, although suffering from such grave
shortcomings, was able to defeat the army of the interventionists and Whiteguards which did not
suffer from such shortcomings?

1. The Red Army was victorious because the Soviet Government's policy for which the Red Army
was fighting was a right policy, one that corresponded to the interests of the people, and because
the people understood and realized that it was the right policy, their own policy, and supported it
unreservedly.

The Bolsheviks knew that an army that fights for a wrong policy, for a policy that is not supported
by the people, cannot win. The army of the interventionists and Whiteguards was such an army. It
had everything: experienced commanders and first-class arms, ammunition, equipment and
provisions. It lacked only one thing -- the support and sympathy of the peoples of Russia; for the
peoples of Russia could not and would not support the policy of the interventionists and
Whiteguard "rulers" because it was a policy hostile to the people. And so the interventionist and
Whiteguard army was defeated.

2. The Red Army was victorious because it was absolutely loyal and faithful to its people, for
which reason the people loved and supported it and looked upon it as their own army. The Red
Army is the offspring of the people, and if it is faithful to its people, as a true son is to his mother, it
will have the support of the people and is bound to win. An army, however, that goes against its
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people must suffer defeat.

3. The Red Army was victorious because the Soviet Government was able to muster the whole rear,
the whole country, to serve the needs of the front. An army without a strong rear to support the
front in every way is doomed to defeat. The Bolsheviks knew this and that is why they converted
the country into an armed camp to supply the front with arms, ammunition, equipment, food and
reinforcements.

4. The Red Army was victorious because: a) the Red Army men understood the aims and purposes
of the war and recognized their justice; b) the recognition of the justice of the aims and purposes of
the war strengthened their discipline and fighting efficiency; and c) as a result, the Red Army
throughout displayed unparalleled self-sacrifice and unexampled mass heroism in battle against the
enemy.

5. The Red Army was victorious because its leading core, both at the front and in the rear, was the
Bolshevik Party, united in its solidarity and discipline, strong in its revolutionary spirit and
readiness for any sacrifice in the common cause, and unsurpassed in its ability to organize millions
and to lead them properly in complex situations.

"It is only because of the Party's vigilance and its strict discipline," said Lenin, "because the
authority of the Party united all government departments and institutions, because the
slogans issued by the Central Committee were followed by tens, hundreds, thousands and
finally millions of people as one man, because incredible sacrifices were made, that the
miracle took place and we were able to win, in spite of repeated campaigns of the
imperialists of the Entente and of the whole world." (Lenin, Collected Works, Russ. ed., Vol.
XXV, p. 96.)

6. The Red Army was victorious because: a) it was able to produce from its own ranks military
commanders of a new type, men like Frunze, Voroshilov, Budyonny, and others; b) in its ranks
fought such talented heroes who came from the people as Kotovsky, Chapayev, Lazo, Shchors,
Parkhomenko, and many others; c) the political education of the Red Army was in the hands of
men like Lenin, Stalin, Molotov, Kalinin, Sverdlov, Kaganovich, Ordjonikdze, Kirov, Kuibyshev,
Mikoyan, Zhdanov, Andreyev, Petrovsky, Yaroslavsky, Yezhov, Dzerzhinsky, Shchadenko,
Mekhlis, Khrushchev, Shvernik, Shkiryatov, and others; d) the Red Army possessed such
outstanding organizers and agitators as the military commissars, who by their work cemented the
ranks of the Red Army men, fostered in them the spirit of discipline and military daring, and
energetically -- swiftly and relentlessly -- cut short the treacherous activities of certain of the
commanders, while on the other hand, they boldly and resolutely supported the prestige and renown
of commanders, Party and non-Party, who had proved their loyalty to the Soviet power and who
were capable of leading the Red Army units with a firm hand.

"Without the military commissars we would not have had a Red Army," Lenin said.

7. The Red Army was victorious because in the rear of the White armies, in the rear of Kolchak,
Denikin, Krasnov and Wrangel, there secretly operated splendid Bolsheviks, Party and non-Party,
who raised the workers and peasants in revolt against the invaders, against the Whiteguards,
undermined the rear of the foes of the Soviet Government, and thereby facilitated the advance of
the Red Army. Everybody knows that the partisans of the Ukraine, Siberia, the Far East, the Urals,
Byelorussia and the Volga region, by undermining the rear of the Whiteguards and the invaders,
rendered invaluable service to the Red Army.

8. The Red Army was victorious because the Soviet Republic was not alone in its struggle against
Whiteguard counter-revolution and foreign intervention, because the struggle of the Soviet
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Government and its successes enlisted the sympathy and support of the proletarians of the whole
world. While the imperialists were trying to stifle the Soviet Republic by intervention and
blockade, the workers of the imperialist countries sided with the Soviets and helped them. Their
struggle against the capitalists of the countries hostile to the Soviet Republic helped in the end to
force the imperialists to call off the intervention. The workers of Great Britain, France and the other
intervening powers called strikes, refused to load munitions consigned to the invaders and the
Whiteguard generals, and set up Councils of Action whose work was guided by the slogan --
"Hands off Russia!"

"The international bourgeoisie has only to raise its hand against us to have it seized by its
own workers," Lenin said. (Ibid., p. 405.)

Brief Summary

Vanquished by the October Revolution, the landlords and capitalists, in conjunction with the
Whiteguard generals, conspired with the governments of the Entente countries against the interests
of their own country for a joint armed attack on the Soviet land and for the overthrow of the Soviet
Government. This formed the basis of the military intervention of the Entente and of the
Whiteguard revolts in the border regions of Russia, as a result of which Russia was cut off from her
sources of food and raw material.

The military defeat of Germany and the termination of the war between the two imperialist
coalitions in Europe served to strengthen the Entente and to intensify the intervention, and created
new difficulties for Soviet Russia.

On the other hand, the revolution in Germany and the incipient revolutionary movement in the
European countries created favourable international conditions for the Soviet power and relieved
the position of the Soviet Republic.

The Bolshevik Party roused the workers and peasants for a war for the fatherland, a war against the
foreign invaders and the bourgeois and landlord Whiteguards. The Soviet Republic and its Red
Army defeated one after another the puppets of the Entente -- Kolchak, Yudenich, Denikin,
Krasnov and Wrangel, drove out of the Ukraine and Byelorussia another puppet of the Entente,
Pilsudski, and thus beat off the forces of foreign intervention and drove them out of the Soviet
country.

Thus the first armed attack of international capital on the land of Socialism ended in a complete
fiasco.

In the period of intervention, the parties which had been smashed by the revolution, the Socialist-
Revolutionaries, Mensheviks, Anarchists and nationalists, supported the Whiteguard generals and
the invaders, hatched counter-revolutionary plots against the Soviet Republic and resorted to
terrorism against Soviet leaders. These parties, which had enjoyed a certain amount of influence
among the working class before the October Revolution, completely exposed themselves before the
masses as counter-revolutionary parties during the Civil War.

The period of Civil War and intervention witnessed the political collapse of these parties and the
final triumph of the Communist Party in Soviet Russia.

(History of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union -- Bolsheviks: Short Course (1939), International Publishers,
New York: 1939.)
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